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Hearts & Tarts Run 2022 
A Joint Event of the Pacific Morgan Owners Group and the OECC 

Vancouver Coast Branch 
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NEW ONLINE 
ACTIVITIES!

Check out our new 
webpage at oecc.ca for a 
new look and new features 
like direct online posting 
of Classifieds; new Events 
Calendar  and more!  
Some areas are still under 
construction!  Stay tuned!

FROM THE EDITOR’S 
DESK 

Les Foster  oeccroundabout@gmail.com

It  is  the  beginning  of  a  new  year  and  the  end  of  an  era.  
One our most respected and beloved members who made 
a tremendous contribution to both our Branch and to the 
OECC  as  a  whole,  Steve  Hutchens,  has  passed  from  this 
world.  

Steve served us in many capacities, Roundabout Editor for 
many  years,  OECC  Club  President,  VCB  Branch  Chair,  sat 
on  various  committees,  participated  enthusiastically  in 
Brits  Round BC and other  Club and Branch events,  always 
with a welcoming smile and thoughtful dedication.

Steve  was  a  personal  friend  of  mine,  a  man  that  I  held  in 
the  highest  possible  esteem  and  whom  I  will  sorely  miss.  
Steve, by example of his own life, showed me and others, 
that  the  way  out  of  darkness  is  to  keep  moving  toward 
the  light  and  that  is  what  we  all  must  do  in  this 
increasingly  complex  and  challenging  world  that  we  find 
ourselves in, today.  

To  that  end,  we  will  move  forward  as  a  Club,  as  Steve 
would  have  us  do,  and  make  the  best  year  that  we 
possibly  can,  whatever  comes  our  way.   We  are  off  to  a 
good start with some on-the-road events already past and 
the  improving  public  health  situation  is  giving  hope  of  a 
more  ‘normal’  events  calendar  to  come,  including  the 
Vandusen ABFM.  Let’s all do our part to hasten that day!

Our Club WebMaster, Gerry Parkinson, has been overseeing 
the total reconstruction of our Club website making it very 
interactive  and  user-friendly.   Our  Social  Media  reach  is 
growing  and  our  FaceBook  Group  recently  passed  the 
1,000th member mark!  

http://oecc.ca
mailto:oeccroundabout@gmail.com
mailto:oeccroundabout@gmail.com
http://oecc.ca
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FROM THE CHAIR  -Alan Inglis
2022 is here and I know we are all hoping for a better year 
than  2021.  Perhaps  2022  will  become  the  year  when  we 
learn to live with the Covid virus.

2022 Events are underway with the New Year’s Day Tony 
Cox  Memorial  run  and  the  Mike  Powley  Memorial  mid-January  run  –  although  both 
were  affected  by  snow  and  Covid  issues.  The  branch  held  a  Tuesday  meeting  in 
February by Zoom where three different quizzes were held on the “Quiz Night”!

Steve  and  Susan  Blake  held  their  annual  Hearts  and  Tarts  run  on  Sunday,  February 
13th, with an interesting run around the island that is Richmond, BC. A full report will 
appear later in this Roundabout, but here is a taster……

Steve  Kaufman  has 
organized  a  run  for 
Sunday,  March  19th, 
with  a  start  at  Garry 
Point  Park,  Richmond. 
Details  later  in  this 
Roundabout.

Event  planning  for  the 
rest  of  the  year  is 
underway  –  so  it  is  a 
good  time  for  your 
s u g g e s t i o n s  a n d 
requests!

On  the  administration 
s ide ,  the  branch 
executive  met  on 

January  27th.  Our  finances  are  in  good  shape.  Our  new  membership  director,  Dave 
Eddleston,  reported  that  the  club’s  new  membership  software  is  working  well.  And 
we  congratulated  Les  Foster  on  his  first  edition  of  the  Roundabout  in  his   current 
tenure of the position as Editor!

Club  membership  continues  in  strength  along  with  activity  on  the  Club  Facebook 
Group.
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WE REMEMBER 
STEVE HUTCHENS
A  leading  light  in  our  Branch  has  gone 
out.   Steve  Hutchens,  our  ‘American 
Cousin’,  passed  away  on  February  2nd, 
2022 at 2:00 PM.  Steve had suffered a 
stroke  in  the  late  Fall  of  2021  and 
subsequent  tests  revealed  a  difficult 
prognosis.   He  was,  as  I  said  in  my 
Editorial,  a  dear  friend  who  will  be  very 
missed.  Even  if  you  did  not  personally 
know  Steve,  you  were,  as  an  OECC 

Member, touched in some way by the dedication, hard work, and cheerful attitude that 
he brought to the many roles that he served the Club and our Branch in. (Editor) 

