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“Here comes the sun, and I say 
it's all right”. That other British export, The 

Beatles, nailed that 
one!  After an un-
promising Spring, 
we have enjoyed a 
glorious Summer– 
only right for our 
Club’s 25th Anni-
versary! 
Many members 
have been out en-
joying the sunshine 
in their British mo-
tors, helping to 

celebrate our success at the AGM in 
Nanaimo and many other events around 
the province. 
There is still a lot of great weather and 
events ahead.  That means a lot of fun to 

be had and shared interests to be en-
joyed.  Check out our excellent OECC 
website for all the information on what’s 
happening in every area.  If you are trav-
elling, why not drop-in on a Branch activi-
ty in an area that you’re passing through? 
I can guarantee they will be delighted to 
see you.  Just get out and drive your Brit 
car  in the sunshine, there is no better 
tonic! 
The Spanner’s man at the Pre-War Desk
(which war?), Steve Diggins, gave me the 
wonderful photo seen below.  Taken at an 
army base, possibly Jericho in Vancou-
ver, in 1938, it shows army officers in full 
dress uniform racing down the parade 
ground in Morris 8 Tourers.  The nearest 
car is a Series I bedecked with every con-
ceivable accessory including a mast for 
the regimental pennant.  The other Tourer 
is a Series II, identifiable by its painted 
grill and “easiclean” wheels.  This gym-

khana apparently involved spearing bal-
loons, a task accomplished by use of the 
officer’s ceremonial sabers! 
It’s a great picture that captures the sheer 
joy of British motoring.  It also dovetails 
nicely with one of the truly joyous events 
of our OECC calendar, The English Car 
Affair in the Park (ECAIP).  Held, like the 
event in the photo, at an old military in-
stallation (a fascinating venue in itself), 
ECAIP is a magical combination of place, 
people and machinery. This year the fea-
tured marque is (Wait For It!), Morris, cel-
ebrating 100 years. 
So get out there and have fun in the sun, 
support your Branch activities, and meet 
people and see vehicles from around our 
Club at ECAIP on Sunday, September 8th 
in Victoria. 
Uniforms and sabers are optional.  
  
 

FROM THE EDITOR 

C.O.V. ARCHIVES  CVA-371-11 

Due to a family emer-
gency, Stephen Way, 
Chair of our Kamloops 
Branch was unable to 
submit a Branch Report 
for this issue of the 
Spanner.  We wish his 
family “All the Best” 
and look forward to the 
Kamloops Branch Re-
port in December .   
No submission or cor-
respondence was re-
ceived from the Comox 
Branch. 
-The Editor 
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We are at the peak of summer, and what 
a lovely summer we are having.  I hope 
everyone is able to get out with their cars 
and enjoy this beautiful weather. 
The Annual General Meeting was held 
here in 
Nanaimo, in 
July, and 
what an 
i n c r e d i b l e 
t u r n o u t 
there was!  I 
would like to 
thank everyone for attending, especially 
those who traveled over on the ferry, from 
Kamloops and the Lower Mainland.  Many 
attended the entire event from the Friday 

night kick -
off party, 
the lunch 
m e e t i n g , 
Banquet & 
Dance right 
through to 
Brits on the 

Beach.  It was really a great weekend of 
fun in the sun.  For pictures, visit our web-
site gallery page http://oecc.ca/cib/
photo_gallery.htm 
Although the meeting was brief, with lots 
of draws for prizes, and a few had a hard 
time not chuckling about our “beach at-
tire”, we did conduct our business and 
voted in a new Executive. 
The 2014 Executive is:  

President – Ken Miles, VCB 
Vice President – Trevor Parker, 
SIB 
Past President – Candy Francis, 
CIB 
Secretary – Patricia Sparkes, 
SIB 
Treasurer – Bill Grace, CIB 
Registrar – Adele Hedges, CIB 
Webmaster – Gerry Parkinson, 
VCB 
Spanner Editor – Les Foster, 
VCB 

