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OECC ONLINE
OUR WEB PAGE:

oecc.ca

OUR FACEBOOK HOME PAGE 
https://www.facebook.com/

OldEnglishCarClub

Check out our popular 
OECC FaceBook Group 

with over 1,100 members! 

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/

1588036811430112/?
multi_permalinks=32245174
21115368&comment_id=32
24613534439090&notif_id
=1637637061801296&noti
f_t=feedback_reaction_gene

ric&ref=notifAROUND THE 
CORNER

FROM  THE 
E D I T O R ’ S 
DESK

Les Foster oeccroundabout@gmail.com
Spring is here and it’s bringing more than flowers 
and  foliage!   After  two  long  years  of  shutdowns 
and  limitations,  our  Events  Calendar  is  filling  up 
and we can  get  together  again,  albeit  still  with  a 
modicum of caution and common sense. 

A  recent  comment  from  one  of  our  Facebook 
Group  members,  Bob  Smith,  sums  it  up 
wonderfully:   I  dragged  my  wife  to  a  local  OECC 
meet,  and  after  10  minutes  talking  to  some  old 
time  members,  she  turned  to  me  and  said  "I 
finally  get  it,  its  not  about  the  cars...  Its  about 
the people.”  

While  we  do  love  our  cars,  it  is  the  people  that 
bring them to life and add the joy! 

The  Vancouver  Coast  Branch  of  the  OECC  has 
held  its  first  two  in-person  Monthly  Meetings, 
participated in a number of  local  Runs,  and has a 
growing  slate  of  events  for  the  coming  months 
and  perhaps  best  of  all,  the  long-awaited 
Vandusen ABFM is returning!

So get out there in your British vehicle and enjoy 
a  bit  of  well-earned  freedom  and  fresh  air!  
Cheers!
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From the Chair
Alan Inglis 
Spring is here!  Are you enjoying getting out 
and about in your classic British cars?

Events are well underway around the Lower 
Mainland, including OECC Branch events. 
Steve Kaufman held an excellent run and 

scavenger hunt on March 19.  Branch members gathered at Rocky Point, 
Port Moody, on Tuesday, April 5.  Jellybean Autocrafters hosted an evening 
for the Branch on Tuesday, April 12.

Other events around the region in the next two months include St. George’s 
Day car show in Fort Langley, on Sunday, April 24, hosted by LAMB and the 
Western Driver VanDusen ABFM on Saturday, May 21.  Lots to do – and the 
difficult part is deciding which events you are not going to attend!

For my part, I have one car ready for the season.  Unfortunately, the Lotus 
Elan is not quite ready to go.  The rear suspension and brake overhaul 
continues, consuming a large amount of my time.  The photographs show: a 
problem encountered 
when fitting the bushes 
into one of the rear 
suspension arms, and 
the other photograph 
shows my growing 
collection of brake 
master cylinder caps, 
prompted by the old one falling apart and my inability to decide between 
manual brake bleeding, vacuum brake bleeding, and pressure brake bleeding! 
I hope I will be able to report on success in the next Roundabout.

Happy motoring!
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WE’RE BACK!  VCB MARCH MEETING
Les Foster
It’s been a long time but we finally got back to holding 
an in-person Branch Meeting for March!  

A baker’s dozen members got together for dinner 
and friendship at Me N’ Eds Pizza on Kingsway in 
Burnaby.  It was a small but enjoyable gathering 
and more importantly, it was a start, or should I 
say, restart?! 
One piece of wall art at the restaurant caught my 
eye- an Austin J-car with a rather rotund driver.  
Too much pizza?       
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VCB APRIL MEETING
Jellybean AutoCrafters 

Les Foster
For  our  April  Branch  Meeting,  we  returned  to  a  venue  that  we’ve  toured 
several  times  over  the  years  but  which  always  has  something  new  and 
interesting  to  see,  Jellybean  AutoCrafters  on  the  Bypass  in  Langley.  
They’ve  recently  greatly  expanded  their  working  area  by  taking  over  an 
adjacent space, last July, and plan to add additional office space, too, in an 
overhead  structure  within  the  shop.   Ewald  and  Kurt  Penner  run  the  shop 
and brother, Otto, has joined the team in the business area.  Their talents 
are  come  by  naturally  as  their  father  was  a  highly  skilled  wheelwright  in 
South America.  https://jellybeanautocrafters.com/
They  stress  that  their  emphasis  is  on  roadworthy  vehicles  meant  to  be 
driven  and  feel  right  when  your  doing  it.   It’s  not  just  about  about  eye 

candy!   Custom  cars  are  there  bread 
and butter and they are willing to take 
on  nearly  any  challenge-  everything 
from a Beer Truck to a Batmobile!         
Not ones to let technology pass them 
by,  they  are  even  converting  a 
P lymouth  Prowler  to  e lectr ic 