HERE ARE SOME REMINISCENCES FROM OUR MEMBERS…

 Gerry & Anita Parkinson:  We went on some great adventures with Steve Hutchens.  It was 
only 3 1/2 years ago (2018) that we adventured to the High Arctic and 2 1/2 years ago that 
we adventured all the way to Newfoundland and Labrador.  The High Arctic Adventure started 
with Steve hearing that the Northwest Territories Government were going to open a new road 
from Inuvik to Tuktoyaktuk on the Arctic Ocean the following year.  He was keen to go!  We 
agreed to meet in Whitehorse Yukon which was about 2500 km and 30 hours driving just for 
us to get to the starting point.  For  Steve and Celia  it  was much farther  because they took 
the long way through Alberta and the Northwest Territories to get there.  Leaving Whitehorse 
on the Klondike Highway it is 500 km to the turnoff to the Dempster Highway and from there 
it is still another 1000 km of jagged gravel road to reach the Arctic Ocean .  Steve was up for 
every adventure, and every major milestone sign, such as reaching the Arctic Circle, or Inuvik 
or the Arctic Ocean was worthy of a group photo on Steve's Camera.  He was fascinated with 
the History, Geography and Social Studies of everywhere he went, as well as looking at every 
Motorhome,  bus,  old  tractor,  and  other  conveyance.    Every  morning  was  greeted  with  a 
hearty  "GOOD  MORNING"  from  Steve,  even  when  the  dust  and  bugs  were  so  thick  in  the  air 
that you could cut them with a knife!  He loved to talk to people where ever we went.  One 
night in a roadside camp spot about 5 hours north of Dawson City (in the land of the midnight 
sun) he disappeared for a couple of hours, and we found that he had made new friends
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with a couple who had quit their jobs, bought an old Land Rover and were camping their way 
around North America (starting at the very top).  Steve called us all  over and gave a whole 
big intro to his new friends, and invited them to come and stay in Bellingham when they got 
that  far  south.   A  little  later  I  remember  we  were  just  getting  back  to  the  junction  of  the 
Dempster Highway and the Klondike highway where we had agreed to meet.  Steve and Celia 
didn't show up for a long time, and we were about to go back when they  finally  arrived.  

We  found  out  that 
S t e v e  f o u n d  a 
beautiful  lake  and 
just  had  to  stop  and 
take  pictures,  but 
then  couldn't  raise 
us  on  the  CB  Radio, 
because  we  had 
g o n e  o v e r  a 
mountain  range.  The 
n e x t  y e a r  w e 
decided  to  meet  in 
N e w f o u n d l a n d .  
Steve  and  Celia  had 
trouble with an error 
c o d e  i n  t h e 
motorhome  and 
came  ha l f  way 

across  the  country  in  "limp  mode"   in  order  to  reach  the  meeting  spot  at  a 
campground near Port Aux Basques, on the designated day.  We spent three weeks exploring 
Newfoundland,  Labrador  and  Nova  Scotia  together.  Every  evening  was  a  combined  dinner, 
then tea and cookies (Steve loved cookies!)  while  Steve and I  solved world problems,  talked 
about his recent biking trip clear across the state of Iowa, discussed U.S. regional culture and 
politics, and debated the merits of Electric Cars (Steve loved electric cars). Celia was teaching 
Anita  to  knit,  so  they  were  a  little  more  productive.   One  day  we  took  the  ferry  across  to 
Labrador.  Our visit was very short and we didn't see much due to ferry schedules and road 
construction.  We saw a turn off from the road we were on in L’Anse Amour Labrador and we 
figured out that it went all the way to Churchill Falls and then down to Quebec City (another 
30 hour trip on gravel).  Steve was so keen to drive that road, we discussed coming back the 
next year to complete the loop back to Quebec City (an adventure now missed due to Covid 
and Steve's passing). In the end we made it back to Nova Scotia 
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just  in  time  to  batten  down  for  Hurricane  Dorian.    We  backed  our  two  campers  in  beside 
each other behind a grove of trees, to sit out the 160 km/hour winds over night.  We had 
planned  a  steak  barbeque  for  that  night,  and  the  weather  was  only  about  80  km/hour  and 
raining  at  dinner  time,  so  I  popped  outside  to  the  barbeque,  and  did  the  steaks  anyway.  
Steve  thought  that  was  the  funniest  thing  he  had  seen,  and  talked  about  it  months  later. 
Steve  loved  everything  about  Motorhome  travel  and  was  a  keen  student  of  Motorhome 
design  -  he  was  always  shopping  for  the  next  great  motorhome  design,  and  was  even 
recruited by the manufacturer of his motorhome to provide customer input.  He was always 
an  early  adopter  of  technology,  and  had  a  wealth  of  knowledge  on  computers,  technology 
and electric cars,  way beyond most folks his age.  We were both early adopters of Electric 
Cars,  and  Steve  belonged  to  an  Electric  Car  Club  -  we  laughed  that  would  probably  be  an 
absurd concept in another 10 years when Electric Cars become ubiquitous -sadly Steve won't 
get  to  see  that.   We were  also  both  serial  volunteers  for  the  car  club,  signing  up  for  what 
ever job needed doing, and often working on committees together over  the  last  20  odd 

years.    Those  will  be 
big shoes to fill!  Steve 
was  our  "American" 
connection  for  buying 
cars in the U.S..  Lots 
of  us  used  Steve's 
house  (and  Steve)  as 
a  staging  area.    You 
could  buy  a  vehicle  in 
Amer ica,  have  i t 
shipped  to  the  lovely 
wooded  ac reage , 
Chez  Steve,  and  then 
get your paperwork in 
order,  and  go  down 
with  a  trailer  to 
import  the  car  across 

