
 

Updates, reminders, trivia and things to do for members of the Central Island Branch Jan 2026 

The Bulletin is designed to 

keep members up-to-date on 

recent developments, activi-

ties and offer a  variety of info 

in order to rev up everyone’s 

interest levels. 

If you have an article, item 

or find a link to an interest-

ing auto related website or 

video please send it along 

to: George Roberts         

georoberts1951@gmail.com 

Thank you 
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Member Profile 

Steve & Barbara Harris 

                                                          Parksville 

Cars owned:  Many…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

......IN A LAND NOT SO FAR AWAY BUT LONG AGO... 

Growing up in Vancouver, Land of Giants like Desoto, Chrysler, Hudson and Packard on the streets of the 

neighbourhood.   

But hearing of Road Racing in Southern California with something called a "Sports Car", like MG, Delahey & 

TR's Plus @ Riverside in Scarabs & 250-Testa Rossa and Home Builds. This opened me up to a car that was 

fun to drive being my first from 'Fred Deeley on Broadway , A "Morris Minor"... That was not fast but drove 

circles of Fun.... This Led to a ‘59 Bugeye Sprite which over the years gained all the Fun Bits ... A 1275 , Head-

ers, 40side draft Weber, Minilites & corehardened Axels and much more to compete in the local Slalom sce-

ne.... AND for my Road car, a 1961 E Type 3.8Ltr Coupe flat floor. 

There was a group of us that met at the Rowing Club parking lot Very Early some Sunday Mornings and Road 

Raced The One Way Drive around Stanley Park to Second Beach, this the Bugeye was Very Good at but not-

so in the Jag .... I should also mention the 'BRITISH" New Car Shows in February at The Bayshore Inn Hotel 

where after you saw the first MGB-GT, you could walk across the Parking Lot to 'Checkered Flag Motors to 

see the Lotus's... But that's another Story ........ By the early 70's Vancouver was Growing with one way 

streets, too much traffic, And Police Radios....And with finding the LadyLove of My Life, it was time to slow 

down ... So I bought my First Vintage British Car that was parked in the open for some time in the 

West End.... It turns out the 1939 Humber Imperial Drophead was a one-of Pre War Special order LHD 

built by Thrupp & Maberly but with the War on it was delivered late.  It finally sold in 1950 and in 1971 it 

was then again offered For Sale ... So in putting it back on the road,  I learned a lot of respect for the Coach 

Building Craft on automobiles not available in the Americas. 

 This led to trying to collect some Interesting Bodied British Cars as Bugatti was Unobtainium ...To support 

getting my 'FIX' of Aluminum Coaches , I earned extra Cash by buying MG, TR, Jag, Morris Etc Road Cars and 

fixing them some new paint, I recall an early Woody Mini that I 1275cooperized... a1946 Flat Rad Morgan 

that was one of 36 cars built as Lemans Replicas due to 36 pre-war Special motors that were pre-war lefto-

vers. They had Cycle Wings on the front & twin rear spares... that car went to Germany. Another car was 

THE BEST 1961 3000 Roadster with Triple SU's and OD... Real work had been done on the engine and it was 

FAST !!!                                                               …...continued 



 
 

Member Profile 

Steve & Barbara Harris 

 As The Public School System did not catch my interest , I did my twelve years and went into Retail World. 

Shortly after moving to Lantzville with Barbara who was in the same neighbourhood growing up, She with 

a  Morris Minor convertible and a Miniskirt ... I now have Two Love's.... so settling down with a Home &  

Garage. More British Tin Showed up. By & by we progressed with life and family, so I asked Barbara  

if I could build a car for her?   

The reply was a Morris Traveller. By that time most were rusted with wood problems, finding a rebuildable 

1961, a three Winter project started...I upgraded the motor to a 1275 & ribcage box and disk brakes, all new 

wings, all new wood and complete interior, tires etc. In the car world, if it is popular like a Mustang or MGTC 

or Mini, Jag or Corvette , there are most all parts available, which leads me to being a Parts Detective as 

most of the parts for my nine coach built cars are NOT easy to find, so I found Talent who could make what I 

needed. 

