
 

Updates, reminders, trivia and things to do for members of the Central Island Branch Apr 2026 

The Bulletin is designed to 

keep members up-to-date on 

recent developments, activi-

ties and offer a  variety of info 

in order to rev up everyone’s 

interest levels. 

If you have an article, item 

or find a link to an interest-

ing auto related website or 

video please send it along 

to: George Roberts         

georoberts1951@gmail.com 

Thank you 
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Member Profile 

Steven Freeland 

Ladysmith 

1974 Triumph TR6 

I'm originally from Ottawa, but spent a large part of my life in Vancouver where I worked as a city bus     

driver.  

When I was a teenager our family lived in the UK. This is where I learned to drive and ended up buying my 

first car there. A Metropolitan. This car was made for the home market so it had right hand drive. When we 

returned to Canada, via QE 2, the little convertible came with me. I had the car for 15 years and did end up 

driving it from Ottawa to Edmonton, then onto Vancouver. The car was later sold .  

I have since had several cars including an Austin Westminster. several Volvos, VW Westfalia, Mazda  Miata 

and an MGA.(what was i thinking when I sold that one?!) Since retiring from transit in 2017 and moving to 

the island, my interest has been a 1974 TR6. Pictured here with Farrell at Coco cafe in Cedar.for coffee.. 

Mine is the one of the left with the top down. 

Hobbies, other than old cars, include hiking, acrylic painting, minor home renovations, aquafit and looking 

after my golden doodle, Griffon. I am looking forward to Brits on the Beach. And possibly  

another car project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OECC-C.I.B. April 2026 Meeting Minutes. 

256 Legion, 1630 East Wellington Road, Nanaimo. 

 

Welcome- Start of meeting 7.00 pm. With an attendance of 11 members. 

New Members – None present 

 50/50 Draw - No draw as Marilyn and Roger were absent. 

Financials- Bill Grace reported financials with the club funds that are in good standing. 

Membership- Farrell VanderRee was absent but had issued a new April 2026 membership roster, which 
shows 74 current members with one new joining from Gabriola Island. 

Website- April’s monthly newsletter The Bulletin– by George Roberts will be out later this month with these 
minutes included. George is always on the lookout for more content material, news, stories, articles etc. John 
Weir has been keeping our OECC- CIB website up to date with photos of past events and a record of previous-
ly issued monthly Bulletin’s, he has also provided the design work for the 2026 BOTB Poster which copies of 
are available tonight for distribution and display. 

Social Media-Julie supplies the Facebook OECC-CIB with regular posts, however she is currently on vacation 
until May 5th. 

Regalia- No update on regalia as Marilyn was absent, but I do believe she was trying to obtain the remainder 
of Terry’s completed leather work stock. 

BOTB- Julie as co-ordinator for BOTB in her absence I can provide a few updates:  

We will have an outdoor kitchen put on by the Ladysmith Rotary to organise the food for this year and they 
will be supplying a pancake breakfast and food throughout the event.  

The Ladysmith Credit Union has approved an amount of $850 towards BOTB.   

Bill informed us that the club had received the $375 donation from the Township of Ladysmith. 

We have tentatively booked a professional DJ for the event, Prime Time DJ, Bob Marineau at a rate of $630 
for the 5 hours, he does come highly recommended. 

Julie had a preliminary number of posters printed prior to her vacation for distribution and display, which I 
had picked up from Marilyn tonight. (It does state the food truck being from the Rotary Club, which we un-
derstand now is incorrect). 

We would still like members to canvas additional sponsor’s like: Lordco, Canadian Tire, Tim Hortons, etc. simi-
larly as per last year. Al Ramsey will not be available as truck driver for this year’s event, fortunately Rick 
Smith has volunteered to fill this position. 

 

continued…... 



 

 
Events- 

The position of an additional Events Co-ordinator remains open to be filled. 