the  border.    Steve 
was  always  keen  to  help  with  these  schemes  (the  neighbours  probably  saw  a  lot  of 
interesting  stuff  passing  through  there).    What  a  great  adventurer,  intellect,  travel 
companion and great friend Steve was - with a positive, can-do attitude and a unquenchable 
thirst for new experiences and knowledge.  
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Walter & Linda Reynolds:  Linda and I  “met” Steve’s Morgan Plus 4, 4-seater in June 2000 
at  Ganges  on  Salt  Spring  Island.  We  may  not  have  met  Steve  himself,  but  snapped  a  photo 
from  Ganges  showing  an  individual  who  looks  like  him,  but  is  sporting  a  ponytail.  We’ve  no 
recollection of  him ever having such a hair  doo.  We were on Salt  Spring for  the Father’s  Day 
long  weekend,  staying  at  St.  Mary’s  Lake.  Our  stay  on  the  Salt  Spring  included  a  visit  to 
Linda’s cousin and her husband. They were managing a Provincial Park at the south end of the 
Island.  On  our  way  to  them  and  while  driving  through  Ganges,  we  came  across  a  display  of 
Morgans.  Knowing 
that  Morgans  were 
a favourite of mine, 
we  stopped  and 
spent  an  enjoyable 
hour  looking  at  all 
the  cars,  a  few  of 
which  had  Morgan 
rear-body  trailers!
At  the  Ganges 
Morgan  display  we 
also  met  Ken  and 
Pat  Miles  for  the 
first  time.  Ken  told 
us  the  history  of 
their  red/maroon 
Plus  8,  plus  some 
h i s to ry  o f  the 
Morgan  Club.  My  longest  involvement  with  Steve  was  our  almost  14  years  of  comparing  our 
weights on Monday morning. It all started at the Fort Langley Pub following the conclusion of 
the 2009 Fort Langley Run. I was sitting next to Steve and overheard him talking to Alan Miles 
sitting opposite him, about how hard it was for him to lose weight. As I had the same concern, 
I  suggested  to  Steve  something  like,  “Why  don’t  we  start  comparing  our  Monday  morning 
weights and see if that becomes the incentive to drop the pounds?” He thought it was worth 
a  try  so  we decided that  we would  start  the  next  day,  Monday,  April  27,  2009.  With  breaks 
for vacation absences, we continued the Monday Morning Weight exercise for the next almost 
14  years,  until  his  passing  a  few  days  ago.   When  Steve  knew  he  was  sick,  he  asked  me  to 
continue  to  report  my  Monday  Morning  Weight  to  him,  even  though  he  wouldn’t  be  able  to 
reciprocate. Little did I know that when I reported my Monday, February 7th weight, Steve had
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already  passed.  During  the  years  we  were  joined  first  by  Alan  Miles  and  later  by  John 
McDonald,  but  they dropped out after  a  few years.  All  the years  that  Steve and I  compared 
weight, he was the most successful at losing the pounds.Other things that I remember Steve 
for include how inclusive a person he was; if you were new into the Branch, he would be there 
to  say  “Hi.”.  In  addition,  who  can  forget  his  bear-like  hugs,  with  his  loud  laughs  in  your  ear 
while he still had you in his grip. Coming from a family where the men definitely DIDN’T hug, I 
found it a difficult exercise to keep out of one of his hugs. A hearty handshake is what I would 
offer  but  he  would  always  turn  it  into  a  hug.  Thanks,  Steve!  Regardless  of  the  positions  he 
held  in  the  Club  and  Branch,  Steve  was  always  approachable  and  friendly.  Even  in  our  Zoom 
sessions  he  was  front  and  centre  with  his  greetings  and  laugh.  We  will  all  miss  you,  Steve. 
Here’s thinking of you driving along with the angels.

Ian Cox:  I've just received the word that my long time friend Steve Hutchens has passed on. 
Now I sit here and reflect on the many years and conversations that we shared. I like to think 
I got to know him pretty well. Steve had a good life and a loving family. Of course he'll  miss 
that most of all. But give him a little while to get used to his new surrounding, then I'm pretty 

sure he'll be meeting 
up  with  a  crowd  of 
OECC  friends  who 
went  before  him. 
They'll  get  together 
to re-live their many 
years  of  good times 
together in the club. 
In  that  group  it's 
quite  likely  that 
Steve  wil l  have 
more  memories  to 
share  than  most, 
because  it's  just  a 
fact  that  he  was  a 

consistent and long time supporter of the OECC. Was there any job that needed to be done 
that Steve did not tackle?  Was there anything he would not say "yes" to? Steve's way was 
to excel at everything he did. His commitment of time and energy was with us to the end. I 
really  want  to  mention  this  too.  Steve's  work  for  the  club  involved  countless  and  frequent 
journeys  from  his  home  in  Washington  State  to  club  meetings  in  Vancouver,  Victoria, 
Nanaimo, and all across British Columbia. Meetings where he promoted supported and led the 
club. Steve and his companion Celia were consistently generous as they shared their time and
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talents,  and  all  at  no  small  monetary  expense  to  themselves.  Steve  did  it  because  of  his 
unfailing commitment to the club.  Through his values and his work Steve helped build a solid 
foundation  for  the  OECC,  and  that's  his  enduring  gift  to  us  now.  This  is  my  goodbye  to  you 
Steve.  You  were  a  positive  example  and  a  good  friend  to  all  of  us.  Your  contribution  to  the 
OECC is visible today in what the club has become. You can be proud of that. Thank you.

Alan & Mary Lou Miles:  Steve held many positions in the club including President and he was 
Chairperson  of  our  Branch  as  well  as  Branch  Secretary.  Steve  also  spent  many  years  as 
Roundabout  Editor.  Many  of  you  will  remember  Steve  from  the  many  Brits  ‘Round  BC  tours 
that  he  and  Celia  took  part  in,  once  serving  as  Wagon  Master.  Steve  was  known  for  his 
infectious laugh,  love of  life and his  love of  fish and chips.  Steve was always glad to see you 
and talk to you, a true gentleman, he will be greatly missed by us all.
Our condolences to Celia and family.
We have so many fond memories of Steve.  From being our first Brits ‘Round BC Wagonmaster 
in 2008, to all of the great OECC runs, ABFM’s at VanDusen and Bellevue and Brits’ Round BC 
in the years that followed.  Steve’s enthusiasm for life was infectious.  He was always up to 
stop at the side of the road for everything from scenery to museums to wildlife.  Of course, 
his memorable laugh and love of fish and chips was legendary. When he was the Wagonmaster 
of  Brits’  Round  BC,  he  ran  a  loose  ship.    Drivers  meeting  consisted  of  ensuring  you  knew 

