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I couldn’t resist using the 
early ’50’s Austin A40 
Somerset brochure for this 
issue’s cover.  The 

gorgeous artwork with its explosion of golden maple 
leaves, the reference to our iconic Trans-Canada 
Highway, the brave sales talk and, perhaps most 
compelling, the plaid-jacketed, fur-capped surveyor 
conquering the vast Canadian wilderness, are all 
resonant of the optimistic postwar world of my youth.  
Most of us weren’t yet versed in that world’s 
shortcomings and I grew up in a country that looked to 
the future and still saw Britain and its products as part 
of that vision.  Maybe that’s part of the reason some of 
us play with British stuff even today! 

Some of our members have been out on stretches of the Trans-Canada this summer 
(particularly on the incredible Brits ‘Round BC run), happy people in colourful British cars, 
“taking the hills with easy stride” and cruising “unconcernedly at close on sixty” as the 
brochure trumpets.  There was a time, though, forty, fifty, even 
sixty years back when the sight of a British car on the open 
road was not cause for a newspaper article or television news 
spot.  After World War II, the British car (and truck) became a 
common sight on Canadian roads, especially (no surprise 
here) in British Columbia.  Many a family got their first new 
car thanks to the lower initial price, economy and availability 
of British makes.  Some, like my father, relished something a 
bit different and with an English connection.  Many 
businesses employed a British truck to get them started or 
augment a tired old fleet.  Returning servicemen had become 
familiar with the makes overseas and some, having 
experienced the joy that the unique British sports cars could bring, started a movement that 
still thrives today.  

Less recognized is the contribution that British vehicles made to the very early history of 
motoring and industry in B.C.  Fortunately, our Contributing Editor, Steve Diggins, has 
made this his area of interest, bringing us evidence of the British connection back to the 
very first cars and trucks (including steam-powered) that were active in the opening up and 
building of B.C.  This issue, Steve and I look at Leyland vehicles and their contribution to 
transport, here, long before that name became synonymous with the demise of the British 
car industry. 

The Old English Car Club has made it our mission to preserve and enjoy British vehicles of 
all types.  We gather together to enjoy this shared passion and help each other keep them 
rolling or breathe new life into survivors.  Some of us are less focused on the history and 
heritage surrounding their vehicles than others, but it is always there- a moving connection 
with another age.  !

From the Editor
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LETTER FROM AN IRON MAN IN A WOODEN CAR 
The last four months have been very active for members of our club.  The VanDusen ABFM was 
very successful (no rain!) this year with many of our members receiving hardware for their efforts.  
My congratulation to all members who won a prize at the VanDusen ABFM. 
Congratulations to the South Island Branch for once again hosting a successful Restoration Fair in 

April. Unfortunately I was not able to attend but all reports on this event were excellent.  
Also, congratulations to the Vancouver Coast Branch for hosting their first car show, in June, at The Two Lions Pub in 
North Vancouver.  This event was well attended with close to 50 cars in attendance.  
Brits on the Beach, hosted by the Central Island Branch, was another successful event and was well attended with 
over 250 cars present.  The organizers of this event are to be congratulated for a great time with several door prizes 
and 50/50 draws adding to the fun. 

Commencing in late June, the biannual Brits Around BC drive was conducted by between 18 and 25 cars, depending on the day.  The 
Wagon Master, Jim Gislason of the Central Island Branch, did an excellent job in organizing this two week drive along with his daily 
reminders of events and ensuring that all cars got in each day.  A highlight of this tour was the Canada Day parade in Sechelt of which I 
heard people talking about in ferry lines two weeks later!  The BRBC also provided an excellent opportunity for us to meet some of the 
members in the new Kootenay Branch where close to 50 people sat down for dinner.  I believe this new Branch has grown to over 20 
memberships since it was conceived, which is an achievement!  It is to be noted the cars that did this total drive put close to 2000 miles on 
the clock.  As an aside to our dinner with the Kootenay Branch, one of the members was telling me about the first Morgan he had ever seen 
and how pleasant it was talking with the owner.  The discussion took place in the late seventies and I asked him where it happened.  He told 
me that it was in Nova Scotia, so I asked him whereabouts and he said, “Stellarton”.  I informed him that, at that time, I lived at 106 
Stellarton Rd. and it was me he had been talking to about my Plus 8.  It is a small world and it proves that what you say might come back to 
you someday! 
The AGM is fast approaching.  It will be held in Victoria on September 13th and will be hosted by the South Island Branch.  Plan to attend this 
event and share your thoughts and stories with fellow members of this great organization.  Check the website for hotels and events for the 
AGM and plan to attend. Every time I attend an AGM, I learn something new and make some new friends.  You could do the same.  For 
those who are interested, the Vancouver Coast Branch is organizing a drive through Washington State, catching the Black Ball Ferry to 
Victoria leaving on Thursday the 11th.  If you are interested, contact Alan Miles.  I look forward to seeing you at this event. 
Remember there are still many weeks left to get out and enjoy your cars!!  !

We have had a great Summer this year, with lots of sunshine and warm weather for 
riding around in our cars with the top down and the wind in our hair! 
I have had regalia for sale this year at the Restoration Fair, the All British Field meet and 
at Brits on the Beach in Ladysmith.  Regalia is now also for sale online on the Club website. 
We had our first (and only) online sale a couple of months ago.  I expect online sales will increase 
as more club members become aware of it. 

With Fall sneaking up on us, it is time to think about about warmer clothing to wear on 
our car outings: 
-Club jackets in both men's and women's sizing for $64.00 each.  These are great wind breakers 
and are water resistant. 
-Zip up fleece Hoodies for $53.00 each.  Navy and red are usually in stock, but other colours 
available on request. 
-Fleece scarf for $17.00.  These scarves are very long (79 inches) and available in black, grey,navy 
red and royal blue. 
For all other items, check out the website:   http://www.oecc.ca/catalog_regalia.htm 
I, also, want to announce that this will be my last year as "keeper" of the regalia.  For personal and 
family reasons, I am unable to continue to give this job the attention it needs.  I've done this job for 3 years 
and also think that it is time for someone new, with new ideas, to take over. I have enjoyed my time as "keeper" of the regalia and will 
certainly be available to help whoever takes over this job.!  