propulsion.   It  will  utilize  a 
Tesla  power  train  and  a  great 
deal  of  engineering  innovation 
to cope with increased weight 
and  performance  parameters.  
No  doubt  it  will  not  be  their 
last  venture  into  this  leading 
edge field!            (cont. P. 7)                                                                                     

https://jellybeanautocrafters.com
https://jellybeanautocrafters.com
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Jellybean (cont.)
Of course, more traditional hotrods and upgrades to classic vehicles are still 
their mainstay.  A first generation Ford Bronco will retain its ruggedly simple 

a p p e a r a n c e  w h i l e 
enjoying  mechanical, 
safety  and  comfort 
i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n 
keeping with their creed 
of Drivability.  Recently, 
they  entered  a  1929 
Dodge  Brothers  in  the 
ex t r eme l y  s t r i c t l y 
judged  America’s  Most 
Beaut i fu l  Roadster 
competition.   They 
didn’t  win  but  just 
getting  into  it  was  an 
accomplishment  and 
the  Dodge  is  a  thing  of 

beauty  with  it’s  classic 
look,  straight  6  flathead 
engine  sporting   one-off 
twin fuel injector throttle 
bodies  that  look  like 
carbs,  rare  manifold  and 
finned aluminium cylinder 
head.   The  wheels  are 
their  own  creation-  an 
h o m a g e  t o  t h e i r 
heritage.   Most  of  all,  it 
drives right and they are 
justifiably  proud  of  their 

creation and of the knowledge they have acquired building it.      (cont. P.8)                                 
                                                                          



MARCH-APRIL 2022 ROUNDABOUT

 !8

Jellybean (cont.)
Unique  vehicles  are  everywhere  in  the  shop  and  range  from  an  exotic 
Graham  Hollywood  rod,  Corvettes,  various  muscle  cars,  roadsters,  Jeeps 
and  trucks,  to  a  real  ‘Blast  From  The  Past’,  a  La  Dawri  fibreglass  kit  car 
from  1957.   Some  of  us  will  remember  those  ads  in  Hot  Rod  and  other 
magaz i n e s  t ou t i n g  t h e i r 
voluptuous GRP bodies that could 
be  ‘easily’  fitted  to  make  your 
daily  driver  more  exciting.   This 
was  a  very  early  version,  built  in 
Burnaby,  but  never  sold.   That’s 
not  surprising  given  their  original 
business model which aimed it at 
then-quite-recent  T-Bird  and 
Corvette  chassis.   Why  wreck  a 
classic  for  a  roughly  executed 
shell  of  dubious  lines?   The 
company  relocated  to  California  shortly  afterward  and  were  quite 
successful there with an improved target market.  This particular shell will 
become a full scale piece of art, eventually hanging from the shop ceiling.  
Learn  more  about  this  almost  forgotten  marque  with  a  local  birth  at: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/La_Dawri
Each car in the shop has its own story and owner’s dreams attached to it 
and  Jellybean  sees  its  job  as  bringing  those  stories  and  dreams  to  life  in 
metal,  even  exceeding  the  expectations  of  their  customers.   It’s  their 
passion!   

After a two year absence due to the pandemic, Jellybean 
hopes  to  reprise  their  very  popular  ‘Canada  D’eh’  show 
and celebration this July 1st, at Langley Speedway.  Stay 
tuned for confirmation and save the date!  
Thank you, Ewald and Kurt! Check out some more of the 
fun we had at Jellybean Autocrafters on Page 9 and 10!           

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/La_Dawri
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/La_Dawri
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STEVE KAUFMAN’S RUN OF THE MARCH 
HARE

Alan Inglis
Our  route  instructions  arrived  early  on  Friday  morning  by  Owl  Post.  Steve 
must have quite a few owls!
And  so  it  was  the  intrepid  crew gathered  in  Steveston,  at  Garry  Point  Park, 
on  Saturday,  March  19,  for  a  quick  chat  and  confer  on  route  notes  before 
heading out onto the flats that are Richmond and Delta, BC.
Our group consisted of: Rick and Penny Freestone in their 1996 Jaguar XJS, 
Alan  and  Mary  Lou  Miles  in  their  1967  Sunbeam  Alpine,  Gerry  and  Anita 
Parkinson  in  their  1996  MGF,  Tom  Popovich  and  Hedy  Taldo  in  their  1976 
Jensen GT, John Addie in his 1973 MGB and Alan Inglis and Maureen Kirkbride 
in their 1993 Bentley Continental.
Steve  plotted  a  nice  easy  route  for  us  to  drive  the  southern  roads  of 
Richmond from Steveston to No. 5 Road before ducking into the tunnel and 
touring Ladner and north Delta.   A drive onto Westham Island led us to the 
entry  gates  of  the  Reifel  bird  sanctuary  before  returning  and  driving  all  the 
way  out  to  Roberts  Bank  coal  and  container  terminal  and  finishing  in 
Tsawwassen Mills.
So,  the driving was straight  forward,  but  answering the questions along the 
route  was  less  so.   And  then  counting  the  stop  signs  and  “landed”  buoys 
along the route was really difficult.  We counted 12 stop signs and one buoy 
and  we  were  not  even  close  –  so  we  did  not  win!   In  fact,  there  was  no 
winner but we were all winning participants!
Many thanks to Steve for putting together a great event!
Please  note  that  this  was  Steve’s  first  run  organized  for  our  Branch.   We 
hope he will do more but please note that it need not be a daunting task and 
we welcome you to submit and create your own runs for your fellow Branch 
members to enjoy.                                                                   (cont. P.12)
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RUN OF THE MARCH HARE (cont.)
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The Spring Fling (PACMOG & FRIENDS)
Steve Blake