where  you  were  to  be  at  the 
end  of  the  day  with 
some  great  places  to 
stop  but  otherwise 
j u s t  e n j o y  t h e 
journey.    For  Brits’ 
Round  BC  in  2010, 
Celia  and  Steve’s  Mini 
housed  the  regalia 
s t o r e  w h i c h  w a s 
“ a l w a y s  o p e n ” .  
Steve’s  hugs  and  pats 
on  the  back  when  you 
needed them will not be 
forgotten.    Of  course, 
there  was  always  his 
sense  of  humour  in  the 
articles he wrote for the 
Roundabout,  both  as 
editor  and  contributor.  
For  example,  his  article 

o n  l a d d e r safety  in  his  garage.  His 
photography  skills  were  also  always  appreciated  on  many  of  this  car  runs  and  in  the 
newsletters.  Steve will be missed both from the Club and personally as a friend.
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TONY COX MEMORIAL WHIMPER WONDERLAND RUN 
Saturday, January 1st, 2022 -Ian Newby
The Announcement:
“For the eighth year, CCMGC members will have the opportunity to blow away the cobwebs of 
2021 in a drive on New Year's Day. The 2022 Whimper Wonderland Run, started by Tony Cox 
in  2014,  encourages  topless  driving  in  all  types  of  weather.  Tony  was  a  member  of  CCMGC, 
and was also a member of the Langley Mostly British Club (LAMB) and the Old English Car Club 
(OECC), and members of these Clubs will be invited to join the CCMGC and CXKJR. We will also 
be inviting the Vancouver Mini Club to join us as they did last year.
Cars are asked to assemble around 10.30am at the Chevron station at 8th Avenue and 176th 
Street  in  South  Surrey,  for  an  11am start.  This  year  we  will  end  the  Run  at  a  pub  for  lunch 
around noon. Of course, all Covid 19 protocols will be adhered to, and vaccination status and 
IDs will be checked at the pub before entry.
This event will go ahead rain or shine, and has only once been cancelled when the roads were 
covered  in  snow.  Drivers  and  co-drivers  are  encouraged  to  wear  unusual  head  gear  in  an 
attempt to keep their brains warm. Numbers will be limited, so you are asked to indicate your 
intention to participate in this Run by emailing the make and model of your car, the names of 
the car occupants, a contact cell phone number and if you will be staying for lunch at the pub 
to Peter Tilbury on patilbury@shaw.ca."

The Reality:
Hi folks, it turns out that this run has been cancelled by the organizers however Ian Newby is 
still going to do the run if anyone else is interested. His message is below. Thanks.

Ian’s “No Surrender!” Response:
"Peter  Tilbury  has  some  concerns 
regarding  unplowed  roads  and  the 
possibility  of  more  snow.  He  has 
cancelled  the  run.  However:  Doreen 
and I have driven MGs and Jags in far 
worse  conditions  for  decades,  so  we 
will  continue  the  Whimper  tradition 
regardless.  I  think  Tony  will  ride  with 
us. If it is clear, MG; if it snows a Jag 
AWD.
We  have  the  route  instructions  from 
Peter,  and  will  finish  at  the  Jimmy 
Mac  Pub.  This  will  no  longer  be  a 
CCMG/CXKJR  sanctioned  event,  just 
us  maintaining  a  tradition.  If  other 
like-minded individuals turn up we will have extra instruction sheets available. 
No Surrender! Ian & Doreen"

Ian & Doreen with the MGWagen

mailto:patilbury@shaw.ca
mailto:patilbury@shaw.ca
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Robert McCullough 1974 MGB with top lowered!

Ian & Doreen: 1981 Mercedes GWagen cleverly ‘disguised' as an MG. Top up but still 
chilly.

(Sort of qualifies as a British vehicle as it was captured from the Argentine Army by 
Second Battalion the Parachute Regiment at Port Stanley in the Battle for the Falkland 

Islands).  
(The Iron Lady would be proud! -Editor)

Robert McCullough 1974 MGB with top lowered!

Robert looking very 
COOL!
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Thanks to our resident Rover Man, Walter 
Reynolds,  for  this  tribute  to  the  SD-1 
from Car & Classic!

Type to enter text

READ THE WHOLE ARTICLE AT: 

https://www.carandclassic.com/magazine/rover-remembrance-honouring-the-vitesse/?
utm_campaign=Broadcast%20%7C%20Saturday%20Newsletter%20%7C%2029%2F01%2F22&utm_term=01ER0
HJB54X7BBST57QZ7ZEZ7S&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Newsletter%20-
%20Engaged%20in%20the%20last%2012%20months&utm_content=Rover%20Remembered%20-
%20Honouring%20The%20Vitesse&_kx=2uckqxAyU2zaVHC5kiOQ3LlLt9g_aLjCuRUOMy1Lvj4%3D.X5QLxS