April 26th -St. Georges (LAMB) Car Show, Fort Langley. (I’m going). 

May 16th -ABFM VanDusen Gardens, Vancouver. (I’m going). 

May 17th -Southlands-Centennial Beach Car Show. 

May 18th -Victoria Day, CIB’s own car run venue-Little Qualicum Falls to Port Alberni for lunch,  
                  Englishman Falls on the return, (if time allows) meet at the 356 Café 9.45am. 
May 31st -Heritage Acres SIB -British Car Restoration Fair and Swap Meet. 

 May 31st-Lotus Car Club BC, Gold River, Heron’s Landing, contact Bob Wilson, wilson@telus.net 

June 21st- Sunday Father’s Day, Qualicum Show and Shine, (Dave Stewart) 

June 28th - Vintage Car Club Mid-Island Chapter Swap meet (non-profit) - 8:00 AM to 2 PM  

July 1st- Saltspring Island Canada Day Show and Shine, (take the Crofton Ferry) 

July 5th -Parksville Car and Bike Show, registration is now open, (see poster). 

July 12th- Brits on the Beach, Ladysmith, Transfer Beach, (see poster). 

July 25th -Ocean Idler’s Blast from the Past car show, Coombs Fairgrounds. 

August 29th -Gabriola Cruisers Poker Run 10:00 AM - Gabriola Agricultural Hall - Off ferry to top of hill   
                        Duration: 2 hours Entry fee: $15/car - donated to the local food bank 
                        Contact Wayne Knibbs 250-247-9517 vsaxon@shaw.ca  

Tool Bank- Catalogue binder available on Facebook under “Files” tab. 

Car of the Month- Merv was not present, so no mystery car or manufacturer tonight. 

50/50 Draw results- No draw took place. 

Announcements & Open Discussions- 

We have been notified by the Legion branch 256 that from Sept 1ST 2026 the monthly rental for the hall we 
use will increase from the current rate of $80 to $135. This is quite a substantial increase and because of this 
I am open to looking at alternate venue suggestions. Local community halls etc. in the Nanaimo to Lantzville 
district.  

We also have an ongoing request to members for future guest speakers at meetings or visits to workshops 
and other interesting ideas. 

We need to stimulate our membership numbers and interests, as can be seen by our falling club turnout, 
whether an earlier 6 pm start would help for those that do not like night driving or for those that have to 
drive in from further away. 

We also discussed a club membership drive to promote new or bring back old members. 

Plus adding a technical ‘hands-on’ element to the club meetings with problem solving, brainstorming or     
visual aids and descriptions. 

End of Meeting - closed at 8-30pm. Please mark the next meeting on your calendar for May 21st 7pm. Start. 
Thank you.                                                                        

Meeting Chaired and minutes by Paul Stopp. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



French Creek 

April 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 15 

 

 



 

French Creek 

April 22 

When the sun comes out so do the cars. It was a great turnout at the Cafe' 356 today, with 13 people 

and 9 LBC's. Certainly aroused enough spectators like it was a local car show, see for yourself:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Puzzle Time 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click on link below then click in lower right corner to enlarge 

ENJOY !! 

 

https://www.jigsawplanet.com/?rc=play&pid=0b600d32dd70  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Tips and More 

 

Blinker Fluid Renewal 

https://www.facebook.com/watch?v=1450459186748097  

 

British Icons of 1966 

https://www.hagerty.co.uk/articles/world-cup-classics-british-icons-of-1966/?
utm_source=SFMC&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=26_MED_UN_UK_EML_UN_UN_UKDrivetimeWe
ekend_18042026&utm_content=26_MED_UN_UK_EML_UN_UN_UKDrivetimeWeekend_18042026 
 