Judy has done an awesome job of organization and promotion of our OECC Regalia, an important factor in uniting our Club.  
She’ll be sorely missed in this capacity!  -Editor 

A t T h e W h e e l :  
President Ken Miles 

Club Regalia!
Judy Unia
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Day One- Victoria to Courtenay 

We had two ‘extra’ wagon masters for our 
first day.  Rob Brodie gathered up most of 
the SIB and VCB participants on Sunday 
morning in Victoria for the run to Nanaimo. 
Dave Harris rounded up others from the 
CIB for a short tour, met Rob in 
Ladysmith, and all travelled up to Boston 
Pizza for a ‘meet and greet’ lunch.  A few 

other OECC members also attended and 
participants were given their route guides 
and BRBC licence plates.  The next leg 
went up to Comox for most and we 
dodged rain showers for the rest of the 
day.  That was the last rain to be seen for 
most of the rest of the trip! 

Day Two– Courtenay to Gibsons 

Some of us, me included, didn’t get a 
reservation for the Powell River ferry so 
had a very early start!  We met with our 
new ‘member at large’, Glen Ogilvie, in 
Powell River and after a quick run through 

the downtown streets, it was off to the 
Saltery Bay ferry and a picnic beside the 
terminal.  Sunshine and sports car roads 
took us down to Gibsons where, with 23 
cars, our largest daily contingent for the 
trip, we stayed for the night. 

Day Three- Gibsons 

The July 1st parade in Sechelt had us busy 

decorating the cars the next morning. 

Another gorgeous day and there was a 
great turnout for it.  After the parade, we 
had arranged a car display in Gibsons 
just a couple blocks from our hotel and 
we spent the afternoon there with a few 

locals including OECC/VCB member Bill 
Forst.  Bill was a great liaison for this part 
of the trip and kept us all organized 
including planning the evening meal 
where he entertained us with a ‘movie car’ 
quiz. 

Day Four– Gibsons to Whistler 

The Langdale ferry was the last ‘ocean’ 
part of the route.  There are a lot of 
attractions on the way to Whistler and a 
few of us stopped at the ‘Sea to Sky’ 
Gondola near Squamish. The views were 
absolutely breathtaking.  Another group 
did the popular ‘Peak to Peak’ at Whistler.  

Day Five– Whistler to Kamloops 

This day turned out to be mostly ‘uphill’ as 
we not only went up the Duffy Lake road in 
the morning, later in the day many chose 
the Highland Valley road to Kamloops. 
Several cars had problems in various 
locations, some more severe than others. 
We were to meet up with a few TVB 

members at Marble Canyon but 
didn’t catch up to them until the 
evening meal next to our motel. 
The weather continued to be 
sunny and hot! 

Day Six– Kamloops to 
Revelstoke  

A few TVB members came 
along on the run to Armstrong 
and a tour of the Village 
Cheese Company.  We also 
stopped in at the Highway 97 
diner on the way.  Heading 
north from there, we parted 

company with our ‘extra’ cars at Sicamous 
and many stopped at the Three Valley 
Gap for an interesting tour before arriving 
in Revelstoke. 

Day Seven– Revelstoke to Canmore 

Two fellows from Canmore, one the 
original owner of a 1951 MGTD, had 
arranged to meet us at Field and took us 
on an alternate scenic route to Canmore. 
We also presented Bob Nelson with a 

surprise birthday ‘cake’ during lunch at 
Field.  (Continued P.5) 

Jim Gislason

Starting grid- Saltery Bay Ferry

Happy Birthday, Bob!

Pizza time!
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Day Eight- Canmore to Fort MacLeod 

A contingent from two Calgary based car 
clubs arrived at 9:00 and after a short 
briefing we headed out to the Kananaskis 
Trail with 32 cars!  The drive through the 
mountains was spectacular and we 
managed to just stay on the edge of the 
rain showers along the way.  After a short 
stop at Longview, the next stop was the 
Bomber Command Museum in Nanton 
where we had a picnic lunch in the 
adjacent park.  After touring the museum 
we said goodbye to our new Calgary 
friends and made our way down to Fort 
Macleod. 

Day Nine- Fort MacLeod to Kimberley 

We were surprised to see the ground 
damp this morning and apparently there 
had been a bit of a thunderstorm 
overnight.  It didn’t, however, lessen the 
appetite of the bugs in any way!  Several 
of us headed off to the ‘Buffalo Jump’ 
museum (some had been the day before) 
which was very interesting but a few of us 
took a wrong turn when leaving and 
travelled for about 40 kms. down a gravel 
road!  After settling in at the Trickle Creek 
Lodge, we headed back towards 

Cranbrook for a great dinner hosted by 
Cliff Blakey and the rest of the Kootenay 
Branch.  

Day Ten– Kimberley 

The morning was set aside for ‘day’ trips 
and in the late afternoon we set up our 
cars in the courtyard beside the hotel for 
a ‘show & shine’.  Cliff had advertised the 
event locally and some of the local 
branch members brought their cars so we 
visited and tried to stay out of the hot sun 
for the rest of the day. 

Day Eleven– Kimberley to Rossland 

I had met a local car dealer the day 
before who was in the process of 
restoring his father’s original garage/gas 

station and we all stopped on our way 
out of Kimberley for a photo op and to 
see an original 1940’s B/A sign being 
installed.  Later, the Columbia Brewing 
Company tour provided welcome break 
from the heat it more ways than one!  A 
bit more car trouble as we took a slight 
detour to see the Seven Mile Dam near 
Montrose.  It was VERY hot and all 
uphill on the last leg from Trail to 
Rossland. 

Day Twelve– Rossland to Kelowna 

A lot of the group opted to leave early to 
avoid the heat today.  It was great to get 
the toughest climb over with early in the 
day.  Some of us stopped for lunch in 

Greenwood at the Copper Kettle bakery 
before all meeting up at Rock Creek and 
a drive up Hwy. 33 into Kelowna.  There 
were no car issues for a change but still 
very hot. 

Day Thirteen– Kelowna to Hope 

With the end of the tour in sight, and the 
ever present heat, most decided to drive 
straight through to Hope and arrived in 
the early afternoon.  Later in the evening 
there were presentations, awards and 
many humorous stories/ lies told about 
what had happened to everyone over the 
last two weeks! 