https://www.carandclassic.com/magazine/rover-remembrance-honouring-the-vitesse/?utm_campaign=Broadcast%20%7C%20Saturday%20Newsletter%20%7C%2029%2F01%2F22&utm_term=01ER0HJB54X7BBST57QZ7ZEZ7S&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Newsletter%20-%20Engaged%20in%20the%20last%2012%20months&utm_content=Rover%20Remembered%20-%20Honouring%20The%20Vitesse&_kx=2uckqxAyU2zaVHC5kiOQ3LlLt9g_aLjCuRUOMy1Lvj4%3D.X5QLxS
https://www.carandclassic.com/magazine/rover-remembrance-honouring-the-vitesse/?utm_campaign=Broadcast%20%7C%20Saturday%20Newsletter%20%7C%2029%2F01%2F22&utm_term=01ER0HJB54X7BBST57QZ7ZEZ7S&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Newsletter%20-%20Engaged%20in%20the%20last%2012%20months&utm_content=Rover%20Remembered%20-%20Honouring%20The%20Vitesse&_kx=2uckqxAyU2zaVHC5kiOQ3LlLt9g_aLjCuRUOMy1Lvj4%3D.X5QLxS
https://www.carandclassic.com/magazine/rover-remembrance-honouring-the-vitesse/?utm_campaign=Broadcast%20%7C%20Saturday%20Newsletter%20%7C%2029%2F01%2F22&utm_term=01ER0HJB54X7BBST57QZ7ZEZ7S&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Newsletter%20-%20Engaged%20in%20the%20last%2012%20months&utm_content=Rover%20Remembered%20-%20Honouring%20The%20Vitesse&_kx=2uckqxAyU2zaVHC5kiOQ3LlLt9g_aLjCuRUOMy1Lvj4%3D.X5QLxS
https://www.carandclassic.com/magazine/rover-remembrance-honouring-the-vitesse/?utm_campaign=Broadcast%20%7C%20Saturday%20Newsletter%20%7C%2029%2F01%2F22&utm_term=01ER0HJB54X7BBST57QZ7ZEZ7S&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Newsletter%20-%20Engaged%20in%20the%20last%2012%20months&utm_content=Rover%20Remembered%20-%20Honouring%20The%20Vitesse&_kx=2uckqxAyU2zaVHC5kiOQ3LlLt9g_aLjCuRUOMy1Lvj4%3D.X5QLxS
https://www.carandclassic.com/magazine/rover-remembrance-honouring-the-vitesse/?utm_campaign=Broadcast%20%7C%20Saturday%20Newsletter%20%7C%2029%2F01%2F22&utm_term=01ER0HJB54X7BBST57QZ7ZEZ7S&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Newsletter%20-%20Engaged%20in%20the%20last%2012%20months&utm_content=Rover%20Remembered%20-%20Honouring%20The%20Vitesse&_kx=2uckqxAyU2zaVHC5kiOQ3LlLt9g_aLjCuRUOMy1Lvj4%3D.X5QLxS
https://www.carandclassic.com/magazine/rover-remembrance-honouring-the-vitesse/?utm_campaign=Broadcast%20%7C%20Saturday%20Newsletter%20%7C%2029%2F01%2F22&utm_term=01ER0HJB54X7BBST57QZ7ZEZ7S&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Newsletter%20-%20Engaged%20in%20the%20last%2012%20months&utm_content=Rover%20Remembered%20-%20Honouring%20The%20Vitesse&_kx=2uckqxAyU2zaVHC5kiOQ3LlLt9g_aLjCuRUOMy1Lvj4%3D.X5QLxS
https://www.carandclassic.com/magazine/rover-remembrance-honouring-the-vitesse/?utm_campaign=Broadcast%20%7C%20Saturday%20Newsletter%20%7C%2029%2F01%2F22&utm_term=01ER0HJB54X7BBST57QZ7ZEZ7S&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Newsletter%20-%20Engaged%20in%20the%20last%2012%20months&utm_content=Rover%20Remembered%20-%20Honouring%20The%20Vitesse&_kx=2uckqxAyU2zaVHC5kiOQ3LlLt9g_aLjCuRUOMy1Lvj4%3D.X5QLxS
https://www.carandclassic.com/magazine/rover-remembrance-honouring-the-vitesse/?utm_campaign=Broadcast%20%7C%20Saturday%20Newsletter%20%7C%2029%2F01%2F22&utm_term=01ER0HJB54X7BBST57QZ7ZEZ7S&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Newsletter%20-%20Engaged%20in%20the%20last%2012%20months&utm_content=Rover%20Remembered%20-%20Honouring%20The%20Vitesse&_kx=2uckqxAyU2zaVHC5kiOQ3LlLt9g_aLjCuRUOMy1Lvj4%3D.X5QLxS
https://www.carandclassic.com/magazine/rover-remembrance-honouring-the-vitesse/?utm_campaign=Broadcast%20%7C%20Saturday%20Newsletter%20%7C%2029%2F01%2F22&utm_term=01ER0HJB54X7BBST57QZ7ZEZ7S&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Newsletter%20-%20Engaged%20in%20the%20last%2012%20months&utm_content=Rover%20Remembered%20-%20Honouring%20The%20Vitesse&_kx=2uckqxAyU2zaVHC5kiOQ3LlLt9g_aLjCuRUOMy1Lvj4%3D.X5QLxS
https://www.carandclassic.com/magazine/rover-remembrance-honouring-the-vitesse/?utm_campaign=Broadcast%20%7C%20Saturday%20Newsletter%20%7C%2029%2F01%2F22&utm_term=01ER0HJB54X7BBST57QZ7ZEZ7S&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Newsletter%20-%20Engaged%20in%20the%20last%2012%20months&utm_content=Rover%20Remembered%20-%20Honouring%20The%20Vitesse&_kx=2uckqxAyU2zaVHC5kiOQ3LlLt9g_aLjCuRUOMy1Lvj4%3D.X5QLxS


JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2022 ROUNDABOUT

 !14

Hearts and Tarts 2022
Steve Blake
February 13, 2022 was the 24th running of the Hearts and Tarts Drive. This run is always on 
the Sunday closest to Valentine’s Day and was started by the Blakes as a Northern Pod event 
for the Morgan Owners Group Northwest. In 2010, the Old English Car Club was invited to join 
in and in 2016 the new Pacific 
Morgan Owners Group replaced 
the MogNW. 
This year we had brilliant sunshine 
and 18 cars of participants. Three 
additional cars had to cancel at 
the last minute due to mechanical 
or family emergencies. From the 
PACMOG we had the leaders, 
Steve and Susan Blake (1991 
Morgan Plus 8), Tom Morris and 
Elaine Davie (1973 Morgan Plus 
8), Chris Allen and Pam Mahoney 

(1972 Plus 8), Ken and Pat Miles 
(1960 Morgan Plus 4 DHC), Jon 
Moss (1960 Morgan Plus 4, 4-
seater), John Rennie (1969 
Morgan 4/4 4-seater), and Bill 

Hayter (Acura MDX). Note that most of the members of 
the PACMOG also belong to the OECC. Others from the 
OECC were Gerry and Anita Parkinson (MGF), Bill and Jo 
Ann Nixon (Jaguar 340 MKII), Alan and Mary Lou Miles 
(Sunbeam Alpine), Bernie and Pat Miles (Jaguar), Bart and Audrey Shaw (Triumph TR4A), Bill 
Forst (1951 Alvis), Alan and Maureen Inglis (Bentley), Brian Yates (Jaguar E-type), Dave and 
Chris Walker (F-type), Bill and Suzanne Grant (1960 Morris Oxford), and Mike and Freydis 
Welland (1967 Daimler). I have a feeling I am missing one Jaguar?!! 19 cars? 
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We left the Ironwood Plaza just after 11:00 am with the exception of the Miles, who failed to 
launch. A short kept their Morgan in the parking lot, but with some crossed fingers, they were 
able to complete the run. They conked out a couple times but were always able to restart and 

carry  on.  Each  car  set  out  with  a  set  of 
instructions  so  we  did  not  have  to  stop  and 
regroup along the way. We basically did a tour 
of  Lulu  Island  and  drove  both  the  north  and 
south Dyke roads along the Fraser River. 

The  drive  took  us  past  several  golf  courses, 

blueberry  farms  and  cranberry  bogs,  along 
the  booming  grounds  (place  where  logs  are 
stored  waiting  to  go  to  the  mills)  of  the 
North  arm  of  the  Fraser  River,  fish 
processing  plants,  ship  building  yards, 

sawmills,  container  storage 
facilities, and some derelict boats. 
We  drove  along  Vulcan  Way 
where  several  motorhomes  and 
neglected  vans  park  on  the 
roadside  with  their  “homeless” 
owners,  and  then  followed  No.  5 
Road for its total  length from the 
site of the old drive-in theatre on 
the bank of the Fraser, across the 
breadth of Richmond to the South 
Arm  of  the  Fraser  River.  No.  5 
Road  has  many  temples  and 
churches.  Along  the  south  Dyke 

Road, we saw many cyclists and walkers along the roadway. We wound our way in and out of 
farmland and along the  river  passing  a  few shanty  houses  left  over  from the  squatter’s  days, 
the  government  docks  where  the  fishing  boats  berth,  the  site  of  the  Britannia  Shipyard,  new 
condo developments and into the village of Steveston. We finished our drive in the parking lot 
outside the Gulf of Georgia Cannery Museum.



JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2022 ROUNDABOUT

 !16
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Hearts and Tarts 2022!
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LIKE FATHER, LIKE SON
Nigel Mathews
Do  you  remember  your  parents  trying  to  stop  you  from  doing  something  and  trying  to 
convince you that it was for your own good? After all they are older and wiser than you, and 
you should listen to them.
Well, I guess what goes around comes around. 
When  I  was  attending  college,  25  kilometres  from home,  my  Father  purchased  a  brand-new 
Renault  4  for  my daily  commute  (thanks  a  lot)  what  an  un-cool  ugly  duckling  that  was,  the 
novelty of  a new car  wore off  very quickly because I  had my eyes on a new MG Midget and 

tried to sell  my father on the idea of allowing me to trade 
in  the  Renault.  He  was  not  amused  and  spelled  out  the 
ground  rules  very  firmly  for  such  stupidity.  If  I  kept  the 
Renault,  his  in-house  mechanic  on  the  estate,  Frank 
Goreham would maintain it, he would supply me with all the 
fuel that was required (we had our own fuel pump) and he 
would also insure it on his fleet policy. Any deviation from 
that and I was on my own. Well, I knew better didn’t I? The 
Renault  became  a  gleaming  white  1970  MG  Midget.  The 
boy  racer  in  me  could  not  be  harnessed  for  long  and  the 
modifications  began,  despite  being  told  by  mechanic 
Goreham that if it was supposed to have those things, they 