Congratulations to the new Executive and 
I look forward to working with you in the 
New Year. My term is almost over and 
would like to thank the current executive 
for all of their hard work.  Having every-
thing look easy and flow smoothly, actual-
ly takes time and work from the dedicated 

executive.  Your work is very much ap-
preciated and I have found it a pleas-
ure working with you all, Thank you!   
Remember; get involved with your 
branch.  Step up and volunteer to do 
something. There are many ways to get 
involved such as organizing a drive, visit 
to unique/interesting business or a mem-
ber’s garage, and help organize an event 
or the yearly banquet, and of course be-
ing on the branch executive. It can be a 
little or a lot, but get involved.  
Happy Driving! 
Candy Francis 
President OECC  
 
The Annual O.E.C.C. Awards were an-
nounced at the A.G.M.  Here are the 
2013 recipients: 

M i n i  M o n t e 
Award – Robert 
& Elaine Brodie 
with Robert At-
kins, (SIB)   

This award is 
presented to the best scoring individual or 
team on the annual Mini-Monte run at the 
AGM. 

OXO Award – 
Gerry Parkinson, 
(VCB)  The cup is 
awarded annually 
to a member who 
has made a sig-
nificant contribution to the Society as a 
whole. 

Montague of Beaulieau Award – Rob 
Gibbs, (CIB)  “Apart from my very early 
love for English cars (a five-year-old's 
shrieks of delight at spotting a Jag SS 
while my mother nearly drove us off the 
road... and many more tales) I have in-
volved myself in multiple restorations over 
the past 15 years.  The latest iteration 
was a high school developed course in 
classic vehicle restoration.  My students 
and I did a nut and bolt restoration on two 
Triumph Spitfires: a 1970 Mk.III and a 
1973 1500 over the past school year 
which can be viewed in part at, 
www.facebook.com/kssmmc2012.  My 
students had also completed a restoration 

on a 1979 Spitfire , and completed exten-
sive work on several TR6s and a Healey 
3000MkIII. I have developed custom dash 
panels, trunk 
liners, radiator 
shrouds and 
other parts for 
our cars that 
make them even 
more appealing and functional while re-
t a i n i n g  t h e i r  c l a s s i c  f o r m s . 
I think that there is a retro sport appeal to 
many of the British classic cars and this 
can and should be capitalized on to bring 
young people into the hobby. Affordable, 
resalable, S&#Y and fun classics- every 
high school prom parade should have a 
long compliment of our cars associating 
these British classics with young, suc-
cessful graduates!  Easy to set-up with 
your local high schools.” 

Easy to see how Rob met the Montague 
award criteria: An Annual Award for a 
member (or member team of husband 
and wife) for their historic preservation 
and dedication to our great hobby. This is 
someone who has a good track record of 
saving and restoring project vehicles. The 
recipient could also contribute to the hob-
by by other means such as leadership 
and organization which would be taken 
into consideration. 

Link Award – Cathy Gislason – (CIB)   

This trophy 
is presented 
to the most 
d e s e r v i n g 
member of 
the Branch 
hosting the 
AGM that year. 
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While on a hunt for a TR-8 in the Okana-
gan, our friends took us to see Predator 
Ridge.  There we came across an Aston 
Martin from the James Bond movie, Die 
Another Day!!! 
We met Paul Toynbee, who demonstrated 
the machine guns, revolving license plate, 
champagne and glasses in the glove box 
bar and rockets in the grill!!  He is the 
proud owner of car number one (001) of 
the 200 to be built. 
The cars are the brainchild of Seann Sin-
clair, and will be built in a secret location 

in Cloverdale and only cost around 
$200,000!! (price not definite, yet).  At the 
moment there are 6 cars completed, and 
Paul drove his across Canada to show it 
off.  Needless to say he was a bit anxious 
crossing the U.S. border recently!! 
The paint finish is beautiful, the interior 
the same.  They will be custom made to 
order. 
We asked regarding a tour for the Club 
but were told NO WAY!!!!  Perhaps in the 
future we will be allowed to.  Until then, 