This was my fourth consecutive BRBC 
and it really is a highlight of the year’s 
activities.  Where else can you spend day 
after day with friendly, like-minded people 
and see so much of the wonderful 
scenery that this province (and others) 
has. 

I’d like to thank the following people for 
making this year’s BRBC a great 
success... Rob Brodie, Dave Harris, Bob 
Nelson, Adèle Hedges, Terry Macfarlane, 
Cliff Blakey, Stephen Way, Bill Forst, Ric 
MacDonald and many others.!  

BRBC  continued

Space limitations prevent The Spanner 
from showing the whole photo chronicle 
of the BRBC- see all the great shots at: 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?

Like “Dinky Toys”!  BRBC cars at 
Kimberly

Relaxing at Trickle Creek Lodge

B r i t i s h 
American: BA

Old English Car Club of B.C. The Spanner Volume 26 August 2014

5

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.542430622550668.1073741825.120738458053222&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.542430622550668.1073741825.120738458053222&type=3


!!!!!!!!!
With the appearance of E10 blended gasoline, some materials 
used in older model SU carburetors may be at risk of degradation. 
A list of materials that may be affected and ones that are resistant 
consists of the following: !
  SUITABLE                                                                  NON-SUITABLE 
  Carbon Steel                                                               Brass 
  Stainless Steel                                                            Copper   
  Bronze                                                                         Zinc and galvanized material 
  1018 Steel Nickel Plate/1018                                      Terne plate (lead/tin coated Steel)  
  Steel Zinc Di-Chromate plated/                                   Aluminum (some grades) 
  1018 Steel Zinc-Nickel plated                                     Magnesium Alloys 
  Acetal/Acetal Copolymerized                                      Zamak 5 
  Polyethylene                                                               Polyurethane 
  Teflon                                                                          Polymers containing alcohol groups 
  Fiberglass-reinforced plastic                                       Fiberglass-reinforced polyester and epoxy resins 
  Buna-N (hoses and gaskets)                                      Shellac 
  Fluorel                                                                         ABS 
  Fluorosilicone                                                             PVC 
  Polysulphide rubber                                                    Natural Rubber 
  Viton (not A grade)                                                      Polyethylene Terephthalate (PET) 
  Acrylic Rubber (ACM)                                                 Cork 
  Epichlorohydrin Homopolymer (CO)                           Petseal 
  Epichlorohydrin Ethylene Oxide                                   Nitrile Rubber (NBR) (Buna N) with low acrylonitile (CAN) content 
  Copolymer (Eco) 
  Neoprene (Polychloroprene) (CR) !
In applications for SU carburetors, the types H, HD, and HS have components that are affected.  The needle and seat valve in the float 
chamber were originally made of brass which can be degraded by ethanol.  Burlen Fuel Systems (manufacturer of all SU and Zenith 
carburetors) now supply Viton tipped needles for the above models of carburetors. 
Floats for these models were originally made from brass or plastic that can suffer degradation.  The Stay-Up replacement floats are 
constructed of Viton based material which is ethanol resistant, puncture proof and more easily adjusted using the new hinge design (HS 
models). 
New seals have been developed for the H type carburetor to replace the cork seals which will degrade and start to leak fuel.  The new rubber 
seals require new jet bearings and are available under part numbers WZX1775 and WZX1777 for the Thermo starting carburetor. 
New rubber seals to replace the cork one supplied for throttle spindles on the HD models are now available. 
Carburetor main needles are now being made from silver nickel to eliminate the deterioration of the original brass needles.  
Old fuel hoses can weaken and close up- replace with new resistant ones.  Burlen offers braided construction if required.!  

Ethanol E10 Fuel and  
SU Carburetors 
Doug Unia 

I wrote this article based on information from Burlen Fuel Systems.  Any carburetor with brass components such as jets can be affected. 
Strombergs are less affected that older H type SUs because they don’t use cork for the jet seals.  The rubber diaphragms for Strombergs 
can be affected if they are older compounds.  -Doug Unia, CIB 
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I am settling into the job as Chair with 
relatively few hitches.  I have already 
learned a great deal and have had 
abundant support behind me. 
So far, this season has been as busy as 
always for the Central Island Branch with 
our usual annual “runs” and well as many 
other new additions.  We have had a few 
new invitations to participate in other 
e v e n t s 
such as 
a 
reques t 
from the 
Nanaimo 
P o r t 
Authority 
to display 
our cars 
a t t h e 
dock for a 
c r u i s e 
ship that 
would be 
s topp ing 
there.  We 
also had 
a n 
inv i ta t ion 
to d isp lay 
our cars on the 
main street of 
Nanaimo during 
t h e b a t h t u b 
race and were 
i n v i t e d t o 
participate in a 
potluck bonfire 
by the Vintage 
Car Club. 
For Father’s Day, some of us went down 
island to the Father’s Day Picnic and to 

see if they could catch a glimpse of the 
Raging Grannies (who didn’t show after 
all the controversy they started), while 

many of us 
attended the 
Q u a l i c u m 
Beach Show 
‘n Sh ine -
again winning 
the trophy for 
c l u b 
participation! 
W e h a v e 

been enjoying the cool sea breeze at the 
beach in Qualicum on Wednesday nights 
for our weekly picnic.  Inevitably, we meet 

new people who have an interest in our 
favourite hobby.  This week we even had 
members come up from Victoria to enjoy 
the drive and the view. 
By far the biggest event our members 
participated in was Brits ‘Round BC which 
took place in the hottest of the hottest 
days.  We couldn’t complain about the 
rain this time!  It was a spectacular trip 
that had us traveling and visiting with 
other Branch members of the OECC.  It 
was particularly nice to visit with the newly 
formed Kootenay Branch who hosted a 
fantastic BBQ at a “retired” golf course.  
They even gave us quad/golf cart tours of 
the property with fantastic vistas to 
behold.  There is so much more to talk 

about- but that will be in another article. 
We had no sooner returned from our 
interprovincial tour when we had the Brits 
on the Beach event in Ladysmith.  What a 
great success this years’ event was!  The 
official count was 260 cars.  We re-
organized a few things about this show 
and included a parking team.  It’s a good 
thing because this event is becoming very 
popular! 
I look forward to seeing everyone at the 
AGM and ECAIP next month.!  

Central Island Branch!
Cathy Gislason

Qualicum Winners!

Your’re nicked!