would have fitted them at the factory which incidentally was only ten miles away.  
Out came the air chisel and off came some of the sheet metal to make room for some wide 
wheels that I had made by Weller Wheels in Kent. They were terrible and so out of true that it 
was almost impossible to balance them despite trying a selection of different tyres. I installed 
flared  wheel  arches  and  changed  the 
white  enamel  factory  paintwork  for  a 
nitro-cellulose  black  lacquer  paint  job 
with  gold  pinstripes.  John Player  Special 
(JPS) cigarettes were all the rage at the 
time  and  since  a  JPS  Lotus  Europa  was 
out  of  my  reach,  I  created  my own JPS 
MG.  There  was  just  one  problem,  these 
modifications  had  consumed  all  of  my 
money and then the facts of life set in.  
A  17-year-old  driving  a  62-h.p.  sports 
car  was  such  an  underwriter’s 
nightmare  that  only  one  Insurance 
company  in  the  country  would  insure 
me.  I  had  to  save  up  for  three  months 
to buy one month of insurance coverage. At least the fuel situation 
worked out, because I knew where the key to the pumps was kept and the 32 litres that the 
Midget required to fill the tank would not be missed.
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Fast  forward  to  1998 when  my son  was  attending  UBC  and  the  road  we  were  heading  down 
seemed very  familiar.  The  deal  was  that  I  would  supply  my son with  a  LOVELY un-cool  1983 
Volvo  240  Turbo  that  was  built  like  a  tank  and  the  insurance  would  be  paid  for.  That  plan 
failed very quickly, Heaven forbid, it would appear that the Volvo was about as un-cool as the 
Renault 4 and did not fit in with the BMWs, Audis and other new cars in the UBC parkade, that I 
was  paying  $600  per  semester  for him to park in.  Junior had it  all  planned out,  there was 
o n l y one solution to ditching the Volvo, get a summer job 

in  a  bank  and  purchase  a  two-year-old  1997  Honda 
Prelude.  It  didn’t  take  long  before  junior  found  the 
Vancouver Prelude Forum website and before I could 
blink, he was asking me to help him install gauges, a 
body  kit,  trunk  and  hood  spoilers  that  required 
painting,  intake  tubes,  OEM  wheels  from  the  SH 
model  and  a  huge  stainless-steel  muffler.  In  went 
the  carbon  fibre  inner  trim  pieces  and  the  sound 
system  as  I  shook  my  head  in  exasperation  and 
muttered  as  every  weekend  there  was  something 
new  to  install.  The  Prelude  has  now  been  handed 
down  to  his  sister  at  a  bargain  basement  price.  

having stripped most  of  the parts  he sold  them on 
the Prelude forum, because he now has a Subaru WRX STi with 19 inch Japanese 

forged rims, sticky tyres, stiff slalom suspension and sway bars as 
well as some other some other goodies. I will admit that 
I  loved  driving  this  car  and  every  time  I  am  behind  the 
wheel  it  makes  me  remember  that  old  expression  like 
father, like son.  
He  is  now  41,  the  VP  of  finance  at  one  of  Vancouver’s 

M o v i e  P r o d u c t i o n 
Companies  and  has  three 
children  and  drives  a  Prius 
and  Toyota  Highlander 
Hybrid.
I’m  sure  when  he  is 
approaching  sixty  and 
closer to being an empty nester,  he will  be looking for a Honda 
Prelude  or  Subaru  WRX  STi  or  perhaps  his  last  toy  BC  (before) 
and French Blue Audi S4 with a V-8 engine. 
We  had  a  conversation  a  few  weeks  ago.  He  said  Dad,  “When 
you  told  me  to  buy  a  Honda  S2000  two  or  three  years  ago 
when  they  were  $20,000,  I  should  have  listened  to  you.  They 
are now selling for $45,000” 
I  replied, “I  know Son, when I  purchased my house for $72,000 
in  1978,  I  should  have purchased the  one next  door  also,  but  I 

was only earning $5 an hour as an apprentice mechanic”
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Thanks to Steve Blake, Editor of The Morgan 
Link, for sharing this article by Ken Miles!
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ACCIDENTAL RESTORER: MY ALVIS TA 21
Bill Forst
I became an “accidental” British classic restorer some seven years ago when a 1956 Rover 

P4  90  adopted  me.  “Auntie  Doris”  continues  to  run 
rather  well,  and  still  looks  acceptable,  though  she 
could  use  a  respray  sometime  in  the  near  future.  She 
has, however, suffered some sibling rivalry for the last 
couple  of  years  due  to  being  elbowed  out  of  the 
garage by a 1953 Alvis TA 21.

When  I  considered  writing  this  article  for  Roverview,  I 
thought I needed to explain, as the car is not an Alvis. 
That  said,  I  discovered  upon  a  little  research  that  the 
Alvis  Company  was  acquired  by  Rover  in  1965,  so 
there is, indeed, a relationship.

It was my VW Westfalia van and the Rover that brought my attention to this Alvis. A young 
family  contacted  me  from  the  ferry  to  Gibsons,  as  they  were  having  some  mechanical 
issues with their Westfalia and had heard that I had some experience with them. While they 
were in my driveway, the woman noticed my Rover and remarked that her mother had “an 
old English car in North Vancouver that she needs to get rid of”.  Intrigued, we gave her a 
call. 

The next week I found myself in a small garage in North Vancouver. The garage hadn’t been 
opened much in recent years, as the dust 
and spiderwebs attested,  but there sat  a 
very  solid  and  complete  Alvis  TA  21.  I 
was  told  that  the  car  had  been  driven 
into  the  garage  under  its  own  steam  in 
the 1980s.

The  story  was  that  the  car  had  been 
purchased  some  time  in  the  1960s  by 
the  mother’s  father  in  law  from  an 
Englishman  who  had  exported  it  from 
England  to  Halifax,  and  driven  it  across 
Canada to North Vancouver. The father in 
law  kept  the  car  quite  well  for  some 
years,  first  in  North  Vancouver,  and  then 
on  Denman  Island  in  his  retirement  years. 
Upon  his  death,  the  car  went  to  his  son,  The  son  had  intentions  to  keep  the  car  running, 
but sadly, he too died in the 1980s, and the car passed to his wife… the current owner.

