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Spring fever has hit the central island! I have seen many antiques cars taking 
advantage of the sunny, dry weather.  Even though they were heartily bundled with 
toques, scarves and ear muffs we are much closer to the driving season than our poor 
countrymen out east. 
 
My little Sprite has had a major overhaul this winter and is coming back together 
beautifully.  It has had its’ transmission rebuilt and new (to this car) SU carbs.  I can’t 
wait to test them out!   
 
Our annual Brown Bag Auction is coming up at our next meeting and always proves to 
be great fun with very competitive bidding!  This is such an entertaining way to 
generate funds for branch functions.  This is also the time of year of the Annual 
Restoration Fair in Victoria.  I hope the weather cooperates. 
 
I have been hearing from people up and down the island and can feel the enthusiasm 
mounting for this season’s events.  People are making plans for small gatherings such 
as the weekly picnic at Qualicum Beach and for the bigger events such as the BATS 
Tour and AGM in Kamloops. 
 
See you out there! 
 
...Cathy Gislason - Chair, CIB 

 

Chair Report 
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I am pleased to report we have 107 memberships and 196 members to date. The new 
renewal date of the end of February has caught a few people off guard. New members 
as well as renewals are given the new passwords to access the website. Members that 
have not paid by the due date are removed from the roster. You may pay by cash or 
cheque at a meeting or mail in your $25.00 to me. 
 
I have a number of membership cards and window decals that can be picked up at the 
meeting this Thursday, April 16th. See you then. 
 
Happy Driving, 
Melba  

 
 

Membership Report 

DISCLAIMER: The Old English Car Club (OECC) provides this classified ads page as a service to 

both members and non-members wishing to advertise British cars or parts for sale and wanted. 
The OECC does not verify any claims made in these ads and consequently assumes no respon-

sibility for their veracity.  
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We had approximately 10 vehicles make the 
run down to Victoria on Sunday the 12th for the 
annual Restoration fair and swap meet. De-
spite the morning cold and possibility of rain 
several intrepid drivers (read foolish) decided 
to make the drive with the top down but really 
needed their hats, ear covers and multiple 
clothes layers to offset the chilly drive. 

We headed out at 7.30 from the south side 
Tim’s and took an easy paced drive down to 
the Tim’s at Mill Bay which was to be our rest 
spot. Given the time and the fact it was a Sun-
day we had few delays due to traffic lights on the way down making it to the grounds 

by about 9am. 

Despite the threatening weather the show was 
well attended with many British marks repre-
sented we saw Jags, MGB’s, Triumphs, Delore-
an, Morgan’s, Lotus, Morris, Mini, Norton Motor-
cycles, Austin’s and likely others that I have 
missed. There also seemed to be more vehicles 
for sale this year including our own Tony with 
his Factory V8 MGB GT. 

Part way through the day the rain started with 
just a few light intermittent showers until we had 

one longer light shower around 1.15 and that prompted quite a few cars to head out 
back to the warmth of their garages. Despite the light rain and relatively cold day I think 
all would agree that we had a great day out. 

Everyone was left to their own devises to get 
back, whether they drove in convoy or own 
their own. I know of only one breakdown 
which was myself suffering some running is-
sues and finally around the Nanaimo airport 
hitting something on the road that took my 
front tire out which went flat very quickly. For-
tunately I was close enough to the airport en-
trance to pull in and await my wife to bring me 
a spare wheel to put on.   

The 10th Annual Restoration Fair & Swap Meet Apr. 12th 2015 
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All in all despite my issues it was fun to get the cars out for the first real run of the sea-
son. 

Paul Mansell 
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At the age of 17 I had already been working for a year, and had managed to save up 
the princely sum of 60 pounds to buy my first car.  It was a 1952 Morris Minor 
convertible with split windscreen.  The colour was almond green and it had a 918 cc 
side-valve engine.  The closest seaside town from Leicester was on the East coast, 
and to get there meant that you had to drive up a long, winding, steep hill, named 
Wardley Hill.  I used to take a run at the hill and managed to get up to 60 mph, but by 
the time I reached to top, I was almost in first gear and doing around 10 mph!  The 
other thing with this hill was that it caused the cylinder head to overheat and warp, and 
the head gasket would leak water.   
 