Due  to  weather  and  other  members’  commitments,  the  Pacific  Morgan 
Owners  Group  Ides  of  March  Run  was  postponed  to  March  27,  2022,  and 
thus  renamed  the  Spring  Fling.  Many  of  the  members  of  PACMOG  are  also 

members of the Old English 
Car  Club,  so  we  invited 
them to join us. 

As they say “April showers 
bring  May  flowers”  so  we 
didn’t hold onto high hopes 
of  brilliant  weather.  It 
rained  overnight  but  the 
morning  cleared  somewhat 
and  we  managed  to  dodge 
any showers and it warmed 
up nicely by the afternoon. 
Top  down  for  the  hearty 
but  it  was  still  chilly!                      
(cont. P.14)
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The Spring Fling (cont.)
Ken and Pat Miles organized the drive which was a re-run of one we had done 
four years ago. We wound our way through Surrey and Langley, parading along 
the waterfront in White Rock and regrouping at Blackie Spit in Crescent Beach. 

We  could  actually  see  blue 
sky!  There were many people 
out  enjoying  the  day  and  we 
got  many  thumbs  up  and 
waves  of  approval  as  our 
group of 8 cars enjoyed Ken’s 
drive. 

We  had  four  Morgans  on  the 
run  lead  by  Pat  and  Ken  in 
their  1960  Morgan  Plus  4 
Drop  Head  Coupe,  Bob 
MacDiarmid  in  his  1995 
Morgan Plus 8, Brian and Sandi 

Nixon  in  their  1970  Morgan 
4/4, and Steve and Susan Blake 
in  their  1991  Morgan  Plus  8.  
Lyle  Johanson  joined  us  at  the 
start  in  his  new  Volvo  EV.   We 
were  joined  by  the  OECC 
members  of  Alan  and  Mary  Lou 
Miles  in  their  1967  Sunbeam 
Alpine,  Andy and Judy MacLean 
in  their  1980  TR8,  and  Warren 
and  Kerri  Shott  in  their  1953 
MGTD.   It  was  a  nice  mix  of 
British  cars  and  made  an 
impressive  sight  along  the 
roads.                     (cont. P.15)
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The Spring Fling (cont.)
The  run  completed  at  the  Artful  Dodger  Pub  in  Langley  where  some  chose 
to  eat  lunch.   Others  carried  on  home due  to  other  commitments.   Thanks 
to the Pat and Ken for organizing a great Spring Fling drive!
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British Cars at the Vintage Car Club of 
Canada Easter Bunny Run April 17th

Alan Inglis
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BRITISH MOTORING: “YES YOU CAN”
James McLean

My life with sports cars started with a spectacular crash in 1955, while a child 
in  Rome.   The  Mille  Miglia  ran  past  our  villa  and  the  accident  temporarily 
halted  the  race,  leaving  race  cars  lined  up  along  our  front  wall.   The  sound, 
smell and beauty of these cars were instantly engraved in my imagination. 
My  journey  with  British  sports  cars  began  in  1965,  when  I  needed 
transportation  to  get  to  school.   I  paid  the  staggering  sum  of  $400  for  a 
1956 MGA – BRG, wire wheels, leaking transmission, and burning oil - a great 
little  car.   In  all  the  years  and  all  the  cars,  I  remember  this  as  the  best  fun. 
The  starboard  axle  shaft  broke  late  one  night  near  the  Washington 
Monument, a sinister place in those days.  I learned about axle “O” rings from 
that.  One day I couldn’t find my MG in the parking lot. It had rolled down hill 
into  the  university  admissions  office!  I  learned  about  fly-off  parking  brakes 
from that.  These were my first lessons in “Yes You Can” British motoring.
Some  years  later  in  Montreal,  I  chanced  upon  an  interesting  car  at  a  gas 
station in Westmount: a 1953 Nash Healey roadster.  This was the “Lemans” 
model  sporting  a  Pininfarina  alloy  body  and  a  huge  Nash  engine  with  an 
aluminum  head.   It  didn’t  work,  but  I  thought  “Yes  You  Can”  fix  it!    After  I 
bought  it  for  $600,  the  head  was  found  to  have  cracks  from  over-heating.  