Old tubs on display in Nanaimo!

Cruise ship welcome
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When I last wrote, I was waiting for the 
snow to melt and the Easter Parade to 
begin.  Well, it has certainly warmed up 
since then!  Here in the Interior, we can go 
from too cold to too hot in fairly short 
order.  We are now well into driving 
season and the cars are back out there 
marking their territory.  We had eight cars 
amongst the one hundred or so cars of the 
Kamloops Easter Parade and with some 
planning and juggling, we all managed to 
drive across town as a group and remain 
that way for the show at Riverside Park.  
Two members had their cars on show at 
the ABFM in Vancouver: Stephen Way 
with his E-Type and Dick Dunn joined the 
circle of Jensens with his immaculate 
1974 Interceptor MKIII.  Several other 
members also took in the show. 
A new event this year was a joint run with 
the Okanagan British Car Club through 
the North Okanagan.  We took in some of 
their autocross event in Vernon before 
driving on to lunch with them in Salmon 
Arm.  One of the more remarkable events 
of the day was Stephen Way driving his E-
Type back from Vernon to Kamloops with 
no clutch due to the slave cylinder failing; 
that is quite some torque in the 4.2 litre 
straight six! 
We visited a couple of members in Lac le 
Jeune who are doing total restorations to 
their respective cars- Pete Bayman with 
his 1972 Mini Cooper replica and Brian 

Chandler with his Austin Healey.  The 
years of perseverance that these 
gentlemen have had with their cars is 
quite remarkable!  It’s amazing to look at 
what Brian has done with his Healey.  This 

is an old English car that was well on its 
way to returning to its elemental state.  If 
you ever have opportunity to speak to 
Brian about his Healey you will learn a lot 
about determination! 

Another new event for us is the COPA 
for Kids aviation programme.  The 
C a n a d i a n P i l o t s & O w n e r s 
Association offers free introductory 
flights to children in their light aircraft 
and this year they invited us to 
provide a static display at Kamloops 

Airport.  We were happy to oblige and it 
was a good social event for us. 
One of the great traditions we have is the 
annual Walker Drive and Barbecue, 
always well attended, at Jim & Nora’s 

beautiful property at Pinantan 
Lake.  It was a warm day and 
w h a t w a s p a r t i c u l a r l y 
enjoyable was meeting up with 
some members we have not 
seen in a long time including 
G e o f f A k e h u r s t i n h i s 
incredible 1949 Jaguar XK120 
roadster.  Along with our 
P u n c t u a l l y C h a l l e n g e d 
Christmas Party, the Walker 
barbecue has become the 
social highlight of our motoring 
calendar. 
And yet another new event for 
us (we really do try to 

accommodate one and all!) is the monthly 
Summer Evening Drive & Social where we 
meet up at a local watering hole, take a 
leisurely evening drive and return to that 
same establishment for some socializing 

and a bite to eat.  We have done a couple 
of these so far this summer and plan on 
keeping it going as we are fortunate to 
have such great driving roads and driving 
weather during our summer months. 
(Continued P.9) !

High Country Branch 
Darrell Price

Pete Bayman’s ’72 Mini-Cooper replica

Flying high!  Cars at COPA’s Kamloops Airport event 

Resurrection- Brian Chandler’s Austin Healey
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Brits Round BC called in for a visit 
this year and a few of our 
members were able to join in two 
days of driving and socializing.  
This is always a great opportunity 
to connect with other Branches 
and put faces (and cars) to names 
we read about in the assorted 
newsletters.  Although there were a 
few mechanical challenges, the 
weather worked with us rather than 
against us and club camaraderie 
came in useful to keep folks 
motoring forward. 
Our membership numbers remain 
fairly consistent here in the 
Thompson-Okanagan.  A few 
friends leave us 
and a few new 
ones join us each 
y e a r .  W e 
continue to be 
c r e a t i v e i n 
coming up with 
ac t iv i t ies and 
e v e n t s t o 
accommodate as 
many members 
a s p o s s i b l e , 
however we are 
always open to 
suggestions and 
input! 
Some of us are 
now planning 
ahead for trips 
fur ther a f ie ld 
inc lud ing the 
AGM in Victoria 
in September 
and I will be 
taking the Stag 
from Kamloops 
to Tacoma for 
the All Triumph 
Drive-In.  Wish 
me luck!!  

High Country Branch 

continued

The Walker’s at beautiful Pinatan Lake

Gorgeous cars on a gorgeous Summer evening!
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Hi, everyone! 
We have managed to complete most of 
our summer activities that were mentioned 
in the last newsletter. 
June 7th was the annual Brits Best car 
show put on by the Calgary MG Club.  It 
was a great success with the Kootenay 
Branch displaying eleven of the sixty cars 
present. 
The following weekend, we had a British 
car display in the local Tamarack Mall in 
Cranbrook.  With three of our cars in the 
mall, we had a great response, signing up 
three new members at the display! 
June 21st the branch took in the Moyie car 
show.  Again, we had a good display of 
British cars with eleven total and three 
guests. 
The Brits Around BC tour stopped in for a 
dinner on July 7th and a car show in our 
area on the 8th.  It all went off pretty well! 
Our last show for July was a local general 
show in Cranbrook with five British cars 
attending.  Even though it 
was a scorching day, our 
guys still showed up.  
Thanks to our dedicated 
enthusiasts who endured 
the heat and showed their 
“British” spirit! 
Many thanks to the efforts 
of all our members who 
pitched in and made all 
these events possible.!  

Kootenay Branch 
Cliff Blakey

Brits Best, June7th: 
Kootenay Invasion: first 
11 cars in the first row! 

Moyie Car Show June 21st

BRBC Car Show, July 8th
BRBC Dinner,  July 7th 

Hot day in July!  Brother’s Insurance 
Charity Car Show in Cranbrook

Tamarack Mall Display

Brits ‘Round BC drops in!

STOP PRESS:  Brits  Invade Kaslo, 
Sept 28/14!

http://www.oecc.ca/krb/Kaslo/
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Tacoma Tour 
SIB Tacoma Trip 
Friday, April 25 – Sunday, April 27 
When is the next one?  Such was the 
success of the first South Island Branch 
bus excursion, that there seems to be a 
strong desire to do something similar in the 
future.  The interesting venues and 
convivial company resulted in a long 
weekend that everyone greatly enjoyed. 