find more info at their web site: 
www.exclusivemotorcars.ca 

SHAKEN, NOT STIRRED  -John & Lorna Hoare 4 
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Off on a road trip to Saskatchewan- one 
of my favourite things to do!  This time, 
the focus was not on cars but on family 
history and just plain (pun intended) fun.  
Calla and I headed south from our B&B in 
Moose Jaw to visit my friends, Frank and 
Carol Thompson, in the almost-ghost 
town of Readlyn.  We only got buzzed by 
a crop duster once and just slightly lost- 
approaching the “town” from the west 
rather than the east as originally planned.  
No worries, we are retired and free!   
Down the hill we went and across the 
bottom of the coulee, flooded this very 
wet and green year in the Prairies.  We 
were eighteen kilometers from Assiniboia 
and about a million miles from Vancouver!  
The Thompsons live a solitary life, custo-
dians of the remnants of their town and its 
history.  Their son and his family live at 
the opposite end of town.  Readlyn has 
doubled in size since my last visit- there 
are now no less than four families!   

Frank and Carol have assembled a re-
markable museum of prairie history- hun-
dreds of vehicles of every kind, historic 
buildings and uncounted artifacts.  Frank 
started collecting unwanted vehicles and 
aircraft from farmers over 50 years 
ago.  He is now a recognized figure in 
the vintage aircraft world.  In one 
building, one of the two Oxford Air-
speeds in the world nears completion.  
At the Thompson’s home, Carol, 
when asked by us what she had been 
up to, smiled and allowed that she 
was building a house.  When we ex-
pressed surprise, she asked if we’d 
like to see it.  Carol then led us out-
side and across to a very large two 

storey building.  We expected to find a 
nicely crafted doll house.  When the door 
was opened we stepped into a 1900-era 

Victorian mansion- full size 
and very real!  She is re-
assembling a dismantled 
home inside the building com-
plete with period décor.  In-
credible! 
I’ve been to Readlyn sev-
eral times before and have 
become somewhat used to 
seeing rows of tractors, oil-
pulls, threshing machines, 
cars, trucks, wagons, 
steam engines, airplanes- 
you name it, it’s there.  I’ve 
even come to terms with 

the handful of British cars out in the 
field (Hillman, Morris, Austin, etc.- 
even a 300E Thames van).  Then 
there is the Spitfire (car not airplane) 
tucked in one building.  I wasn’t, then, 

really prepared for the surprise I got when 
I stepped out of one of Frank’s Quonsets 
and spotted a truck chassis beside it.  
Now, I am a truck guy and I cannot walk 
(or drive) past any old workhorse without 
inspecting it.  The prairies are heaven for 
me- so many great old trucks preserved 
by the dry conditions!  I just had to fight 
my way past some upstart shrubbery to 
have a look at the old beast.  There was a 
long name cast into the big aluminum 
radiator shell, let’s see, it’s a…
T.H.O.R.N.Y.C.R.O.F.T.  Wow!  Double 
wow!  It was a complete chassis and cowl 
with controls, instruments, maker’s plate, 
engine and drive train.  The wheels were 
the only blatantly non-standard item that I 
noticed.  They were from an old White. 
The Brass plate on the cowl identified it 
as a Type A3.  The engine plate showed it 
to be powered by the Basingstoke Engine 
FB. 4.  This vehicle dated from the mid to 
later 1920’s. 
Frank didn’t remember much about its 
history, “an ambulance in Moose Jaw, I 
think”.  I intend to write him soon to see 
what else he can recall.  Meanwhile I’ve 
contacted the Thornycroft Register in Brit-

ain.  They are quite excited about it as 
they have no record of a left hand drive 
Thornycroft.  They think they will be able 
to identify the original purchaser with a 
little digging in the archives. 
Just when I thought the world was safe for 
Fodens, along comes a Thornycroft!  It’s 
good thing that I have no place to put 
such a thing- (not that Frank usually parts 
with his collections anyway).  I’ll just have 
to content myself with trying to find the 
story behind this wonderful and unusual 
discovery. 
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I am very pleased and proud to say that 
the AGM weekend, combined with Brits 
on the Beach, was a scorching success!  
The theme was “a weekend at the beach” 
and it was great to see everyone taking 
part in appropriate attire and relaxed atti-
tudes. 
Due to higher than expected numbers 
attending, we had to change the venue for 
Friday night’s meet and greet, but we 
were very pleased with the outside patio 
at Boston Pizza, and they did an excellent 
job with food and service.  Registration for 
the AGM took place at 11.00 am at the 