No  fix  and  no  parts 
anywhere  in  1967.  I 
stored it for the future 
in  a  friend’s  barn  near 
Sherbrooke,  PQ,  from 
whence it was stolen in 
1971.   I  still  have  the 
papers  and  watch 
H e m m i n g s  v e r y 
carefully. 
               (cont. P.18)
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“YES YOU CAN” (cont.)
I  then  bought  a  sensible  1965  Alpine  1725cc  roadster  that  took  me  around 
Eastern  Canada  and  the  US.   These  were  comfortable,  good  cars  that  were 
guaranteed  by  Chrysler  to  rust  away  in  five  years.   It  did.   For  winter  fun,  we 
had a Volvo P544 that rallied the Quebec, New York and Vermont venues and 
had a habit of breaking rear shocks and becoming a pogo stick on its rear coils. 
During these years I watched the ever quicker cars race at Tremblant and first 
saw  the  beautiful  AC’s  sweep  anything  in  their  class.   They  were  so  much 
faster that they were often shunted up a class.  One day I had to get one.
Years  later,  Vancouver  mid-1970’s,  I  was  having  my Honda  serviced  at  Clarke 
Simpkins, near Broadway and Burrard.   Next door was the Jag dealer, now long 
gone. In their showroom I saw the most interesting car for sale.  It looked like a 
pre-war  Jaguar  SS100,  but  all  the  mechanicals  were  4.2  litre  XK  Jag,  so  it 
probably worked!   This  was a fabled (at  least  in  the ‘70’s)  Panther  J72;  a  car 
mostly  bought  by  Hollywood  celebs  that  was  hand  built  from  Jag  parts  in  a 
small  factory  next  to  Brooklands.   The  little  beauty  cost  a  fortune:  twice  the 
price of the XKE sitting next to it!  I never forgot it or saw another for decades. 
So  the  1970’s  came  and  went  with  no  little  British  cars  in  my  life,  just  fond 
memories of Ace’s and Panthers, children and a mortgage.  Things changed one 
rainy February night in 1982. I  was walking past Maynards auction house, then 
on  Georgia  Street.  Through  the  window  I  saw  two  interesting  cars.  The  first 
was a Facel Vega and sitting next to it was an AC Ace! I went in and registered. 
The  auctioneer  knew nothing  of  the  cars  and  the  Ace  was  being  sold  without 
reserve.   Nobody  had  the  strange  key  needed  to  open  the  bonnet,  but  all 
looked good. I could see that it was once raced from the roll bar supports and 
then  there  were  the  3-inch  side  pipes  that  didn’t  seem  very  British.   Never 
learning my “Yes You Can “ lessons, I  thought that this was probably a Bristol 
and  anyone  could  fix  those,  right?   I  bought  the  car.   It  arrived  by  truck  the 
next day and was plopped into the carport.  I found a big enough screw driver 
to fit the bonnet locks and opened it.  Instead of a Bristol engine it had a shiny 
small block Ford V8!  This was certainly not the not a Shelby creation,     

(cont. P.19)
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“YES YOU CAN” (cont.)
but some previous owner had modified it!  Once hot-wired, it started and ran 
beautifully.   The T10 transmission was a dream and the car  could rocket to 
60 in about 6 seconds flat.  It was also very drivable. 
Detective work was needed here, so I  traced the title back to AC Cars, who 
were still  in business in Thames Ditton, near Heathrow.  This was 1982, and 
the car was born in late 1960, so today it wouldn’t even qualify for collector 
plates  today.   The  Ace  was  originally  Bristol-powered.  It  was  sold  to  a 
gentleman  from  Alberta,  a  veteran  racer  and  it  can  be  seen  in  Tom 
Johnston’s book Westwood: Everyone’s Favourite Racing Circuit.  Apparently 
the fragile Bristol engine blew and it was decided to try something stronger: 
the  new 221 ci  Ford  V8 designed for  the  1961 Econoline  van!   This  engine 
later  became  the  260  ci  seen  in  early  Cobras.  It  made  145  horsepower, 

about  the  same 
as  the  Bristol 
on  a  very  good 
day, was lighter 
and  had  twice 
the  torque.   I 
d o u b t  t h e 
d e c i s i o n  t o 
i n s t a l l  t h e 
e n g i n e  w a s 
anything  to  do 
with  Shelby  as 
lots  of  AC’s 
had  eng ines 
from  different 
sources,  and 
had  for  years 
before  Carol 

came  along.  Apparently  there  was  another  racing  in  BC  powered  with  a  3.4 
Jag and another back East with an early Olds aluminum V8.         (cont. P.20)       
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“YES YOU CAN” (cont.)
For  several  years  I  drove  the  Ace  daily  to  work  at  Granville  Square.   Some 
may  remember  it  at  the  early  VanDusen  ABFM’s  or  at  Westwood  Vintage 
Racing  meets.   By  1986  it  was  refurbished,  with  new  paint  and  the 
suspension rebuilt at Octagon (yes, they were there then).  During Expo 86, I 
was  approached  by  a  gentleman  from  Sacramento  who  offered  me  enough 
money  to  make  a  down  payment  on  a  new  house.   We  needed  one  and 
business was slow in those days, so the AC drove away to California. 