6 Cars with Tiny Engines and Big Price Tags 

https://www.hagerty.com/media/market-trends/hagerty-insider/6-cars-with-tiny-engines-and-big-price-
tags/?
utm_source=SFMC&utm_medium=email&utm_content=MED_UN_NA_EML_UN_UN_WeekendRoadTrip&
hashed_email=35e1096693feeb0887776545448a4c6a26ee2ff13d52dcf8e78f6ccd34f70301&dtm_em=35e1
096693feeb0887776545448a4c6a26ee2ff13d52dcf8e78f6ccd34f70301 
 
 
Sportscar of the Year 

https://www.facebook.com/reel/26144624131832956 

 

Genuine vs Fake Classic Car Panels: How to Tell the Difference 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cN3A4d5MhF4 

 

1965 Jaguar S-Type Full Restoration | Classic British Elegance Reborn 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JPJb6cKgs-w 
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I know this is second time showing…..just in case you missed it in the beginning 



 

 Upcoming Events  

Reminder: Every third Thursday of the month Club Meeting - Legion Branch 256                                                

1630 Wellington Road E 7:00 PM start - We’d love to see you there  

Weekly Chat Gatherings - Driving Season - weather permitting: 

Wednesday evenings - 6pm - Qualicum Beach - 3 Poles Parking Lot 

Friday noon - Rutherford Shopping Mall - Old Sears Parking Lot 

Weekly Chat Gatherings - Off Season: 

Wednesday afternoon - 2 pm -  356 Café in French Creek 

(bare in mind they close the café at 3 pm. for winter operations)  
 

April 26  St. Georges (LAMB) Car Show, Fort Langley 

May 16  ABFM VanDusen Gardens, Vancouver 

May 17  Southlands-Centennial Beach Car Show 

May 18  Victoria Day, CIB’s own car run venue possibility-Little Qualicum Falls to 

                   Port Alberni for lunch, Englishman Falls on the return (if time allows) 

May 31  Heritage Acres SIB -British Car Restoration Fair and Swap Meet 

May 31  Lotus Car Club BC, Gold River, Heron’s Landing 

   Contact Bob Wilson Wison, wilson@telus.net 

June 21  Father’s Day Show & Shine, Seaside Cruizers - Qualicum Beach 

   Early Registration at:  https://seaside-cruizers.vercel.app/ 

   Contact Dave Stewart at:  dave_stewart@shaw.ca to let the club know how many  

   members are attending 

June 28  Vintage Car Club Mid-Island Chapter Swap meet (non-profit) - 8:00 AM to 2 PM 

July 1   Saltspring Island Canada Day Show and Shine (take the Crofton Ferry) 

July 5   Parksville Car and Bike Show, registration is now open 

July 12  Brits on the Beach, Transfer Beach, Ladysmith 

August 29  Gabriola Cruisers Poker Run 10:00 AM - Gabriola Agricultural Hall - Off ferry to top of hill 

   Duration: 2 hours Entry fee: $15/car - donated to the local food bank 

   Contact Wayne Knibbs 250-247-9517    vsaxon@shaw.ca  

 

  



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Team Leader 

Paul Stopp 

604-715-4510 

stopperone23@hotmail.com 

 

Secretary / Treasurer 

Bill Grace 

250-390-0779 

bjgrace@shaw.ca 

 

Membership Coordinator 

Farrell Vanderee 

250-792-4897 

farrellvanderree@gmail.com  

 

 

 

Social Media Coordinator 

Julie McKay 

250-729-1331 

jamckay1@shaw.ca 

 

Webmaster 

John Weir 

250-913-1200.  

johnkweir@gmail.com 

 

Bulletin Editor 

George Roberts 

450-834-4895 

georoberts1951@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Leadership Team 
 

 

Events Promotion Team 

Brits on the Beach                   

Julie McKay 

250-729-1331 

jamckay1@shaw.ca 

 

Regalia 

Marilyn Tarry 

250-591-3124 

oeccregalia@gmail.com 

 

Events Organiser 

Volunteer needed 

 

Beano Editor 

Volunteer needed 
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