Royal Legion lounge, followed by a very 
nice sandwich lunch.  The AGM started at 
1.00 pm and it celebrated the Club’s 25th 
Anniversary, where everyone in 
attendance was given a celebra-
tory pin.  The AGM went very 
smoothly and some changes 
were made to the Executive. 
At 2.00 pm the Mini Monte start-
ed with 21 cars leaving at one 
minute intervals.  Each entrant 
and car had a photo taken and it 
was presented as a memento at 
dinner.  The winners of the Mini 
Monte, with 84 points out of a 
possible 88, were Rob and 
Elaine Brodie and their passen-
ger Robert Atkins.  It was a close 
finish with 2 other contestants 
scoring 83 points!  Well done to 
everyone who took place and finished the 
run. 
At 6.00 pm drinks were served at the Roy-
al Legion Hall and dinner was ready for 

7.00 pm. Again, we had a wonderful buf-
fet meal with salmon and ham.  The de-
serts were to die for and they soon disap-
peared!  During the evening, 
and throughout the whole 
weekend, lots of great prizes 
were given out, including a 
main prize of a complete 
Sony sound system.  Thanks 
to Bob and Melba Nelson for 
their hard work in raising 
over 40 gifts from local busi-
nesses and CIB members.  
We had a DJ playing some 

pop-
u l a r 
50’s and 60’s 
music, and some 
surprise enter-
tainment from 
John Webb play-
ing his bagpipes! 
On Sunday we 
had our annual 
Brits on the 
Beach in Lady-
smi th,  which 
started off with a 
pancake break-
fast being served 
by the Lions Club 

of Ladysmith.  The weather was absolute-
ly perfect, and we had record attendance 
with approximately 300 cars and motorcy-

cles showing up.  It was great to see so 
many English cars in such a small, but 
idyllic, venue!  Our thanks go out to Steve 
Wareing and Adrian Rice for their contin-

ued successful organization of this event.  
Also thanks to Tony Dowell and Wayne 
Peddie for looking after the music and 

announcements. 
On July 27th the BETI tour (Brits Enjoying 
The Island) will start from Steve Harris’s 
home and head off around Vancouver 
Island, stopping at several scenic points 
of interest until August 10th.  Everyone is 
encouraged to take part in either all, or 
just part, of the run.  Thanks go out to 
Marge Sabourin for all her work over the 
past few months in putting this run togeth-
er and arranging accommodations. 
Some of the other upcoming CIB 
events for the next few months are - 

· On July 27th Steve Har-
ris is putting on another 
tour of his garage and 
awesome vintage vehi-
cles.  This will be the 
location for the launch 
of the BETI run.  

· August 18th will be a run 
to Comox for the Filberg 
Festival 

· On August 25th, John 
Thomson will be the 
wagon master for a run 
to the Black Goose Pub 
in Parksville 

· On August 31st we will 
be attending the Fall 
Fair at Qualicum Beach. 

· ECAIP takes place on 
September 8th at Fort 
Rodd Hill and several of 
our members will be 
joining in for that event. 

 
-Malcolm Hargrave, CIB Chair  
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The summer is starting off great.  Reg has 
picked up his “new” 1976 Triumph TR6 
that he has been waiting for seemingly 
ages, but he now can drive it.  I think he is 
going to wear the tires off it before the 
summer’s over, it’s hardly ever home!  
On June 8th, some of the members got 
involved in the “Best of Brits” in Radium, 
an all-British show put on by the Calgary 
MG Club.  We had a great representation 
for our new branch with four cars. 
The following Wednesday, the Saskatche-
wan British Car Club had a tour of seven 
cars from Saskatoon, through parts of BC, 
on through Cranbrook, then on their way 
back home.  We joined them at a restau-
rant  in town, and had a great get-together 
that day. 
June 15th, our club entered some of our 
cars in the Eagles Nest car show.  There 
were five British cars involved in the show 
and we all had a great time. 
On July 14th, the Calgary MG club had a 
cruise through Cranbrook on their way to 
an MG show in Oregon, and some of our 
members joined them for supper at their 
hotel in town, then we accompanied them 
as far as the U.S. border on their way to 
Oregon. 
The Brothers Insurance Agency Charity 
Car Show was held in Cranbrook on July 
20th.  We had eight British cars registered 
in the show and two of our members won 
trophies, one being “Best Import” and the 
other “Best Sports Car”. We also received 
lots of publicity from the local radio station 
during their “On Location” spots. 
July 27th was our monthly OECC meeting 
which in which a barbeque was the main 
attraction and was held at one of our 
member’s site at Eagles Nest RV grounds 
just south of Cranbrook. We had seven 
British cars and an old restored police 
bike show up. The food was fantastic and 
the camaraderie was the greatest! 
We have two more events later this month 
to attend and with that in mind we will 
have had a very busy and fantastic sum-
mer for our new club including the new 
members that have joined along the way. 
 