The next many years were relatively British car  poor,  except for  a TR3 that 
was mostly a planter in the garden.  There was a brief fling with a TR4 and a 
very nice TR6, but my next foray was to buy useful  British cars.   These are 
very  satisfying  machines.  But  I  still  pined  for  the  Panther J72.

By  chance,  in 
2007,  a  J72 
came  across 
my  path  in 
Portland,  at 
Ron  Tonkin’s 
F e r r a r i 
d e a l e r s h i p .  
H e  h a d  i t 
tucked  away 
in  storage, 
forgotten.  He 
was  a  dealer 
in  the  1970’s 

and  this  car, 
one of 300 made, was originally delivered to an address in Beverly Hills  and 
still had the original title.                                                          (cont. P.21)
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“YES YOU CAN” (cont.)
It  had  all  of  16,000  miles  from  new  and  was  visually  perfect.   Of  course, 
everything was original  -  early Avon radials,  brakes,  seals,  hoses -  all  had to 
be replaced.
Out  came  the  transmission,  flywheel,  clutch  and  starter  all  replaced  by  the 
now defunct JagPlus of North Vancouver.   Luckily a replacement and period 
correct 4-speed overdrive was sourced from Bill  Spohn’s collection of exotic 
parts.   Apparently  Bill  had  bought  the  unit  in  the  UK,  then  had  it  rebuilt  to 
inject  into  an  XJ6.   Bill  is  obviously  smarter  at  “Yes  You  Can”  than  I  am,  so 
the  tranny  slept  under  his  work  bench  for  a  decade  or  so.   The  car  then 
resumed its life.  Being aluminum, it weighs less than an E Type an enjoys the 
same  4.2  litre  and  many  mechanical 
components.  I still have the car and 
it should be at the May 2022 ABFM.
In  2011  I  had  the  rare  opportunity 
to buy a 1956 XK140MC drop head. 
This  car  was  fully  restored  at  huge 
expense  by  the  previous  owner  and 
an estate sale.  As a show car it had 
the  original  components  including 
the Moss box with little synchro and 
no overdrive; therefore, not really drivable!  I had RX install a five speed and 
disc brakes in a fashion that was easily reversed with no cutting, so a future 
historian  could  have  a  perfect  museum  piece.   The  XK  has  won  numerous 
JCNA awards and is regularly summer driven to Whistler. 

With  some the  exceptions  most  of  my cars  were  daily  drivers,  not  collector 
cars.   The  most  fun  was  the  MGA,  but  I  was  young  and  it  was  1965!   The 
best  made  are  the  recent  Jags.   These  will  be  collector  cars,  so  get  one 
soon!  Yes you can!
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PERSONAL EXPERIENCES WITH CARS 
John Peirson 

I was born in 1941 and grew up in North London.  During and after the war 
there wasn’t much use of private cars in England because of fuel rationing. 
My parents had an Austin Seven (HF6342) stored in the garage, but it was 
not  used.   We  children  were  allowed  to  play  in  it.  I  remember  my  father 
scraping  black  paint  off  the 
trafficators  when  he  finally 
could  drive  it.   Father  put 
down a deposit on a new car 
as soon as he could, in 1946, 
but he did not receive it until 
November  1949.   It  was  a 
Standard  Vanguard,  KYM 
361,  and  I  learnt  to  drive  in 
it,  passed  my  test  in  it,  and 
did my early courting in it. 
I  have  never  felt  an  urge  to 
own  an  Austin  Seven  or  a 
Standard  Vanguard.   There  was  a  big  Alvis  dealership  opposite  my  high 
school in Highgate, and I used to wander over and drool over the beautiful 

Alvis  cars  with  speedometers  that 
went  up  to  100  mph.   But  I’ve  no 
interest  in  owning one.  I  think  I  was 
most  influenced  by  a  big  boxy  car 
that  appeared  in  our  street  soon 
after  the  war  ended.   It  was 
probably an early 1930’s Austin. 
My  first  wheels  were  a  1956 
Lambretta  LDB.  150  cc.   I  covered 
huge  mileages  on  this,  including  a 
trip  to  Venice  and  elsewhere  in 
Europe.                        (cont. P.23)

Lambretta

Standard Vanguard
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PERSONAL EXPERIENCES WITH CARS
In 1962 I turned 21 (the important milestone in England then - I think today 
in B.C. 19 is the important age) and was give a little cash.  I used it to buy 
my  first  car.   Exchange  and  Mart  was  the  go-to  magazine  for  car  buying, 
somewhat like Craigslist today, and in Exchange and Mart there were always 
a  few  Rolls-Royce  cars.   Why  Rolls-Royce?   I  had  realized  by  then  that  a 

