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I’m happy to report that our season is well underway.  We have had several formal and 
informal runs and get-togethers already.  In spite of some not so great weather in May 
we also had some great days that have encouraged us to spiff up our cars and get 
them out in the sunshine and on the road. 
This year was my and Jim’s first time at the All British Field Meet at Van Dusen 
Botanical Gardens.   How beautiful the gardens and how impressive the cars! To see 
so many Sunbeam Tigers, MGTF’s and Austin-Healey’s all in one place…not to 
mention Spitfires, Jaguars and so many others.  It was well attended and very 
impressive.  It was also great to see so many familiar faces. 
I understand the Empire Days Parade was good, and we really did try to get there.  A 
few of us unfortunately were trapped in the stalled traffic and were roasted in the sun at 
8 km per hour.  It was a great day for a parade; it’s just not the one we wanted to be in!  
We arrived in time for lunch and the Hedges finally received their long awaited 
restoration award with as much pomp and pageantry as the White Spot would tolerate. 
Wednesday evenings has us at Qualicum Beach (at the 4 poles) and it’s nice to see 
members informally gathering and chatting about cars and the beauty of this part of the 
country. 
We unfortunately lost two members.  Both Cees denHolder and David Jones 
succumbed to cancer.  Condolences were offered to both families from the Central 
Island Branch. 
Jim and I (mostly Jim) have been really busy planning and organizing the Brits Round 
BC.  It’s looking like it will be a stellar trip in spite of BC ferries doing everything in their 
power to show disrespect for the citizens of BC (my apologies for being political).  Even 
so, enthusiasm is building and we are looking forward to it!   We’ll see many of you 
there and then later at Brits on the Beach! 
...Cathy Gislason - Chairman 

Chairman’s Message 

 
 
 
As of June 16, 2014 we have 116 memberships with 215 members. With all the 
inquiries about our club at the Seaside Cruisers in Qualicum this past weekend, 
I expect we will be welcoming a few more members. 
The updated roster is on the website for your viewing. 
Looking forward to sunny skies, great runs and fabulous friendships. 
 
Cheers, Melba 

Membership Report 
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Spring Explorer April 27th 2014 

Cruise Ship Display May 16th 2014 
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A.B.F.M. Van Dusen Gardens May 17th 2014 



 

Page 5 of  14 

 
Once again - probably for the 15th or 16th time - the OECC was strongly represented 
in Nanaimo's annual Empire Days Parade. Members had 'signed-up' 18 old English 
cars to take part in the parade. Unfortunately, a huge traffic jam, due to a motorcycle 
accident on the Trans Canada highway north of Nanaimo, tied up four of our member 
cars for hours, so only 14 cars actually did the parade. While we had a few sprinkles as 
we were lined up at the start, the rain stayed away for the parade itself. I'm told we 
made a fine colourful display, much enjoyed by the large and enthusiastic crowd of 
folks all along the parade route. For the second year in succession, our OECC entry 
won the first prize ribbon as the best antique car entry. Happily too, several of our 
members, who had missed the parade due to the traffic jam north of the city, were able 
to join in for a good lunch at the downtown White Spot restaurant following the pa-
rade...Al Thompson 

 
 
 

Nanaimo Empire Days Parade May 18th 2014 
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Qualicum Beach Show & Shine June17th 2014 
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   With the appearance of E10 blended gasoline, some materials used in older 
model SU carburetors may be at risk of degradation. A list of materials that may 
be affected and ones that are resistant consists of the following: 
 
           SUITABLE                                          NON-SUITABLE 
 
 

 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Ethanol  E10 Fuel and SU Carburetors  