Friday, April 25 
All the Island participants arrived on 

time to meet driver Jim Morrison and his 
Wilson’s motorcoach in the long-term 
parking lot at Swartz Bay.  With a 
reservation in hand, Jim concluded the 
paperwork at the toll booth and we 
proceeded to the head of the line.  The 
crossing was made in perfect weather, 
somewhat different than forecasted.  A brief 
stop was made in Tsawwassen to pick up 
two participants from the Gulf Islands and 
one Victoria member who “doesn’t do 
mornings” and was thus unable to make 
the 7:30 a.m. rendezvous at Swartz Bay. 

After an uneventful border crossing, 
the first official stop was at Bell’s 
Studebaker Museum.  Here we were 
greeted by Stephanie Bell, perhaps the 
most enthusiastic Studebaker aficionado 
anywhere.  Stephanie had in fact departed 
early from a European trip in order to return 
in time for our visit.  An introduction to the 
museum was made, a promotional video 
viewed in the Diner and then we were 
invi ted to v iew the col lect ion of 
Studebakers which comprises some 85 
examples, some of which are stored off-

site.  Vehicles range from an early carriage 
to some of the last cars made, including 
several of the Avanti model, a car that looks 
modern even today.  A catered lunch was 
provided and the visit concluded with a look 
at a new building that will house the truck 
part of the collection.  Before our departure, 
Stephanie was presented with the first of 
several OECC coffee mugs that were to be 
given to various tour guides throughout the 
weekend.  

Further down I-5 lay the next stop, the 
“Seattle Premium Outlets” at Tualip.  The 
ladies (and a number of gentlemen) rapidly 
exited the coach at the prospect of 125 

places in which to shop.  Those remaining 
on the coach were offered a choice of a 
visit to the nearby casino, or a local branch 
of Harbor Freight (“Quality tools at 
ridiculously low prices” is their slogan).  The 
latter came about as a result of lobbying 
efforts (or was it whining?) on the part of at 
least a couple of male passengers.  Since 

no one opted for the casino, driver Jim 
obligingly agreed to take the remainder of 
his passengers down the highway to 
Harbor Freight.  While the quality of some 
of the wares at HF may be open to debate, 
the prices are not, and most re-boarded the 
bus with various items for their workshops. 
The coach then retraced its journey in a 
northbound direction to reclaim the Tualip 
passengers, who, it must be said, were all 
much more heavily laden with packages 
than the tool shoppers. 

Heading south again, the anticipated 
rush hour traffic through Seattle was not 
quite as bad as expected and right on time 
we arrived at our destination for the night, 
the Best Western Hotel across from the 
Tacoma Dome, which is in turn, across 
from our ultimate destination, LeMay – 
America’s Car Museum (ACM).  Check-in 
went smoothly and everyone seemed 
pleased with the accommodation.  Most 
opted to dine in, while others ventured to 
the nearby Ammar’s Mediterranean Grill. 
The evening ended with Robert Atkins 
providing most of the group (assembled in 
the bar of the hotel), with his impressions of 
the day.  Repeated mention of “so far ...” 
was perhaps intended to keep the 
organizers on their toes, but Robert was 
quite lavish in his praise of Day 1 of the trip.  
(Continued P.12) 

South Island Branch 
John Beresford
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Saturday,April 26 
Saturday morning saw everyone 

enjoying a rather good self-serve breakfast 
in the hotel.  An early scouting party had 
discovered the Tacoma Book Center (home 
to half a million used books!) just around 
the corner and this provided the bibliophiles 
in the group a brief browse before our 
planned arrival at LeMay at 10:00am. 

The LeMay ACM building itself is eye-
catching and of course the contents even 

more so.  Our group was divided in half 
and two knowledgeable docents showed 
us around.  English cars were scarce until 
the “Br i t i sh Invas ion” ramp was 
encountered, but the vast number of other 
exhibits provided lots of interest.  Lunch 
was available at the on-site restaurant and 
the well stocked gift shop tempted a few to 
open their wallets and purses.  

Following lunch, we journeyed a few 
miles south to view the LeMay Family 

Collection at Marymount.  Housed in what 
was formerly a military boy’s school, oddly 
enough it was run by an order of Nuns.  A 
condition of the sale of the property to the 
LeMays was that the original buildings be 
preserved, and this has resulted in an 
appropriate ambience for the old cars.  And 
what a number of old cars there are! 
Stacked three high on racks in one very 
large building, there are additional vehicles 
in two other structures.  And once again, 
knowledgeable tour guides were on hand 
to point out exceptional examples in the 
collection.  By 5:30pm it was safe to 
assume that everyone’s appetite for old 
cars had been satisfied, at least for 
Saturday.   

From the Marymount 
A C M s i t e , J i m 
navigated the bus 
back onto I-5 north to 
o u r n i g h t ’ s 
accommodation at 
the SeaTac Best 
Western.  A slightly 
older hotel than the 
previous day, it had 
some interesting 
p l u m b i n g 
peculiarities that 
w o u l d b e c o m e 
e v i d e n t i n t h e 
morning.  As on 
Friday, some dined 

at the hotel, others took a complimentary 
shuttle bus to a nearby eatery, Sharps 
Roasthouse. Possibly chosen because it 
boasted 26 beers on tap, the food turned 
out to be very good too.  Remnants of the 
OECC group were found in the hotel 
lounge until later in the evening, earnestly 
discussing club business, of course. 

Sunday 
Breakfast was again included at the 

hotel but prior to that, several guests 

discovered that their showers apparently 
had not been used in some time.  Despite 
vigorous attempts, the shower head 
diverter controls would not function 
properly; most gave up, fearing they would 
pull the fitting from the wall.  But as fate 
would have it, the club member who 
dislikes early morning starts was surprised 
when water finally did emerge from the 
shower head, soaking himself and his “jim 
jams” in the process. 

With everyone awake, our driver had 
the coach waiting at the appointed time and 
with all aboard we made the short trip to 
the Boeing Museum of Flight.  A slight 
delay occurred as we arrived in advance of 
the official opening time, but soon everyone 
was equipped with wrist bands and our 
guided tour began.  We were taken to the 
“Personal Courage Wing” where the docent 
explained both the WW 1 and WW2 
exhibits.  Aircraft and artifacts are shown in 
very dramatic settings, with interactive 
displays throughout.  For the second hour, 
we were free to wander about the Museum. 
The consensus was that a return visit was 
needed to see more of this remarkable 
collection. 