Rolls-Royce  cost  about  the  same  as 
a Ford 10 or Morris 8, but was more 
prestigious  and  hopefully  more 
reliable.  So  for  £120  I  bought  a 
1927  Rolls-Royce  20  hp,  a  boxy 
saloon  not  unlike  the  car  that  had 
impressed me as a child.     
I  kept  the  Rolls  for  about  three 
years.  By  then  I  had  a  need  for 
something  more  modern.   The 
student  transportation  favoured 
then  was  an  Austin  Mini  van.   The 

van  counted  as  a  commercial  vehicle 
and was less taxed than the Mini car.  So I  progressed to a used 1962 Mini 
van, and drove that all over Europe - 100 kph or 62 mph seemed to be the 
average  car’s  cruising  speed in  Europe  in  those  days,  and  the  Mini  van  was 
happy  at  that  speed.   The  van  was  big  enough  to  sleep  in,  which  I  did  on 
several  occasions.   I   finished  my  engineering  apprenticeship  in 
Loughborough and got a better job in Battersea in London. I traded the Mini 
van in on a slightly used 1963 Cortina Super.  The ordinary Cortina had the 
old 1200 cc Ford engine, but the Cortina Super had the then new 1500 cc 
engine which became the basis for numerous English sports cars.  In 1967 I 
married  Marny,  sold  the  Cortina,  and  emigrated  to  Canada.   We  spent  five 
years  in  Toronto  with  unexciting  American  cars  and  one  1968  Austin  Mini.  
In  1972 we moved to  Vancouver,  and  the  Mini  came too.   Alas,  the  salt  in 
Toronto  had  done  its  evil  work,  and  fairly  soon  the  Mini  was  replaced  by  a 
Honda Civic.  Later Marny bought another Mini as her hobby car, but that’s a 
story for another day.                                                              (cont. P.24)

My first car Rolls Royce 20
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PERSONAL EXPERIENCES WITH CARS
My hobby car interests had been dormant in Toronto.  In Vancouver I joined 
the  Vintage  Car  Club,  but  did  not  participate  much,  until  in  1976  a  1928 
Rolls-Royce went past our house. It stopped in the next block, and I got to 
meet  Michael  and  Celia  Bubb  who  had  recently  moved  into  a  house  there 
and were bringing their car home.  Michael introduced me to the local Rolls-
Royce club, and I’ve been a member ever since. 
In  the  summer  of  1976  Marny  and  I,  with  two  small  girls,  went  back  to 
England  to  visit  grandparents  and  relatives,  and  to  look  for  a  Rolls-Royce. 
The pound was really low that summer, but other North Americans had got 
there before us, so there wasn’t much choice. However, we found a suitable 

car, a 1938 
25/30  with 
a 
Cockshoot 
s a l o o n 
body,  and 
a r r a n g e d 
for  it  to  be 
shipped  to 
Vancouver. 
It  became 
our  second 
car,  for  me 
t o  u s e 

when Marny needed the family car. It proved to be an excellent vehicle, and 
took us to all the club events, including one in California. 
Car ownership can be like boat ownership - another two feet in length or, in 
my case, a few years older.  What I really wanted was a Silver Ghost.  This 
was not a new idea, I remember at a meeting of like- minded students when 
I was 19 saying that my “ultimate” car was a late model Silver Ghost 
limousine  with  four-wheel  brakes  (most  Ghosts  just  have  back  wheel 
brakes).                                                                                 (cont. P.25)

1938 RR 25/30 Cockshoot saloon
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PERSONAL EXPERIENCES WITH CARS
So in 1979 I 
b ou gh t  a 
1 9 2 6 
Spr ingfield 
(Amer i can 
built)  Silver 
G h o s t 
l i m o u s i n e 
w i th  fou r 
w h e e l 
brakes.   I 
found this in 
Omak,  WA, 

and was able to drive it home. 
This  too  proved  to  be  a 
very reliable car.  I  kept it 
for  twenty  years  and 
drove  it  “all  the  time”  as 
the  saying  goes.   But 
then  the  two-foot  more 
virus  struck.   I  wanted  a 
pre-war  (pre-First  World 
War)  Ghost.   I  started 
looking  in  2000,  and 
fina l ly  ach ieved  my 
dream  in  2005,  a  1911 
car  w ith  a  Hooper 
limousine  body  (you  see, 
I’m  still  with  big  boxy 
cars!).   I  sold  this  in 

2018  and  now  my  “old” 
car is a 1927 Twenty, the same chassis as my first Rolls, but with a tourer 
body.                                                                                  (cont. P.26)

1926 Springfield RR Silver Ghost limousine

1911 Silver Ghost Hooper limousine



MARCH-APRIL 2022 ROUNDABOUT

 !26

PERSONAL EXPERIENCES WITH CARS

For most of 
the years 
between 1976 
and today I 
have owned 
two Rolls-
Royce or 
Bentley cars, 
and for a short 
period I had 
three - but 
three is too 
many.  I shared 
a 1934 20/25 
with a friend,               
(cont. P.27)