Cheers, 
Cliff Blakey,  
Chairman OECC Kootenay Branch 
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Saskatchewan  British Car Club 

Best of Brits– Radium 

Brothers Insurance 
Show- Cranbrook 

Kootenay Branch BBQ at the Eagles Nest 
Campground 

BBQ 

BBQ 

Eagles Nest Show 

KOOTENAY 
FUN! 



TeaFarm Tour 
Sunday, May 26 
Our new event coordinators, Robin and 
Sue Patterson, came up with something 
quite different for ‘their’ first event, a tour 
of a special farm and shop in the beautiful 
Cowichan Valley. And judging by the com-
ments heard, it proved to be very interest-
ing to all who attended. 
About 15 cars had assembled at the 
Western Communities starting point as 
route directions were handed out and 
before the convoy headed up the Mala-
hat. A few showers were encountered 
along the way, but by the time we reached 
our destination the precipitation had 
stopped. 
We were welcomed by Victor Vesely, who 
explained the background of the farm and 
their plans to see if tea can be successful-
ly grown in the Cowichan Valley. He ex-
plained that the local climate is not dis-
similar to the established tea growing are-
as of the world (China, India and Ceylon). 
The principal problem encountered so far 
is that deer, as well as humans, like tea 
leaves. Victor is not discouraged and ad-
ditional plantings will be added. 

We were then invited into the gallery, 
where both tea and Margit Nellemann’s 
ceramics awaited. Everyone was provided 
with tea samples, as well as special tea-
infused cookies. While these refresh-
ments were enjoyed, Margit explained 
how she creates her very artistic interpre-
tations of teapots, cups and other func-
tional pieces. 
A wide variety of teas are imported by the 
TeaFarm and club members took ad-
vantage of the availability of many unusu-
al varieties to make purchases from the 
shop. Even non-tea drinkers seemed im-

pressed with what was on offer. 
Our visit concluded with the presentation 
of an OECC coffee (or tea) mug to Victor 
and Margit, who appeared delighted to 
receive it, perhaps to become the only 
mass produced 
mug on the 
farm. 
Most members 
then retraced 
the route back 
to the Island 
Highway and 
Cobble Hill. 
The Cobble Hill 
Pub had set up 
tables in the pool room area (though no 
one played) where good food was deliv-
ered in a remarkably short time. 
Thanks go to Robin and Sue for a very 
successful first ‘Sunday Drive’. They now 
get a rest until the Fall, as the usual sum-
mer events occupy us for the next few 
months. We know the Patterson’s have  
interesting outings in mind, but don’t hesi-
tate to approach Robin or Sue with your 
suggestions too 
Our new event coordinators, Robin and 
Sue Patterson, came up with something 
quite different for ‘their’ first event, a tour 
of a special farm and shop in the beautiful 
Cowichan Valley. And judging by the com-
ments heard, it proved to be very interest-
ing to all who attended. 
About 15 cars had assembled at the 
Western Communities starting point as 
route directions were handed out and 
before the convoy headed up the Mala-
hat. A few showers were encountered 
along the way, but by the time we reached 
our destination the precipitation had 
stopped. 

We were welcomed by Victor Vesely, 
who explained the background of the farm 
and their plans to see if tea can be suc-
cessfully grown in the Cowichan Valley. 
He explained that the local climate is not 
dissimilar to the established tea growing 
areas of the world (China, India and Cey-
lon). The principal problem encountered 
so far is that deer, as well as humans, like 
tea leaves. Victor is not discouraged and 
additional plantings will be added. 