After changing head gaskets just about as many times as I had hot dinners, my friend 
offered to change out the engine for an 803 cc overhead valve, ex-GPO van engine.  
Although it solved the head gasket problem, it was grossly underpowered for the 
weight of the car.  Nevertheless, being a typical teenager, I made this car into my 
“hotrod” by painting the rims and body rails white, and put on a straight-through, dual 
pipe exhaust, which came out under the passenger’s door.  It sounded great, and 
Janet could hear me coming to her house a quarter of a mile away!  Unfortunately, the 
performance didn’t match the exhaust tone, but it did make people look around to see 
what the car was, and they ended up being disappointed when they realized it was a 
little Morris Minor! 

  

My English Car Experiences 
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My next car was a 1965 Triumph Spitfire Mk 1 in midnight blue, with black soft-top and 
a white hard top.  Janet and I toured the whole of Scotland in this great little car and 
we kept it until after we were married and went on our honeymoon in it to Great 
Yarmouth.  After the Spitfire I bought a 1968 Ford Cortina 1600E, which had a 1.6 litre 
GT engine and Lotus suspension.  After getting the car back to the way it should have 
been, I did manage to get from 0 to 60 in just over 10 seconds – not too bad in those 
days!  However, after blowing a hole through a piston in Kent, we decided it was time 
to buy a brand new car - a 1972 Minivan 1000 in Teal Blue.  The cost was 586 pounds 
on the road!  This was another great fun car, and I had a blast driving it. 
 
We kept the Minivan for 3 years before buying my first true high-performance sports 
car.  It was a 1970 Reliant Scimitar GTE in burgundy red.  It had a 3.0 litre Ford GT 
engine with overdrive, and could do 90 mph in 3rd and 120 mph in top – which I 
managed to prove many times over!  It was also a great car to turn in the road; you just 
had to turn the wheels slightly and punch the throttle, and the car was facing the 
opposite direction!   
 

With 2 dogs and 3 kids in tow, we decided it was time to sell the Scimitar, and we went 
for another Ford Cortina 1600 with 4 seats; however, we experienced the same 
problem again with the pistons while on the M6 returning from Scotland, which ended 
up taking us 11 hours, and several quarts of oil.  I vowed never to own a Ford again!  
After many costly repairs, we sold the Cortina and bought a 1973 Vauxhall Victor 
estate car, which was way more practical for our growing family. 
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In 1977 I got my first company car – a 1977 Vauxhall VX 4/90 estate car, but 
unfortunately, I wrote this off in 1978, and then got a new Ford Granada 2.3L estate 
car, which was a beautiful luxury vehicle.  In 1981 my next company car was a VW 
Passat estate, with a 5 cylinder engine, but the year after we all immigrated to Canada, 
which ended my run of English cars until 1998 when I bought my first Jaguar Coupe 
XJS with a 5.2 litre V12 engine.   
 
The XJS was supposed to be my “mid-life crisis, dream car” after I had fallen in love 
with them when they were first introduced in 1976.  However, this car proved to be 
anything but a dream and ended up costing over $12,000 in repairs before I got it back 
in shape and the performance to what it should be.  By then we had lost all confidence 
in the car, and it took me a lot of grovelling and snivelling before Janet agreed in 2005 
to allow me to buy my 1992 XJS 4.0 litre, in racing green.  This was a Victoria car and 
was in great condition and well cared for, which ended up being a positive experience, 
and was truly my “dream car”. 
 

  

 
My next English car will be a ...................? 
 

Malcolm Hargrave 
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Chairperson Opening Remarks  -Cathy Gislason 
Meeting called to order at 7:05 pm by Chairperson.  Cathy welcomed all and apologized for her 
absence from the last meeting.  She thanked Malcolm Hargrave for hosting the meeting for her. 
 
There were 43 members in attendance. 
 
One new member tonight – Brian Rogers who has a 1976 TR6 and 
One returning member – Mike Green 
No guests in attendance tonight. 
 
A motion was made by Candy Francis, and seconded by Darla Millard that the minutes from the 
Jan. 15

th
 meeting be accepted as per email forwarded to members.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 
Treasurer’s Report – Terry MacFarlane 
Bank Balance as of today’s date is $****.  This does not include any monies received tonight for 
dues etc.  We are on track as to the budget. 
 