But lunch beckoned and Anthony’s 
Homeport in Kirkland was the destination. 
Fortunately a parking spot was found close 
to the restaurant and we were soon seated 
on the second floor overlooking Lake 
Washington.  Once again, the group was 
well fed, with dishes that had been pre-
ordered to ensure that adequate fresh 
seafood was available.  Graham introduced 
Mike and Ann Brixner, who were 
responsible for our visit to the next stop, 
Club Auto KIrkland.  Before departing, 
Robert Atkins provided another of his 
updates of the trip, including a few “so far” 
qualifiers, in his usual amusing style. 
(Continued P.13) 

South Island Branch 
continued

British Invasion

Old English Car Club of B.C. The Spanner Volume 26 August 2014

12



What proved to be the last stop 
(not including the border) was to a 

smal ler but never the less very 
interesting collection of exotic (and 
some not so) cars.  These were housed 
in the Club Auto Kirkland, a facility 
where members may store their cars 
and meet for social events.  The 
clubhouse includes a lounge and a 
tastefully finished display area where a 
wide range of vehicles are kept.  We 
were also shown into the Peter 
Hagerman collection, next door, where 
more exotics were to be seen, along 
with many items of memorabilia.  After 
the scale of the LeMay collection, the 
Club Auto facility seemed a fitting 
conclusion as the weekend’s activities 
wound down. 

For the last time, we boarded the 
coach and Jim made such good time 
heading north that it appeared the 
7:00pm sailing from Tsawwassen might 
be a possibility.  Sure enough, a quick 

trip through Customs left a half an hour 
to reach the ferry.  Jim said it would be 
“a piece of cake” and indeed it was. 
With BC Ferries changing our 9:00pm 
reservation to 7:00pm, we arrived just in 
time. 

On the way home there was much 
talk of another similar trip in the 
future.  Suggested destinations 
ranged from the Goodwood 
Revival or Festival of Speed, to 
something more local.  We hope 
our organizers, Graham and 
Licette, can be persuaded!  The 
fact that everything went so 
smoothly is a reflection of the 
many hours they spent in the 
planning stages.  And to our 
driver, Jim Morrison, go many 
thanks for his skillful driving 
and good natured willingness 
to go that extra mile.  Finally, 

our faithful bartender Tom Rivers, 
helped out with the supply of 
refreshments on board the bus, thanks 
Tom!  And thanks to all who 
participated; we imagine any future 
undertaking along these lines will be 
sold out in short order!  

A Visit with the Blackstaffs 
Sunday, May 25 
Despite Robin Patterson’s 
advance description of the 
Harry and Shirley Blackstaff’s 
collections, everyone was 
quite amazed at the sights 
that greeted members of the 
OECC on the May Sunday 
run.  It seems the Blackstaffs 
are interested in preserving all 
sorts of artifacts and have 
been doing so for many years. 

Some th ree dozen 

members set off from the Juan de Fuca 
Library starting point under rather 
threatening skies.  And the heavens did 
open on the way up the Malahat (as Brent 
Densmore in his side curtain-less TR3 could 
attest) but all arrived safely at the appointed 
time, where we were welcomed by Harry 
and Shirley.  Introductions were made and 
the tour began (though initially many were 
drawn to a 1916 Franklin, owned by a 
neighbour who had dropped by). 

First stop was at the Roundhouse, a 
12-sided building constructed by Harry in the 
style of a railway roundhouse, complete with 
a car-sized turntable.  Though somewhat 
overloaded with cars, trucks and other 
wheeled vehicles at the time of our visit, the 
idea is that vehicles can be moved from their 
storage slots onto the turntable and out of 
the building, a novel and efficient way of 
storage for such a large collection.  

The vehicles included several Fords of 
the T type, a couple of Nashes and a 
magnificent 1912 McLaughlin.  Harry 
acquired the frame and some of the engine 
and proceeded to find and/or make the rest 
of the parts.  
He built the fenders (wings to us) from 
scratch.  (Continued P.14) 

South Island Branch 
continued

Stalwart “Corn Binder” enjoys a rest 

Are we there yet?
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From the Roundhouse we ventured 
to the Machine Shop, a building and 
contents still under construction.  A huge 
lathe (weighing around five tons) awaits 
reassembly and, when complete, will be 
driven by a flat belt drive.  Other 
machines, including a smaller lathe and 
drill press, will also be powered by this 
system, using a stationary gas engine.  

We were then taken down the lane 
and shown other “coming attractions” 
which will comprise a 

s a w m i l l , 
schoolhouse, 
garage and 
c a r r i a g e 
house.  There 
is not a firm 
timetable for 
complet ion; 
t h e 
B lacksta ffs 
have l ived  
o n t h e 
p r o p e r t y 
s i n c e t h e 
1970’s.  

T h e 
sur round ing 

undergrowth 
is home to 
m a n y 
vehicles, but it 
is obvious that 
Harry has a 
fondness for 
trucks of all 
sorts and the 
wheels and 
tires which fit 
them.  

O u r v i s i t 
c o n c l u d e d 
with a look 
i n s i d e t h e 
trailer which is 
the current 
home to the 
Zust, one of 
t h e t w o 
surviving cars 
from the 1908 
New York to 
Par is Race 

(photos in a future newsletter).  Due to the 
inclement weather, the Zust remained in 
its trailer, but Harry described the car’s 
restoration, done by himself and his late 
brother Jim.  Shirley has written a book 
about the car, copies of which were 
purchased by at least a couple of 
members. 

If rain showers had not shortened 
the visit it is likely some of us would still be 
there.  But refreshments awaited and after 
presenting OECC mugs as a token of our 
thanks to Harry and Shirley, we departed 
for the Oak and Carriage Pub in Duncan.  
The large group was served very 
efficiently and the food, particularly the 
Sunday Special Schnitzle, was very good 
indeed. 

Once again, our thanks to the 
Pattersons who planned another great day 
out for the club.  They are now taking a 
break while the Branch joins in other 
events for the summer, but we hear great 
things are planned for the fall! 