  Carbon Steel                                                                
  Stainless Steel                                                              
  Bronze                                                                          
  1018 Steel Nickel Plate/1018                                       
  Zinc Di-Chromate plated/  1018 
  Steel Zinc-Nickel plated                              
  Acetal/Acetal Copolymerized                                      
  Polyethylene                                                                 
  Teflon                                                                            
  Fiberglass-reinforced plastic                                         
  Buna-N (hoses and gaskets)                                          
  Fluorel                                                                           
  Fluorosilicomne                                                             
  Polysulphide rubber                                                      
  Viton (not A grade)                                                        
  Acrylic Rubber (ACM)                                                  
  Epichlorohydrin Homopolymer CO)                           
  Epichlorohydrin Ehylene Oxide                                    
  Copolymer (Eco)                                                            
  Neoprene  
                                                                                          

Brass  
Copper  
Zinc and galvanized material 
Terne plate (lead/tin coated steel 
Aluminum (some grades) 
Magnesium Alloys  
Zamak 5 
Polyurethane  
Polymers containing alcohol 
groups 
Fiberglass-reinforced polyester 
and epoxy resins 
Shellac 
ABS 
PVC 
Natural Rubber 
Poyethylene Terephthalate (PET) 
Cork 
Petseal 
Nitrile Rubber ( NBR) ( Buna N ) 
with low acrylonitile (CAN ) content 
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In applications for SU carburetors, The types H, HD, and HS have components 
that are affected. The needle and seat valve in the float chamber were originally 
made of Brass which can be degraded by Ethanol. Burlen Fuel Systems 
(manufacturer of all SU and Zenith carburators) now supply Viton tipped 
needles for the above models of carburetors. 
  Floats for these models were originally made from brass or plastic that can 
suffer degradation . The Stay-Up replacement floats are constructed of Viton 
based  material which is ethanol resistant, puncture proof and more easily 
adjusted using the new hinge design (HS models). 
  
  New seals have been developed for the H type carburetor to replace the cork 
seals which will degrade and start to leak fuel. The new rubber seals require 
new jet bearings and are available under part numbers WZX1775 and 
WZX1777 for the Thermo starting carburetor. 
 New rubber seals to replace he cork one supplied for throttle spindles on 
the HD models are now available. 
  Carburetor  main needles are now being made from silver nickel to 
eliminate the deterioration of the original brass needles. 
 Old fuel hoses can weaken and close up, replace with new resistant ones. 
Burlen offers braided construction if required. 
 Lastly, older material used in fuel pump diaphragms can degrade and leak, 
replace with new, not NOS.      
 
Submitted by Doug Unia 
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Chairperson Opening Remarks (Cathy Gislason)  
The meeting was called to order at 7PM.  
There were 54 members in attendance.  
There were no guests or new members at this meeting.  
Candy Francis made a motion that the minutes of the March 2014 general meeting as 
circulated by e-mail be accepted. This motion was seconded by Marj Sabourin. The 
motion was carried.  
Treasurer’s Report (Al Ramsay)  
Al Ramsay provided a summarized report stating that our current bank balance is 
$XXXXX. The only outstanding expense from this will be club dues which will be ap-
proximately $900.00. Al stated that if any member would like more details they are to 
see him directly.  
Membership Report (Melba Nelson)  
Melba stated that there are now 108 memberships sold with a total membership of 200 
members. She mentioned that if there are any changes or additions to the current ros-
ter she must be notified as May 31st is the deadline.  
Branch Events (Paul Mansell)  
Paul Mansell stated that he emailed out a copy of the OECC Events. Members are en-
couraged to check out this list. Paul received a request regarding the Annual Bathtub 
Regatta to be held on July 27th.  
Marj Sabourin spoke on the April 27th and asked those intending to attend to sign up as 
soon as possible as numbers are required for the restaurant reservation. Al Thompson 
spoke about the Empire Day Parade and will send out an email with details and in-
structions.  
 
Brits on the Beach  
Steve provided an update on this upcoming event. Adrian discussed parking details 
with Al Ramsay who will coordinate parking details. Paul Mansell will follow up with the 
possibility of getting a cubed van for the tables and barbeques need for this event. It 
was mentioned that they need approximately 38 volunteers for the day and members 
are encouraged to contact them if they wish to volunteer. There will be a sign-up sheet 
for volunteers at the May 2014 general meeting. Steve Wareing and Adrian Rice an-
nounced again that they are stepping down as the Brits on the Beach Coordinators fol-
lowing this year’s event but will mentor their replacement for 2015. We are looking for 
volunteers to step up as their replacement for 2015. The potential replacements are 
encouraged to shadow Steve and Adrian at this year’s event.  
 