A  price  was  settled  on,  and  in  July  of  2018,  with  a  borrowed  GMC  Suburban  and  U-Haul 
trailer, she was moved to my driveway. 
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I haven’t resurrected a long standing car before…my Rover had only been standing less that 
a year before I started it. I am not able nor particularly interested to spend the money that 
this car probably deserves, so am proceeding with a “rolling restoration”. I will be happy to 
get  her  up  and  safely  running,  and  leave  the  cosmetics  to  some  future  enterprise.  I  was 
tempted  to  pour  in  a  few  litres  of  gasoline  and  see  what  happened,  but  wisely  stopped 

myself,  and  am  now  working  through 
various drivability issues. 

The  first  projects  were  removal  and 
cleaning  of  the  oil  pan  (thick  sludge!),  fuel 
tank-  very  clean…I  presume  it  had  been 
drained),  and  sending  the  twin  SU 
carburetors  for  restoration  (  I  don’t  have 
the patience nor precision to do it myself).  
The  big  project,  last  winter,  was  replacing 
all of the front suspension rubber and front 
shocks.   The  heavy  front  springs  were  an 

interesting  effort  ,  requiring  some  heavy 
duty  compressors  and  plenty  of  safety 
chains  and  cables  during  the  the 
compression.  

My current project is rebuilding the brake 
hydraulics; the master cylinder and five of 
the six wheel cylinders were completely 
seized.

The effort is taking some time, as you can 
see, and the car has been moved in and out of the garage a few times to make room for 
essential little jobs on the Rover and the VW van. I will try a startup once the brakes are 
done, quite possibly within a month. Indeed, there may be a supplement to this article!
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You are no doubt curious about 
parts availability for an “orphan”.  I 
discovered, to my delight, that 
parts are just as available as P4 
parts.  Of course, much of the electrical system and the brake hydraulics are the usual, 
generally available, manufacturers such as Lucas and Girling, but the most interesting news 
is a company called “Red Triangle”, located in Warwickshire.  From their website: “The 
Alvis Company passed everything to Red Triangle- the complete stock of Alvis Parts, all 
22,000 Car Records, one for every car Alvis produced and over 14,000 works drawings, 
correspondence files, and data sheets- in fact everything to do with Alvis cars from 1920 
to 1967”.  I have yet to be stumped for parts for my TA21.

My wife and I visited the Red Triangle facility while travelling in England in 2019, and were 
kindly given a tour of the offices.  In addition to the parts warehouse, there was a 
restoration shop, a sales display room, and the inventory of files.  We were shown the vast 
file of original blueprints, and the file racks with the 
complete files on each car produced.  If I had the 
chassis number for my car, he would have pulled the 
file for me.  Instead, he showed me the Duke Of 
Edinburgh’s Alvis!

I was pleased to find some accessories such as a tie 
and badge from the Alvis Owner’s Club, an original 
“Operator’s Manual”, and a friend contributed a Parts 
Catalogue. Needless to say, both manuals have been 
invaluable in the restoration process.
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SECTION WHEELS & DEALS

2011 AUDI A3: Practical, with power to spare  PAGE C24

CFRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2011KEITH MORGAN (EDITOR)   ���-'+$-',$)'/,�����kmorgan@theprovince.com   |  

Not your mom’s minivan
Honda engineers set out to redefine the minivan with 
the 2011 Odyssey, and The Truck Guy reports they’ve 
been successful in changing our perceptions.

PAGE C5

                      — Submitted photo

SI!: Some of the most 
beautiful Triumphs 

ever were designed by 
an Italian PAGE C8

WHAT! A 
TRIUMPH 

FOR ITALY? 

Thanks to Nigel Mathews for this article!
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HEALEY/DEELEY CONNECTION 
Les Foster
Recently,  Gerry  Parkinson  received  a  communication  from  a  noted  Austin  Historian  and 
Author,  David  Whyley,  in  the  UK.   After  Gerry’s  initial  response  to  his  request  for 
information on Austins J40 pedal cars in B.C. I undertook to help to dig deeper into their 
sale  and  their  use  in  children’s  traffic  safety  schools.  While  on  a  mission  to  Trev  Deeley 
Motorcycles in Vancouver to collect some historical information, their very helpful General 
Manager (and Car Guy!), Darwin Osarchuk, took me to see this painting of the late, great, 
Donald  Healey  which  was  gifted  to  the  Austin  Healey  Owners  Association  of  British 
Columbia  by  Healey’s  granddaughter.   To  thank  Trev  Deeley  Motorcycles  for  hosting  a 
show of Healeys on their lot several years ago, the club presented the framed painting to 
the  dealership.   Darwin  graciously  allowed  me  to  photograph  it  and  mused  that  perhaps 
the OECC might stage a show sometime in the future when the world returns to a more 
stable footing.  Something to consider, for sure!  
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AROUND THE CORNER

Me n Eds,Pizza 
7110 Hall Ave, 
Burnaby, BC 

EVENTS LISTINGS ARE SUBJECT TO REVISION AND ADDITION  
WATCH FOR EMAIL UPDATES FROM THE BRANCH
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Register at sskauf@telus.net BEFORE March 16!

mailto:sskauf@telus.net
mailto:sskauf@telus.net
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ALL BRITISH FIELD MEET AT VANDUSEN 
GARDEN 2022 

https://www.westerndriver.com/?page_id=12718

https://www.westerndriver.com/?page_id=12718
https://www.westerndriver.com/?page_id=12718
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