1927 Twenty Replica Barker Tourer – my current old Rolls

1934 20/25 Barker saloon
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 PERSONAL EXPERIENCES WITH CARS
I  used  a 
1 9 5 7 
Bentley 
S 1  a s 
my daily 
driver,  I 
b r i e fl y 
o w n e d 
a  rare 
l e f t -
h a n d -
d r i v e 
1 9 4 9 
Bentley 
t h a t 
h a d 

once been H.R. MacMillan’s, and again briefly a 1990 Bentley Eight for my 
son to drive.  In 1999 I  bought a 1965 Silver Cloud III  that had been sold 
n e w  i n  V a n c o u v e r  a n d  I  h a v e  t h a t  s t i l l  t o d a y .                                             
(cont. P.28)

 1957 Bentley S1

1965 Silver Cloud III – owned since 1999, my current “modern” Rolls
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PERSONAL EXPERIENCES WITH CARS

I  joined  the  OECC  when  I  first  heard  about  it,  but  I  have  not  been  very 
active except for the London-Brighton runs.  I missed the first run, because 
I  was in England watching the Veteran Car run there, but I’ve done almost 
every  run  since.  I  even  did  the  run  in  the  1911 Rolls.   The  then  organizer 
said  the oldest  car  should  go first,  thinking that  his  Austin  Seven was the 
oldest, so I took off first much to his disgust.  I have also attended almost 
every Vandusen Gardens ABFM and Vintage Car Club Easter and Boxing Day 
runs. 

1990 Bentley Eight
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BRITISH CARS AT CARS & COFFEE
Nigel Mathews

Cars and Coffee, Spanish Banks, Vancouver, April 9.

Some  of  your  will  be  aware  that  Weissach  LP 
has  hosted  Cars  and  Coffee,  now  called  Cars, 
Friends and Coffee, on Spanish Banks for quite a 
few years. 
Weissach  are  sales  specialists  in  Porsche,  and 
they  hold  the  Lamborghini  agency,  and  used  to 
hold  the  Lotus  agency.   Their  event  brings  in  a 
great  quantity  of  euro-exotics  –  and  so,  so 
many  Porsches.   But  all  makes  of  vehicle  are 
welcome.
In  the  last  3  or  4  years,  the  Facebook  Group, 
Vancouver  Cars  and  Coffee  have  held  similar 
events  at  different  locations  around  the  lower 

mainland,  but  especially  at  Spanish  Banks.   This  group  is  open  to  any 
enthusiast but does tend towards muscle cars.
These  2  groups  picked  the  same  Saturday  for  a  meet  –  so  the  Spanish 
Banks parking lots were full (western end) with a great variety of American 
and European cars – and there were a few British cars amongst them.  The 
time  was  8.00  to  10.00  am  but  if  you  were  not  there  by  7.30  am  you 
were struggling for a parking spot.
This  event,  by  any  standards,  is  hugely  successful.   I  had  a  thoroughly 
enjoyable  2  hours  walking  around,  kicking  tyres,  chitty-chatting  and 
drinking coffee.
Towards  the  end,  I  remembered  I  wanted  to  take  some  photographs  for 
the Roundabout, so I apologize for the snapshot quality and lack of owners’ 
names.
Weissach  hosts  this  event  every  second  Saturday,  April  through  to 
September.                                                                          (cont. P.30)
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BRITISH CARS AT CARS & COFFEE
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LAMB ST. GEORGE’S DAY CAR SHOW
Les Foster

The  Langley  Area  Mostly  British  Car  Club  (LAMB)  held  its  13th  Annual  St. 
George’s  Day  Car  Show  on  the  grounds  of  the  historic  Fort  Langley 
Community Hall on April 24th.  Around 50 cars were officially registered but 
many  others  parked  on  adjacent  streets  in  the  beautiful  and  welcoming 
village and a London bus parked out front on the main thoroughfare set the 
stage.
It  was  a  wonderful  Show  with  a  very  diverse  cross-section  of  British  cars 
(and  one  lone  VW  to  legitimize  that  ‘Mostly  British’  moniker).   The  great 
location  allowed  not  only  ‘car  people’  but  also  the  general  public  out  for  a 
day to see and appreciate our  hobby and it’s  preservation of  these historic 
vehicles.
As  well  as  LAMB  members,  many  OECC  members  brought  their  cars  or 
showed  up  as  spectators.   It  was  really  a  great  day  and  this  Show  is 
definitely one of the best events on the old car calendar!           (cont. P.32)