 

Minutes of  April 17th , 2014  Executive Meeting 
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Brits Around BC (Jim Gislason)  
Jim Gislason announced that final plans are in the works and now the new BC Ferries 
schedule has been released. The departure from Comox will be June 30th at 10:10AM. 
There will be a July 1st Parade in Sechelt.  
New Business  
 -  Adèle Hedges announced for members to submit pictures of themselves or their 
cars if they have not already done so for our Member’s Only Gallery. Please send it to 
her email address.  
 
 -  Adèle is the Registrar for all branches of the OECC.  
 
 -  Ken Tanguay announced that so far 38 cars have registered for the Qualicum Show 
and Shine and we should have approximately 42 entries by the event date. Ken stated 
that there is a strong possibility that the event could be full by the end of the Easter 
long weekend. Ken will send out an email with the June 15th details. Registration must 
be done online on the Seaside Cruisers website then give your registration information 
to Ken.  
 
Merv’s Mystery Car of the Month (Merv Steg)  
Merv Steg presented his “Mystery Car of the Month” and stumped the membership 
once again with his MGF (X Power) SVR. They were produced from 2004-2005. The 
value range on this vehicle is in the range of 65,000 and 85000 UK.  
50/50 Draw  
The winner of the 50/50 was Marilyn Tarry - $33.00. Winners of the 50/50 who are 
wearing their name badges are eligible to win an additional $5.00 and Marilyn was 
wearing her badge so she was entitled to an additional $5.00  
Social Break Brown Bag Auction (Doug Unia)  
Ken Tanguay was our auctioneer for the 4th Annual Brown Bag Auction. Ken did a fan-
tastic job as usual and auctioned the many items submitted by our members. The 
event was a huge success and everyone enjoyed themselves including the Legion bar-
tender. The amount raised will be announced at the May general meeting. Thank you 
to all those who submitted items and bid for this fundraiser.  
The next General Meeting is scheduled for Thursday May 15th – at 7PM.  
 
Bob Thompson – Branch Secretary  
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Chairperson Opening Remarks (Cathy Gislason)  
The meeting was called to order at 7:10PM  
There were 65 members in attendance.  
Two guests attended this evening’s meeting – Maurice Barnett (formerly of Ladner BC, 
with a Jaguar) and Peter and Claire Tyler (formerly of Alberta) also with a Jaguar).  
Regrets: Al and Val Ramsay and Paul and Patricia Mansell were not able to attend this 
evening.  
Howard Lockhart made a motion that the minutes of the April 2014 general meeting as 
circulated by e-mail be accepted and the motion was seconded by Candy Francis. The 
motion was carried.  
Treasurer’s Report  
Cathy Gislason received an email from Al Ramsay with the monthly Treasurer’s Re-
port. She reported on Al Ramsay’s behalf, that the current bank balance is $XXXXX.  
Membership Report (Melba Nelson)  
Melba reported that as of this meeting we now have 110 memberships paid with a total 
membership of 204. She announced outstanding dues must be paid by May 31st or 
their names will be removed from the roster. Melba also announced that caution should 
be taken for those members wearing name tags who may have a pacemaker.  
Branch Events  
Paul Mansell emailed out the updated list of upcoming events with the Central Island 
Branch of the OECC and Cathy reviewed a few of events coming up within the next 
month. John Thompson reported that 10 cars will be on display on May 16th for a 
cruise ship visiting Nanaimo; Al Thompson reported that 19 cars have been listed for 
the Empire Day’s Parade on May 18th and Ken Tanguay reported that 44 cars have 
registered for the Qualicum Beach Show and Shine on Father’s Day June 15th. Ap-
proximately 5 cars will attend the Beacon Hill Show in Victoria also on June 15th.  
Regalia (July Unia)  
Judy Unia announced that had name tags ready for pick up for those who have placed 
an order for one.  
Brits on the Beach (Steve Wareing and Adrian Rice)  
Steve Wareing and Adrian Rice provided an update on the Brits on the Beach taking 
place July 13th. They announced once again that 38 volunteers are required for the 
event and that a sheet would be passed around collecting names. Steve and Adrien 
indicated they were still looking for their replacements and Stephen Roebuck put his 
name forward willing to help out as part of new leadership team. Doug Unia, Jim Gis-
lason, Glen Stainsby, Al Thompson, and Norm Hall will man a parts table at the event. 
 