 (Continued P.15)

S o u t h I s l a n d 
Branch  continued 

If you have an English vehicle & would like to participate, please call Kim at 250-656-3128

Date
Sunday, September 14, 2014

Time
10:00am to 3:00pm

Place
Fort Rodd Hill  
National Historic Site,  
off Ocean Blvd. in Colwood

◆ English cars, motorcycles and commercial vehicles

◆ Entertainment throughout the day,  

including field games and live music 

◆ Automobilia displays and activities for the whole family

◆ Bring a picnic or enjoy the 

on-site food concession

The 20th Annual

Featured Marque: Triumph

English Car Affair

Shirley & Harry Blackstaff with SIB Chair Susan Chapple

http://www.oecc.ca/sib/ECAIP%202014/
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Beacon Hill Park Father's Day Picnic 

Sunday, June 15  
This year marked the 30th anniversary of 
the Father’s Day Picnic at Beacon Hill 
Park, an event organized by Jim Walters 
and Bruce Cornfield.  Despite the show 
field growing smaller over the years, the 
gathering of English cars, their owners 

and the general public seems as popular 
as ever.  

The entrance was in a different 
location (near the Cricket Clubhouse) and 
cars were not permitted to be parked 
beneath the drip lines of any of the trees, 
with the Morgans traditional location 
moved closer into the main field.  
However, parking marshals, mainly from 
the OECC, helped to set up orderly rows 
of cars. Heavier vehicles, as in Land 
Rover, were directed onto the pavement 
along Nursery Road. 

As always, the general public turned 
out in large numbers to view the cars and 
motorbikes on display.  A few showers 
caused hoods to be closed and tonneaus 
to be used on the open vehicles in the 

early part of the day, but by noon the 
threat of rain had diminished. 

The rumour was the 
Central Island Branch 
of the OECC had 
selected the Parksville 
Father ’s Day car 
s h o w a s i t s 
destination for 2014, 
but the usual large 
c o n t i n g e n t o f 
Morgans was on 
hand, some 30 cars 
in all.  We were 

pleased to see that a 
certain orange Morgan was parked in 
the OECC corner of the field this year! 

A v i n t a g e 
Bent ley a t t rac ted 
much attention, as did 
t h e H i l d r e t h ’ s 
DeLorean which is a 
hit with people of all 
ages. 

Once again, our 
thanks go to Jim and 
Bruce for organizing 
this low key yet very 
enjoyable day.  
Their determination to 
continue to put on the 
e v e n t i s t o b e 

c o m m e n d e d 
a n d i n 
recognition of 
t h i s , t h e 
Executive of the 
South Is land 
B r a n c h h a s 
voted to make 
Jim Walters and 
Bruce Cornfield 
h o n o r a r y 
members for 

2015.!

South Island Branch 

continued

Colourful Mogs show the flag

Happy Austin socializes

Delicious Delorean
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The Vancouver Coast Branch began 
May with its monthly Meeting held at 
Neil’s Wheels in Ladner.  Neil’s 
Wheels is secluded on a Ladner farm, 
not far from the Westham Island 
bridge.  Unless you know its location, 
you’d never guess at its existence or 

the amazing variety of cars 
being worked on there! 
Brit cars included VCB Chair 
G e r r y P a r k i n s o n ’s B - G T 
undergoing a light refurbishment 
and respray, an XKE, Spitfire, a 
Healey in pieces, and even an 
Austin 7 van!  Other makes 
r a n g e d t h r o u g h c l a s s i c 
Mercedes to a Volvo P1800, 

various Detroit iron, and a ’33 
Ford that looked like it had 
just been parked for a few 
minutes by Bonny and 
Clyde! 
Neil McDonnell and his 
p a r t n e r , Te r e s a , d o 
everything from repairs and 

t o u c h u p s t o f u l l 
restorations.  You can 
r e a c h t h e m a t  
604-725-3180. 
I t w a s a g r e a t 
evening with an 
awesome sett ing 
and an enthusiastic 
turnout. 

Next up 
for our 
B r a n c h 
was the 
a n n u a l 
A l l 
B r i t i s h 
F i e l d 
meet at 

VanDusen 
Garden in Vancouver.  Always the Big One 
of the British car calendar in this part of 
the world, the ABFM  did not disappoint for 
2014.  Many members from our Branch 
attended, enjoying very nice weather and 
taking home over two dozen class wins!  
(Continued P.17)

Vancouver Coast Branch 
Les Foster, Alan Miles, 
Steve Blake

Grace, Pace, Space!  Bill Jolly’s ’51 Mk. V Jag

Gerry’s B-GT sans 
wings

Dave Pledger shows his Targa 
of Newfoundland Mini

Neil’s Wheels, 
Ladner

Gerry & Neil address the troops

Refined Rapier meets Demon Imp!

Walter Reynolds & Mary Lou Miles

John McDonald’s A-40 stays close to our tent

Field of Dreams
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June saw about 13 Vancouver Coast 
Branch members off to New Westminster, 
visiting Jim’s Garage Collectibles.  This 

shop, located, 
appropriately, in 
a n o l d 
c o m m e r c i a l 
building in the 
S a p p e r t o n 
d i s t r i c t , 
spec ia l izes in 
v i n t a g e g a s 
pumps and their 
restoration parts 
a n d r e l a t e d 

memorabilia such as signs, clocks, and 
cans.  Jim Forgie, the owner, educated the 
group on the inner workings of this familiar 
fixture and provided tea and biscuits for 
all.  Jim’s business is primarily mail order 
and internet but the shop is open (call for 
times) and is very interesting to visit. 

A few days 
later, on June 
8th, the VCB 
was in North 
Vancouver for 
t h e F i r s t 
Annual Two 
L i o n s P u b 
Westview Mall 
B r i t i s h 

I nvas ion 
C a r 
S h o w .  
Whew- quite a mouthful!   
Forty-six cars were on display with 
the majority being OECC members; 
MOG and the Jag/MG Register 
were also represented.  Space was 
dedicated by the Mall for the display 
and parking was organized by 
Ger r y Pa rk inson and John 
MacDonald.   
Car owners received a very nice 

E n g l i s h 
Breakfast 
i n t h e 
T w o 
L i o n s 
Pub and 
another 
f o o d 
discount 
coupon 
for the 
rest of 
t h e 
day.  There was 
also an al l -day 

BBQ with hot dogs and pop.  
Voting was ‘Peoples’ Choice” and at the 
end of the day Gerry Parkinson and the 
Vancouver Whitecap’s Carl Valentine 
handed out trophies.  Steve and Susan 
Blake scored first place in their ’55 Jag 
XK-140 MC coupe- a gorgeous car!  
Owing to the Canada Day holiday 
there was no July VCB Meeting. 
Our annual August picnic was 
again held at Stewart Farm in 
South Surrey.  Always a pleasant 
venue, we enjoyed lovely 
weather again this year and had 
a nice get-together, mini car 
display and then left before dusk 
to tour the scenic  peninsula. !