There  is  simply  not  ample  space  here  to  show  all  the  cars  here  but  to  see 
nearly all the show’s cars go to our OECC FaceBook Group in “Featured”:
h t t p s : / /www . f a cebook . com/g roups/1588036811430112/?
multi_permalinks=3224517421115368&comment_id=322461353443909
0&notif_id=1637637061801296&notif_t=feedback_reaction_generic&ref=
notif 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1588036811430112/?multi_permalinks=3224517421115368&comment_id=3224613534439090&notif_id=1637637061801296&notif_t=feedback_reaction_generic&ref=notif
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1588036811430112/?multi_permalinks=3224517421115368&comment_id=3224613534439090&notif_id=1637637061801296&notif_t=feedback_reaction_generic&ref=notif
http://www.apple.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1588036811430112/?multi_permalinks=3224517421115368&comment_id=3224613534439090&notif_id=1637637061801296&notif_t=feedback_reaction_generic&ref=notif
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1588036811430112/?multi_permalinks=3224517421115368&comment_id=3224613534439090&notif_id=1637637061801296&notif_t=feedback_reaction_generic&ref=notif
http://www.apple.com
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LAMB ST. GEORGE’S DAY CAR SHOW
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LAMB ST. GEORGE’S DAY CAR SHOW



MARCH-APRIL 2022 ROUNDABOUT

 !34

AROUND THE CORNER

Note: Due to the ongoing uncertainties caused by Covid, the Events Calendar 
remains somewhat uncertain at this time but Members will be updated by 

email prior to any Events.

MORE EVENTS AHEAD ON PAGES 35-38!

*SEE UPDATE ON PAGE 35
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AROUND THE CORNER

"
Hi folks, May’s Branch event will be held next Tuesday, May 3rd. We 
will be meeting at Centennial Beach parking lot at 5:00pm https://
sunnytsawwassen.ca/discover/centennial-beach . From there Gerry 
Parkinson will lead us on a short tour of some of the interesting parts 
of South Delta including the Southlands Farmer’s Grange and housing 
development https://southlandsgrange.ca/, a little bit of the old 
Boundary Beach area, the new developments at Tsawwassen 
Springs, Tsawwassen Landing and the Boardwalk, and then out 
through the farmlands to River Road West, and arriving at Speed’s 
pub http://www.speedspubladner.ca/  about 6 PM .  If people just want 
to meet us a Speed’s Pub at 6 PM that is fine also.  
For those folks coming south from Richmond/Vancouver the traffic is a 
bit heavy around the Tunnel at 5 PM but the counter flow lane is in, so 
it keeps moving pretty well.  You would want to stay in the right two 
lanes, and not use the counter flow lane or you will miss the turn off to 
Tsawwassen.  
  
Please let Gerry know at gerryparkinson@gmail.com if you plan on 
joining us at the pub so he can reserve some seats. Thanks. 
  

https://sunnytsawwassen.ca/discover/centennial-beach
https://sunnytsawwassen.ca/discover/centennial-beach
https://southlandsgrange.ca/
http://www.speedspubladner.ca/
mailto:gerryparkinson@gmail.com
https://sunnytsawwassen.ca/discover/centennial-beach
https://sunnytsawwassen.ca/discover/centennial-beach
https://southlandsgrange.ca/
http://www.speedspubladner.ca/
mailto:gerryparkinson@gmail.com
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AROUND THE CORNER

!  

Email message from Alan & Mary Lou Miles 
Hi everyone,  hope you are doing well and looking forward to spring and 
the ABFM at VanDusen and Brits on the Beach being back in 2022.  
However, we have made the final decision not to proceed with Brits 
‘Round BC 2020 (now 2023) due to a number of reasons: 
  
1)      Road conditions: Due to the extreme weather in 2021, including heat domes, flooding, 
and fires, many of the original routes involved thorough fares that involved highways 
 severely impacted by these events: Highway 3 (large potholes after three months of all the 
trucks in Western Canada using it) with no time frame for all the repairs. Highway 99 under 
slide alert. Highway 8 which is still closed with not date to reopen.  Highway 1 between 
Spences Bridge and Lytton still has alternating traffic and delays. 
2)      Infrastructure in small towns:  With Covid, we are unclear as to if small towns in BC will 
a) welcome visitors or b) have the capacity with restaurants and motels to host us.  Many of 
the restaurants have closed, and it’s unclear if the motels have the staff to house us at this 
point. 
3)      Covid still has the potential for another variant, although, this is less of a concern it 
remains a risk. 
  
With consultation with a number of BRBC participants, we have made the 
call to wait one more year. Our apologies for not letting you know in 
January, but we wanted to make sure we have made the right decision for 
all of us. 
  
We are saddened by the loss of some of the OECC  members who signed 
up for the original run in 2020, too.   When this run does return, there will 
definitely be a toast to them. 
  
Thanks for your patience. Hope to see you all at car shows (and maybe 
smaller runs!) in 2022.
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AROUND THE CORNER

"

Type to enter text

Sunshine Coast ABFM: 
scottbroughton@gmail.com

Vandusen Garden ABFM 2022:

https://www.westerndriver.com/?

mailto:scottbroughton@gmail.com
https://www.westerndriver.com/?
https://www.westerndriver.com/?
mailto:scottbroughton@gmail.com
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AROUND THE CORNER

RESTORATION FAIR INQUIRIES:   Kim Parker      
kp3128@shaw.ca

mailto:kp3128@shaw.ca
mailto:kp3128@shaw.ca
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