We were then invited into the gallery, 
where both tea and Margit Nellemann’s 
ceramics awaited. Everyone was provided 

with tea samples, as well as special tea-
infused cookies. While these refresh-
ments were enjoyed, Margit explained 
how she creates her very artistic interpre-
tations of teapots, cups and other func-

tional pieces. 
A wide variety of teas are imported 

by the TeaFarm and club members took 
advantage of the availability of many unu-
sual varieties to make purchases from the 
shop. Even non-tea drinkers seemed im-
pressed with what was on offer. 

Our visit concluded with the presen-
tation of an OECC coffee (or tea) mug to 
Victor and Margit, who appeared delight-
ed to receive it, perhaps to become the 
only mass produced mug on the farm. 

Most members then retraced the 
route back to the Island Highway and 
Cobble Hill. The Cobble Hill Pub had set 
up tables in the pool room area (though 
no one played) where good food was de-
livered in a remarkably short time. 
Thanks go to Robin and Sue for a very 
successful first ‘Sunday Drive’. They now 
get a rest until the Fall, as the usual sum-
mer events occupy us for the next few 
months. We know the Patterson’s have  
interesting outings in mind, but don’t hesi-
tate to approach Robin or Sue with your 
suggestions too 

Catalina Grill House Car Show 
Saturday, June 22 
The new owners of the Catalina Grill 
House (formerly RC Grillhouse ‘N 
Lounge) decided to host an informal “Hot 
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cars, fast planes and great food” event to 
reopen the restaurant. While there were 
not the 200 cars they anticipated, a di-
verse array of vehicles were on display for 
the afternoon, including several belonging 
to OECC members. 

In addition to the cars, the aircraft on 
display provided lots of interest. The Cata-
lina in particular was quite significant, as it 
had been one of the examples stationed 
at the Pat Bay airfield during WW2. It flew 
on anti-submarine patrols, search and 
rescue and training duties from 1943 until 
1945. The aircraft was declared surplus at 
the end of the war and went on to serve 
elsewhere. It was subsequently converted 
to a water bomber after purchase by the 
Saskatchewan government in 1966. After 
many years service it was bought by Buf-
falo Airways before coming “home” to Pat 
Bay. The Catalina society generously al-
lowed visitors to tour the aircraft, including 
a chance to sit in the pilot’s seat. 

For several OECC members a 
pleasant hour on the deck of the Grill 
House overlooking the cars and aircraft 
concluded the afternoon, an altogether 
enjoyable end to the show. Will it become 
an annual event? 
More information on the Catalina Preser-
vation Society at www. pbycatalina.com 

Beacon Hill Father’s Day Picnic 
Sunday, June 16 
Once again, the display field at Beacon Hill 
Park was filled to overflowing for the annu-
al All British Father’s Day Picnic. For the 

29th year, Jim Walters and Bruce 
Cornfield organized the always 
enjoyable day.  

Morgans seemed to be 
most popular car of the day, with 
some three dozen on display. A 
few unusual vehicles were to be 
seen, including a Jaguar Mk 2, 
with a chopped top and other 
customized features.  Most Brit-
ish marques were represented among the 
many motor bikes on display. 

The picnic is very popular with the 

public and no doubt most exhibitors heard 
stories that began “my dad had one of 
these ...”. The Editor was amused to hear 