Vancouver Coast Branch  
continued

Two Lions Pub 
Westview Mall Show

Walter Reynolds was behind the camera!

Jim explains the inner workings of a 
vintage gas pump

Cars gather at Stewart Farm

Austins to Rolls!
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British-built trucks have been plying 
the roads of B.C.since the very early 
1900’s.  From 1910, we know of 
examples of Thornycroft and Foden 
large trucks.  Leyland trucks were 
another famous make which got 
an early start.  
They were very successful in 
B.C. selling both trucks and 
buses.  Some of the very first 
public transit buses in Vancouver 
were Leylands.  In 1925, the B.C. 
Electr ic Rai lway Company 
purchased six new Leyland 
buses with 29 seat bodies by 
Tupper & Steele Ltd. (1669 W. 
3rd Avenue) to service the 
newly-relocated campus of UBC 
in Point Grey.  Operating out of 
a garage at 10th Avenue and 
Trimble St. the wooden-bodied, 
hand-cranked Leylands served 
the university for many years.  
During the 30’s, the Leylands 
hau led k ids to the Sun 
newspaper’s free swim classes. 
(continued on P. 19) 

Leylands in B.C. 
Steve Diggins  
& Les Foster

Top: Passengers transfer from streetcar to Leyland bus at 10th Ave. & Trimble St. Vancouver 

Upper Left: Tupper & Steele Bodies, Vancouver  Lower Left: New 1925 B.C.E.R. Leyland bus   

Above:  Leyland still serving in 1933 carrying children to the Vancouver Sun’s free swim classes

Old English Car Club of B.C. The Spanner Volume 26 August 2014

18



Around the same era, big open-air tour 
buses on Leyland chassis were operating 

in Victoria, B.C. for Triangle Tours, a 
subsidiary of C & C Taxi Co. Ltd.  
Leyland trucks were used for logging, oil 
tankers, dump trucks, cargo vans, fire 
engines and more.  Leyland had a 
showroom and assembly depot at 940 
Richards St. in Vancouver.  In the photo, 
taken through the showroom window in 
1925, a Leyland chassis is visible.  
Judging by the large chrome horn or siren 
on the hood, this is a fire-engine.  Does 
anyone know what city or town it went to? 
Note, too, the advertisement for Ferodo 
friction linings which mentions “Leyland 
Motors”.  Leylands for the B.C.E.R. were 
not to be confused with other makes 
employed by their subsidiary, B.C. Rapid 
Trans i t Company, a l though they 
apparently shared a preference for Ferodo 
linings.  

Leyland began in 1896 as the Lancashire 
Steam Motor Company.  James Summer 
and Henry Spurrier were partners in the 
new venture to build fine steam trucks.  
They were well received and their 30 cwt. 
model was very successful.   

By 1905, they were building gasoline-
powered trucks and buses along with their 
steam trucks.  Demand was very good 
and they were having to add factories.  In 
1907 they bought another steam truck 
builder, Coultards of Preston and changed 

the company name to 
Leyland Motors Ltd. 
This company has gone 
t h r o u g h c o n v o l u t e d 
changes and mergers 
some of which have not 
turned out well, notably the 
infamous period of British 
Leyland which hastened 
the demise of the British 
car industry.  Following an 
unsuccessful merger with 
the Dutch f i rm, DAF, 
Leyland now survives as a 
subsidiary of American 
truck giant, PACCAR.  It is 
now one of Europe’s 
largest truck manufacturers 
although it does not sell  
the vehicles under the 
Leyland name.   
The name lives on in 
Ashok-Leyland, one of the 
pillars of Indian industry. 
(Continued on P.20)

Leylands in B.C. 
continued

VPL w/o #7161 

photo# 9064 
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Leylands were used in early truck 
logging in B.C.  Truck logging was 
something relatively new- most 
big logging operations relied on 
logging railways to move the 
timber out the forest.  In the two 
photos on this page we have two 
Leyland logging trucks in two 
different decades.   
The first vehicle is a mid-1920’s 
model, quite similar to the chassis 
seen in Leyland’s Vancouver 
showroom and the buses.  It was 
photographed in the mid-20’s 
hauling a single 15 ton log from 
the Koksi lah River in the 
Cowichan region on Vancouver 
Island for Fairbridge (now Slater 
& Sons).   It is truly a huge load 
for the truck and evidence of 
the toughness of Leylands!   
The next photo is of another 
Leyland logging truck, also 
with a very large load but a 
decade or more later than the 
Fairbridge rig.  This one was 
photographed in 1937 hauling 
for the Comox Logging & 
R a i l w a y C o m p a n y o n 
Vancouver Island.  The truck 
is much more modern and 
couldn’t have been very old 
at the time 
Are there any Leyland trucks 
in B.C. today?  Yes, there 
may be.  One of our OECC 
members knows where 
there are some abandoned 
1920’s logging trucks on 
V a n c o u v e r I s l a n d .  
Remember the ill-fated B.C. 
Transportation Museum in 
Cloverdale?  They had one- 
whatever happened to it?  
It would be nice to see an 
example of a Leyland 
saved as they played an 
important role in B.C’s 
early transportation history!!

Leylands in B.C. 
continued 

Steve Diggins & I collaborated on this article based on Steve’s initial research augmented by a bit of my own.  We’re grateful to the 
Vancouver Public Library, City of Vancouver Archives, The Forest Discovery Centre in Duncan, B.C., “Logging” by Ed Gould, “Transit 
in British Columbia” by Brian Kelly & Daniel Francis, “The Story of the B.C. Electric Railway Company” by Henry Ewert, and others 
for photographs and information used in this article.  We welcome any further insights on Leylands in B.C.  -Les Foster, Editor
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