The Internet had delivered from Australia, UK, NZ, USA, Malta and even Secret Cupboards in some           

Vancouver Garages. 

So That's it for Now , It Has Been A Great Ride. However I enjoy bringing a car back to life more than        

driving them.  

The Dream Car if I was a Bit Younger...." A 1972 Lotus Exige is a Coup on Steroids" Toyota V6 Twin Turbo 

Four Cam Multi Valve Rocket that drives like a Scalded Cat……....Don't even try in your Tesla or BMW if you 

see one... 

 .... All The Best of Happy Miles to All .... Cheers   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 



French Creek 

12-17-25 

 

 



 

 

 

continued 



 
                                                                                POLAR BEAR WALK 2026 



 

                         

                                   

                                                                                 

 



OECC C.I.B.2025 Awarsds 

 
Member of the Year 

Awarded to the club member who has provided out-

standing help or assistance to fulfil the duties to  

promote the success of the club.  

2025 Winner 

Bill Grace 

Bill has performed an excellent job as treasurer for 

both the CIB and the main OECC group for a number 

of years.  

Restoration of the Year 

Awarded to the club member who has success-

fully completed a major renovation to their 

little British car in this year.  Applicant must 

supply before and after photos and the majori-

ty of the work must have been completed by 

the member. A joint decision will be made 

within the team core as to which renovation is 

the most deserving of the award. 

2025 Winner 

Farrell VanderRee  

Farrell did an outstanding job in the restoration of his 

1957 Ford Thames 300E Flower Van. 

It was a 2 year restoration including mechanical,    

wiring, upholstery, body and paint 



OECC C.I.B.2025 Awards 

 Long Distance Award 

Awarded to the club member who has travelled the 

most in a calendar year in their little British car. Ap-

plicant must supply    mileage as recorded with sup-

porting documentation.  

2025 Winner 

Roger Frost  -  MGB - 7,691 kms 

It was a very close race this year. 

Joey Hampton - MG Midget - 7,290 kms 

Graeme Cook - Triumph TR250 - 5,301 kms 

Breakdown of the Year Award 

Awarded to the club member that has had the 

most unfortunate break-down of the year. 

Generally applicable to a club outing that did 

not take place due to a failure on-route. The 

break-down must take place on a public road, 

not whilst in your garage.   

 

2025 Winner 

Tanya Duke  

Return trip from Fanny Bay in July.  The car was     

suddenly engulfed in white smoke.  Upon closer     

inspection it was determined that it was a             

transmission line at the rear of the engine that 

failed.  Hello BCCA.   

Find Tanya’s full story in the December bulletin. 



                       OECC C.I.B.- Christmas Dinner       

                         January 15, 2026 
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Tips & Things 

 

MGF-F at 30 

https://www.hagerty.co.uk/articles/mgf-at-30/?

utm_source=SFMC&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=25_MED_UN_UK_EML_UN_UN_UKDrivetimeWeekend_061225+-

+20251202_130038&utm_content=25_MED_UN_UK_EML_UN_UN_UKDrivetimeWeekend_061225+-+20251202_130038 

 

 

AC Greyhound 

https://www.hagerty.co.uk/articles/ac-greyhound/?

utm_source=SFMC&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=25_MED_UN_UK_EML_UN_UN_UKDrivetimeWeekend_061225+-

+20251202_130038&utm_content=25_MED_UN_UK_EML_UN_UN_UKDrivetimeWeekend_061225+-+20251202_130038 

  

 