A motion was made by Al Thompson and seconded by Al Ramsay that the Treasurer’s report 
be accepted as presented.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 
Membership Report – Melba Nelson 
Before Melba presents her report she would like to remind members that if they forwarded their 
membership dues via mail, please note that your membership cards and decals are available to 
you tonight.  Please pick up and sign for your decal. 
 
To date we have 73 memberships with 133 members.  One membership less than this time last 
year. 
 
Branch Events – Paul Mansell 
Paul advised that he received  information from the Lantzville Pub that they would be interested 
in hosting a wind-up event for one of our weekend runs.  Which could also turn into a small car 
show on the main street in front of the Pub.  We will certainly keep this in mind. 
 
Feb 25th -  Pub night at the Black Bear Pub.  Ken Tanguay suggested that we should think 
about having a Pub Night every month and it was quickly suggested that he take this project on 
and make some future arrangements. 
 
April 12

th
 – Restoration Fair and Swap Meet in Saanich. 

 
May 3

rd
  -  Touch A Truck Family event.  Beban Park in Nanaimo.  Several types of trucks etc., 

will be on display for everyone to check out  and the OECC has been asked if we would like to 
attend with our cars.  Or: 
Would we like to become a sponsor and donate funds to the event. 
A follow-up will happen at the March meeting. 

Minutes of  Feb. 19th, 2015  General Meeting 
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May ?  Empire Days Parade.  We understand that, at this time, this event will probably not 
happen this year  However, whatever does happen, Al Thompson has advised that he has 
stepped down as organizer this year.  He will advise if we receive any further info. 
 
May 14/15

th
 – Lillooet Train Trip.  Paul has no current information on this event and unfortu-

nately Norm Hall, Wagon master, is not at tonight’s meeting. 
 
June 21

st
 – Seaside Cruisers Fathers Day Show and Shine at Qualicum Beach.  Apparently 

there are already about 200 cars signed up.  Our club should start registering for this event 
now. 
 
Beano Report – Graeme Cook.  Newest edition of the Beano is up on the Web Site now.  
Graeme stated that he would appreciate any input the members can give him for future Beano 
editions. 
 
Website Report -  Paul Tilroe.  Nothing to report – except to say he would like to see more 
members with cameras, and taking a lot of pictures, at all the events.  No pictures, no memo-
ries. 
 
Regalia Report – Marilyn Tarry.  Nothing to report at this time. 
 
A question was raised from the floor as to whether we are planning on the “Brown Bag Auction” 
again this year.  The answer was a definite “Yes” and will be held at the April meeting.  Ken 
Tanguay will again host as the ‘auctioneer’. 
 
Xmas Banquet Report – Jim Gislason reporting 
As none of our Banquet committee could attend this meeting, the information was passed on to 
Jim to report. 
The Banquet will be held again this year in the same venue.  The Coast Hotel – and has been 
scheduled for the downstairs room again, where apparently the hotel has reworked the room 
and seating.  No D-jay this year – the club will handle the music ourselves.  The date this year 
has been changed to a Friday Night  (Dec 4

th
) as there were no Sat. nights available.  Our com-

mittee is still discussing the time schedule for the banquet possibly thinking of holding it a bit 
later in the evening -  a 7:00 pm start.  Will have further info at March meeting. 
 
New Business: 
Cathy advised that the main Club’s Executive Meeting is coming up on March 1

st
 and the club 

requires a full time Regalia Chair so if anyone is interested, or if you may know of someone 
who could be interested, please let her know asap. 
 
Cathy also mentioned that John Bateson, a member from Gabriola Island suffered a very major 
heart attack on Feb. 8

th
, which was touch and go for a week.  Luckily he has now turned the 

corner although he is still in the ICU at Nanaimo General, he is making better progress.  The 
Club will forward a ‘get well’ card to him. 
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Steve Harris announced that he has a car for sale – a 1959 Super Snipe 
 
Merv’s Mystery Car of the Month: 
Merv presented his car of the month which was the Nobel M600. Malcolm Hargrave  guessed 
correctly. 
 
50/50 Draw  Paul Tilroe won the draw and received $55.00 plus the $5.00 bonus. 
 