 
  

Minutes of  May 15th , 2014  General Meeting 
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Brits Around BC (Jim Gislason)  
Jim Gislason announced that as of this meeting we have 28 cars signed up for the tour. 
He noted that there will be a large contingent from the Calgary area joining us on Day 7 
for the trip down the Kananaskis Trail in Alberta. A social will be held on June 29th at 
Boston Pizza to officially start the tour. Jim will send out an email with further details in 
the near future.  
New Business  
Adam Langelier made a brief presentation that he is making custom-made license 
plates. Anyone interested can contact him directly.  
Merv’s Mystery Car of the Month (Merv Steg)  
Merv Steg presented his “Mystery Car of the Month” and after a number of clues, Dave 
Kelsey guessed the correct answer – Standard Vanguard Phase I.  
50/50 Draw  
The winner of the 50/50 was Darla Millard winning $38.50. Winners of the 50/50 who 
are wearing their name badges are eligible to win an additional $5.00 and unfortunately 
Darla was not wearing her badge so she was not entitled to the additional $5.00  
Social Break  
Technical Presentation (Doug Unia)  
Ron Milton provided the technical presentation portion of the meeting and spoke about 
bodywork and painting. Thank you Ron.  
The next General Meeting is scheduled for Thursday June 19th – at 7PM.  
 
Bob Thompson – Branch Secretary  
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Upcoming Events 

 
 
Chairman:                Cathy Gislason 
Phone:                250-723-4372 
Email:               cath@island.net 
 
Past Chairman:     Malcolm Hargrave 
Phone:                250-741-0584 
Email:               malcolmhargrave@shaw.ca 
 
Vice Chairman            Graeme Cook 
Phone:       250-585-6972 
Email:                  graeme4a@gmail.com 
 
Presentation         
Coordinator:                Doug Unia 
Phone:                          250-751-8270            
Email:                            55omdu6@telus.net  
 
Treasurer:                    Al Ramsay 
Phone:       250-585-6368 
Email:               valandalramsay@gmail.com 
  
Secretary:                   Bob Thompson 
Phone:                          250-716-8920 
E-mail                           chimo55@telus.net 
 
Events Coordinator:  Paul Mansell 
Phone:      250-585-4180 
Email:                  stagebrit@shaw.ca 
 
Beano Newsletter:     Jim Gislason 
Phone      250-723-4372 
Email:                 jim@island.net 
 
Web Master:        Paul Tilroe 
Phone:       250-716-8920 
Email:                  oecccib@gmail.com 
     
Regalia:                        Judy Unia 
Phone:                           250-751-8270            
Email:                            77rxj6c@telus.net 
 
Membership/Roster:   Melba Nelson 
Phone:                           250-468-1564            
Email:                            oeccmelba@gmail.com 

OECC CIB Executive 

June 29th 
BRBC run to Ladysmith 
Wagon master Dave Harris 
 
July 13th 
Brits on the beach 
Transfer Beach Ladysmith 
 
July 27th 
Bathtub races car display 
 
August 2nd 
Ladysmith Days parade 
 
Upcoming Monthly meetings… 
 
 June 19th, July 17th & Aug. 21st 
 
7:00 P.M. @ Lantzville Legion 