How to Get Rid of Moisture in Your Classic Car 

https://www.hagerty.com/media/maintenance-and-tech/how-to-deal-with-moisture-in-your-classic-car/?
utm_source=SFMC&utm_medium=email&utm_content=MED_UN_NA_EML_UN_UN_WeekendRoadTrip&hashed_email=35e10
96693feeb0887776545448a4c6a26ee2ff13d52dcf8e78f6ccd34f70301&dtm_em=35e1096693feeb0887776545448a4c6a26ee2ff
13d52dcf8e78f6ccd34f70301 
 

 

Five Things that Will Kill Any Car 

https://www.hagerty.com/media/maintenance-and-tech/5-things-that-will-kill-any-and-every-car/?
utm_source=SFMC&utm_medium=email&utm_content=MED_UN_NA_EML_UN_UN_WeekendRoadTrip&hashed_email=35e10
96693feeb0887776545448a4c6a26ee2ff13d52dcf8e78f6ccd34f70301&dtm_em=35e1096693feeb0887776545448a4c6a26ee2ff
13d52dcf8e78f6ccd34f70301 
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Puzzle Time 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click on link below then click in lower right corner to enlarge 

ENJOY !! 

 

https://www.jigsawplanet.com/?rc=play&pid=3952f81e435d 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

Thinking of doing a Classified Ad page in the Bulletin  

If you have anything for sale, send it to me: 

georoberts1951@gmail.com  

with a short description, price and contact info 

 

 

 

MEMBER PROFILES 

We need member profiles for the Bulletin 

Send to me 

georoberts1951@gmail.com 

Send bio with a few pictures  

 

Thanks for your help 



 

 

T 

 

 



 

 Upcoming Events  

Reminder: Every third Thursday of the month Club Meeting - Legion Branch 256                                                

1630 Wellington Road E 7:00 PM start - We’d love to see you there  

Weekly Chat Gatherings - Driving Season - weather permitting: 

Wednesday evenings - 6pm - Qualicum Beach - 3 Poles Parking Lot 

Friday noon - Rutherford Shopping Mall - Old Sears Parking Lot 

Weekly Chat Gatherings - Off Season: 

Wednesday afternoon - 2 pm -  356 Café in French Creek 

(bare in mind they close the café at 3 pm. for winter operations)  
 

 

June 21, 2026 Father’s Day Show & Shine, Seaside Cruizers - Qualicum Beach 

   Early Registration at:  https://seaside-cruizers.vercel.app/ 

   Also contact Dave Stewart at:  dave_stewart@shaw.ca 

   To let the club know how many members are attending 

June 28, 2026 8:00 AM to 2 PM 

   Vintage Car Club Mid-Island Chapter Swap meet (non-profit) 

   All types of Collector Car Parts & Cars for sale 

   80 Indoor S talls— Truck & Trailer Boot Sales 

   300 Public Parking area……..Good Food…...ATM……..Good washrooms 
   Self contained Camping - Easy walk to Famous Goats on the Roof 
 

July 12, 2026 BRITS ON THE BEACH - MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Team Leader 

Paul Stopp 

604-715-4510 

stopperone23@hotmail.com 

 

Secretary / Treasurer 

Bill Grace 

250-390-0779 

bjgrace@shaw.ca 

 

Membership Coordinator 

Farrell Vanderee 

250-792-4897 

farrellvanderree@gmail.com  

 

 

 

Social Media Coordinator 

Julie McKay 

250-729-1331 

jamckay1@shaw.ca 

 

Webmaster 

John Weir 

250-913-1200.  

johnkweir@gmail.com 

 

Bulletin Editor 

George Roberts 

450-834-4895 

georoberts1951@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Leadership Team 
 

 

Events Promotion Team 

Brits on the Beach                   

Julie McKay 

250-729-1331 

jamckay1@shaw.ca 

 

Regalia 

Marilyn Tarry 

250-591-3124 

oeccregalia@gmail.com 

 

Events Organiser 

Volunteer needed 

 

Beano Editor 

Volunteer needed 
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