of a tale of a Singer Bantam 
being used to tow a caravan 
from London to the seaside in 
post-war Britain. A harrowing 
trip through the Blackwall Tun-
nel resulted in the purchase of a 
larger car to pull the caravan! 
Our thanks to Jim and Bruce 
and the City of Victoria for con-
tinuing this very popular Fa-
ther’s Day event. 
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Your South Island Branch extends a cordial invitation to all members of the Old English 
Car Club and their friends to join us on Sept. 7th/8th at Fort Rodd Hill in Colwood, Victoria 
for the 19th edition of our English Car Affair in the Park. Make a weekend of it! 
 The featured marque this year is Morris celebrating their 100th anniversary and all Mor-
ris badged cars will be separately displayed on the field and be eligible for special 
awards. The Mayor of Colwood, Carole Hamilton is our Guest of Honour this year. 
 Full details of the whole weekend’s events are shown on the registration form, available 
at www.oecc.ca/sib/index.htm. Register early to be eligible for an early-bird draw. Also 
all entries received before August 31st become eligible to win a weekend for two at the 
Galiano Oceanfront Inn and Spa on Galiano Island. 
We start on Saturday afternoon with a 1-1/2 hour scenic tour meeting at 1.30 p.m. for a 
2.00 p.m. start. 
 The Comfort Hotel and Conference Centre on Blanchard St. will host our Saturday 
Roast Beef Buffet Dinner - meeting at 6:00pm with a no-host bar for dinner at 7:00pm. 
Raffle prizes and a 50/50 draw throughout the evening.  Want to have a drink? This is 
also our host hotel with rooms set aside for the OECC at the special rate of $99.00 per 
room – including a hot breakfast. When booking mention you are with the OECC. 
 The Central Saanich Lions Club are also providing Sunday breakfasts and lunches on 
the field at Fort Rodd Hill. 
 The show opens rain or shine at 10.00 a.m. until 3.00p.m. All cars must be in position 
before 9.30 a.m. 
The Saanich Pipe Band will start the show, games, music, prizes and awards will fill your 
day. 
 You can Win-a ride in one of three exceptional English cars. 
Goody bags, dash plaques and customised T-shirts are all part of the fun. 
 Make new friends and renew acquaintances with old ones as we look forward to your 
company at ECAIP 2013. 
Remember – register early. 
Graham L. How 
ECAIP 2013 Committee Chair 



The Vancouver Branch of the OECC has 
had a busy start to 2013.  Importantly, the 
executive did some hard self-analysis, 
polled the members and took measures to 
make the club more fun and enjoyable for 
everybody.   Self-critique is hard and the 
executive should be thanked for effecting 
change that will help the longevity of the 

club.  There was a consensus that new 
members sometimes felt unwel-
comed.   Current members were encour-
aged to extend themselves and be more 
inviting.   Name tags were provided to 
facilitate communication.   As a new 
member at that meeting, I was made to 
feel very welcome and I believe the new 
policies will help.   The focus of Meetings 
was changed to be more ‘event related’ 
and less business related.   We likely 
have enough business and politics in our 
daily lives that we don’t want it at our fun 
events.  Business within the club will obvi-
ously continue but will be handled primari-
ly within the executive. 
Along the lines of this new direction, the 
club has had a number of event oriented 
meetings since January. 
In February, we held a social gathering at 
Ocean Park Pub & Pizza.  Later in the 
month some of us joined the MOG types 
on the Hearts and Tarts drive.   The 
weather was good and the group drove 
out along Ladner Trunk Road and was 
lucky enough to see many types of birds 
including nesting eagles.  Laverne Barnes 
brought her raccoon coat in order to stay 
warm. 
In March, some of the group met at White 
Spot for a pre meeting dinner.   This was 
followed by a meeting at the Hugo Ray 
cricket club.   The members’ poll was pre-
sented and the direction of the club was 
reviewed.   Members in attendance 

seemed to be generally happy with the 
new focus.   Gerry Parkinson gave a stel-
lar presentation and review on the conver-
sion of his MGB-GT to fuel injection.    
March also saw the club partici-
pating in the St Patrick’s Day 
Parade in downtown Vancouver. 
For the April meeting, Dave Gil-
mour of BMC Motorworks kindly 
hosted us at his shop.  Dave is a 
trained Jaguar mechanic and has 
several Jags in various states of 
restoration.   
A number of members ventured 
to the Restoration Fair in Saanich 
on the 14th to enjoy a great day of 
British cars and old stuff in gen-
eral under sunny skies.    
For our May meeting, Fred and Sharon 
van Aggelen and a few neighbours who 
are also old car aficionados, generously 
opened up their garages to us.  It is nice 
to have several ‘car people’ on the same 

street!  There were some really interesting 
cars on display and we were treated to 
refreshments at the van Agglens’ after-
wards.  It was a great meeting! 
The All 
B r i t i s h 
Field Meet 
at VanDus-
en Gar-
dens was 
a big suc-
cess with 
over 5000 
v i s i t o r s 
and 586 
cars pre-
sent.  This 
year the 