Cathy asked for a motion from the floor to end the Club’s Business part of the meeting. 
Moved by Malcolm Hargrave, seconded by Steve Roebuck, that the business meeting be ad-
journed.  All in favor….motion carried,   
 
8:15 pm Meeting adjourned. 
8:30 pm  Cathy called for order and Dave Sampson presented us with an update of some as-
pects of Classic Car insurance. 
 
Jerrie MacFarlane 
Branch Secretary. 

 

 

 
Chairperson Opening Remarks – Cathy Gislason 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:02 pm.  Cathy welcomed all. 

There were 38 members in attendance 
No new members / guests at tonight’s meeting 

 
A motion was made by Bob Nelson, seconded by Doug Unia that the minutes of the Feb. 19th, 
2015 be accepted as per email forwarded to all members. 
All in favour – motion carried.  
 
Treasurer’s Report – Terry MacFarlane 
 
Terry reported that the club Bank Balance as of today’s date is $****.  This balance  does not 
include any monies received tonight for membership dues. 
The Club received a cheque in the amount of $250.00 from the Ladysmith Credit union for the 
Brits on the Beach.  A thank you will be forwarded. 
 
A motion was made by Doug Unia, seconded by Graeme Cook that the Treasurer’s report be 
accepted as presented.  All in favour – motion carried. 
 

Minutes of  Mar. 19th, 2015  General Meeting 
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Membership Report – Melba Nelson 
Melba wanted to advise any member who sent their membership dues in via mail and has not 
yet received their membership card, that their cards are laid out on the back table, along with 
their window decal.  Please pick up your cards. 
Extra window decals are available for the cost of $1.00 each. 
Also, please check over the Roster you have received and make sure all your information on 
the Roster is correct.   
 
As of tonight we have 90 memberships – a total of 166 members. 
 
Branch Events – Paul Mansell 
April 12

th
, 2015  Restoration Fair in Saanichton 

April 16
th
, 2015  OECC Monthly Meeting and Brown Bag Auction 

                             Ken Tanguay as our Auctioneer.  Bag should hold some type of 
                             ‘old English’ material e.g. food, clothing, and car stuff.  If for a car 
                             please identify type of car on the outside of the bag. 
                             Ken has advised that he will have a prize for the best decorated bag. 
June 21

st
, 2015    Seaside Cruisers Show and Shine at Qualicum. Registration now open. 

                            There will be a short run after the show and a possible stop for food or 
                            Refreshments. 
Empire Days       So far still a no-go as apparently they are looking for an Events 
                            Co-ordinator.  Will keep everyone informed as to yes/no . 
 
Beano Report – Graeme Cook 
Nothing to report at this time. 
 
Website Report – Paul Tilroe 
Nothing to report at this time 
 
Regalia Report – Marilyn Tarry 
Not in attendance tonight – nothing to report 
 
New Business: 
Cathy Gislason provided an update from the last Executive meeting. 
 
There is still no Master Regalia person. 
 
Our club regalia is, at the present time, being held at the Victoria Branch and will be sent out 
from there to any of our events. 
 
Pay Pal:  There was quite a discussion on Pay Pal.  The Vancouver Branch has been using it 
for about 6 months now and it is working out very (smoothingly) well.  We will eventually be us-
ing it for our Branch as well but at the moment there are some small problems with it that have 
to be worked out in the accounting process.  Cathy has decided to opt out using it for now until 
these particular problems have been eliminated. Hopefully by mid/late summer we will be work-
ing with it. 



 

Page 13 

 
The Long Distance Reward was discussed and  has been outlined in the latest “Spanner”.  Any-
one can participate by just getting your odometer mileage witnessed by any member of the Ex-
ecutive. 
 
The Club AGM is coming up the second weekend of August (the 8

th
 and 9

th
) and is being held 

in Kamloops and people are encouraged to attend. 
 
FYI:  It was mentioned by a club member that a comment was made by our last month’s pre-
senter on Classic Car Insurance (Dave Sampson) that he was most impressed with our Club- 
the attendance at the meetings – the professionalism in handling our club meetings – the 
amount of events we have planned throughout the year, etc.   
This was nice to hear. 
 
Merv’s Mystery Car of the Month: 
Merv presented his Car of the month – which was the Fraser Nash Continental, and with very 
few clues to be had, Paul Watkins was able to come up with the correct name. 
 
50/50 Draw:  Bob Thompson won $57.00 plus the bonus $5.00 for his name tag. 
 
Mike Minter, a club member, has a set (25 books – A-Z) of how-to-do books on all autos that he 
has for sale.  If interested please get in touch with him. 
 
Cathy asked for a motion from the floor to end the Club’s business portion of the meeting.  
Moved by Ken Tanguay, seconded by Bob Thompson.  All in favour, carried. 
 
8:05 pm  Meeting Adjourned 
8:20 pm  Cathy called for order and Graeme Cook showed a Video of the Triumph Factory . 
 
Jerrie MacFarlane  
Branch Secretary. 

 
 
Gasoline containing ethanol has become the new standard for fuel, and it presents a new set of 
challenges and work for classic car owners. You’ve got to be vigilant now to ensure a good run-
ning engine and prevent damage to your cherished car.  
 
Ethanol, made from corn or grain, is added to gasoline to oxygenate it, replacing the older addi-
tive, MTBE. Names for gasoline mixed with ethanol include E10, gasohol, corn fuel, alcohol 
fuel, and reformulated or renewable fuel.  
 
The key problem is that ethanol absorbs water from the atmosphere. In fact, fuel with 10 per-
cent ethanol absorbs up to 50 times more water than standard gasoline. Older gas tanks found 

The Ethanol Issue 
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in many classic cars vent to the atmosphere, increasing the likelihood that moisture will be ab-
sorbed into the gas tank at a rapid pace.  
 
The end result of water in the fuel is phase separation. The fuel separates into two distinct lay-
ers: a thick layer of gasoline mixed with a little ethanol on top, and a thinner layer on the bottom 
consisting of water mixed with most of the ethanol. And it doesn’t take much water for this to 
happen—phase separation occurs in a gallon of 10 percent ethanol blend with just 3.8 tea-
spoons of water.  
 
Fuel Phase Separation Problems  
 
Reduced fuel longevity: A gasoline/ethanol blend absorbs water until it triggers phase separa-
tion. The blend has a 90-day product life in a closed tank, but lasts just 30 to 45 days in a vent-
ed tank often found in classic cars. With 10 percent ethanol blends, owners are supposed to 
replace the fuel in vented tanks about once a month by driving or draining, taking into consider-
ation the humidity in the atmosphere and temperatures.  
 
Lower fuel octane: The ethanol in a gasoline blend provides some of the octane rating. When 
phase separation occurs, the octane rating of the remaining fuel can drop by as much as three 
points.  
 
Poor engine performance: The fuel pump could easily pick up a slug of the water/ethanol slurry 
at the bottom of the tank, interrupting the flow of gas to the engine. This will cause the engine to 
miss, run rough and possibly stall altogether.  
 
Corrosion and rust: Water in the bottom of the fuel tank and inside the fuel lines will cause cor-
rosion and rust, and the solvent properties of the ethanol will loosen that up, along with bits of 
sediment and deposits. The resulting debris floating in the fuel could clog fuel filters, fuel lines 
and carburettor float valves.  
 
Specific Parts Affected by Ethanol  
 
Fuel tank: Ethanol could dislodge sediment and deposits in older gas tanks and fuel lines. 
Loose debris in the fuel could clog the fuel filter, or cause engine flooding if the carburettor float 
valve sticks.  
 
Fuel pump: Rubber diaphragms inside the fuel pump may have problems with ethanol expo-
sure.  
 
Carburettor float valve: Float valve needles on early cars were brass, and these were replaced 
with plastic needles or brass needles with Viton (a specific type of rubber) tips.  
 
Carburettor floats: The Zenith-Stromberg floats found made of foam covered with a skin may 
deteriorate when exposed to ethanol. Other plastic floats, like those used by SU, may also be 
affected.  
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Hoses: Ethanol could dry out or deteriorate rubber hoses.  
 
Seals: Ethanol could shrink, swell or deteriorate seals, depending on the material.  
 
Gaskets: Ethanol may deteriorate the rubber in rubber/cork composite gaskets. Fiber washers 
and gaskets are not affected.  
 
Aluminum and aluminum alloy parts: Aluminum and alloys fare fine with 10 percent ethanol, but 
are damaged by 25 percent ethanol.  
 
Avoiding Ethanol Problems  
 
Run your engine on fresh fuel from a major supplier in a location with lots of traffic.  
 
Add fuel stabilizers when you put gas in your car to lengthen the life span of the fuel.  
 
Buy higher-octane gasoline to be certain your engine gets the minimum octane necessary for 
good performance.  
 
Keep track of the dates you buy fuel, how much you bought, and how much is in the tank when 
left sitting for a period of time.  
 
Keep a log book for reference.  
 
If you have a closed tank, make sure it is truly closed. Listen for a hiss of air escaping when you 
take the gas cap off after driving.  
 
Test your gas tank periodically to see if water is accumulating or phase separation has oc-
curred.  
 
If you don’t have a fuel filter before the carburettor (many British cars only have a screen), con-
sider installing one to catch loosened rust and sediments from the gas tank before it clogs en-
gine components.  
 
Keep engine parts well lubricated to counteract the solvent effect of ethanol.  
 
Regularly inspect all fuel system components, seals and connectors from the tank to the carbu-
rettor. Ensure there are no leaks and the system is in good shape. 
 
Use a fuel stabilizer when you put gas in your British car.  
 
Most of us don’t drive our classic cars on a daily basis, so the short gasoline/ethanol life of 30 
to 45 days in a vented tank, or 90 days in a closed tank, is a problem. In order to extend the life 
of your car’s fuel and delay the phase separation that will eventually occur, you can add a fuel 
stabilizer to your tank every time you put fuel into it if you’re not sure you’ll use the gas within 
the product life span.  
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Upcoming Events 

 
 
Chairperson               Cathy Gislason 
Phone:                250-723-4372 
Email:               cath@island.net 
 
Past Chairman:     Malcolm Hargrave 
Phone:                250-741-0584 
Email:               malcolmhargrave@shaw.ca 
 
Vice Chairman            Al Ramsey 
Phone:      250-585-6368 
Email:               valandalramsay@gmail.com 
 
Presentation         
Coordinator:                Doug Unia 
Phone:                          250-751-8270            
Email:                            55omdu6@telus.net  
 
Treasurer:                    Terry McFarlane 
Phone:       250-247-9973 
Email:                  omygaud@shaw.ca 
  
Secretary:                   Jerrie McFarlane 
Phone:       250-247-9973 
Email:                  omygaud@shaw.ca 
 
Events Coordinator:  Paul Mansell 
Phone:      250-585-4180 
Email:                  stagebrit@shaw.ca 
 
Beano Newsletter:     Graeme Cook 
Phone      250-585-6972 
Email:                 graeme4a@gmail.com 
 
Web Master:        Paul Tilroe 
Phone:       250-716-8920 
Email:                  oecccib@gmail.com 
     
Regalia:                        Marilyn Tarry 
Phone:                           250-618-8557        
Email:                            tamrog@shaw.ca 
 
Membership/Roster:   Melba Nelson 
Phone:                           250-468-1564            
Email:                            oeccmelba@gmail.com 

OECC CIB Executive 

April 23-26th 
Tacoma Bus tour  -  South Island Branch 
 
May 14-15th 
Train Trip  -  Lillooet 
 
May 16th 
Van Dusen Gardens ABFM 
 
May 17th 
Heritage day Parade 
 
June 5th 
Cruise ship visit 
 
June 23rd 
Fathers day show  -  Qualicum Beach 
Fathers day picnic  -  Beacon Hill 
 
June 27th  -  Jul 4th 
BATS  -  Washington 
 
July 12th 
Brits on the Beach 
 
July 15th 
Cruise ship visit 
 
July 26th 
Bathtub races 
 
See Website for details of the above. 
 
Wed 6PM -Supper on the beach 
May to September, Meet at Qualicum Beach 
at the 4 poles at 6pm. Bring your own food or 
you can purchase it on site at the Beach Hut. 
 
Upcoming Monthly meetings… 
 April 16th, May 21st & June 18th 
7:00 P.M. @ Lantzville Legion 