club set up a booth with a rotating roster 
of volunteers.  We were lucky enough (or 
was it deliberate?) to have a booth imme-
diately next to the fish and chips stand 

which did a booming business.   Bill was 
particularly clever and brought his own 
carport!! 
In June, Intermeccanica, a world re-
nowned Porsche replica shop invited the 

club to tour their facilities.   The 
bar is set high by the compa-
ny.  Their standard of work is re-
markable and the finished cars are 
truly lovely 
A special event this month was the 
Ian Newby military vehicle collec-
tion.  This is an awe inspiring col-
lection for the movie indus-
try.  Several marques of British 
cars, police cars, fire trucks, dou-
ble-decker buses, army trucks, 
jeeps, limousines, taxis and a goli-
ath 8 wheeled military vehicle just 

back from being filmed in the Godzilla 
movie, are located here.  There are over 
five miles of racks for clothing and uni-
forms! 
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BMC Motoworks 

Morris Oxford Traveler at the van 
Aggelen’s neighbourhood tour 

Intermeccanica 

Watch out South Island! -VCB tours the 
Newby Collection 



 Also in June several members did some 
community service (they claim it was not 

court appointed) service and went to the 
Louis Brier home.   Members of the home 
I am sure were extremely grateful to have 
a little variety in their lives.  Teasing 

aside, special thanks to those 
members who attended. 
July saw the O.E.C.C. Annual 
General Meeting held in Nanai-
mo.   Six cars took the ferry to 

Gibsons, Powell River, and then on down 
through Comox to Nanaimo and ultimately 
back home.  VCB members stood proud 
at the AGM as Ken Miles was elected 

O.E.C.C. President for 2014 and 
Gerry Parkinson garnered the 
OXO Cup (our own Steve Diggins 
was OXO runner-up and maybe 
the first nominee to be put forward 
by a branch other than his own). 
John Webb will be remembered in 
particular for bringing his bag-
pipes! 
August began with the annual 

Branch picnic at Stewart Farm in South 
Surrey.  The weather was superb and we 
had an excellent turnout.  Other August 
activities include a run to the West Coast 
Railway Heritage Museum in Squamish 
on the 17th. 
-Dave Pledger 
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Dave’s our new Spanner Correspondent 
for the VCB when he’s not wheeling his 
souped-up Mini round the Targa New-
foundland– great job!  His car is named 
“Lucy” a play on its propensity to shed 
parts!  -The Editor 

Stewart Farm Picnic 

OECC AGM 

Run to the AGM 

ABFM 

ABFM 

Louis Brier 



Cars are very special.  Some people have 
owned their car from new.  But many of 
the owners of British Cars have “brought 
their car back to life”, in effect given it a 
second lifetime.  A retired welder and 
heavy duty industry worker and a Comox 
Valley resident whose name is Geoff is 
one such man.  Geoff happened to go to 

a garage sale in Campbell River and the 
widow who was holding the sale said that, 
in the trailer full of parts sitting in her yard,  
was a 1936 MGT  A.  His friends insisted 
that he should buy it as a project to keep 
him out of mischief now that he had re-
tired.  Geoff bought the project car in Sept 
2010. 
The car was built in Britain in 1936.  Its 
registration number is: TA0145 (within the 
first 6 months of production).  The TA was 

produced through June of 1939.   
The MGT A is a true two-seater sports car 
with running boards giving it much style.  
This particular car has been well traveled 
as the past owner was in the RAF and 
after buying the car in 1970 in England, 
he took it with him when stationed in Ger-
many.  When he immigrated to Canada, 

the car had a time in 
Prince George before 
coming to the Valley.  As 
happens quite often, the 
owner brought the car to 
Canada with plans to 
restore it. The car sat in 
pieces for many a year.  
Geoff, when he pur-
chased the TA, and many 
times since, has com-
mented, “all the bits and 

pieces were there”- imagine at 76 years 
old! 
The restoration work is a long process.  
Parts have been sourced all over America 
and England.  The block, crank and bear-
ings were shipped back to England to be 
updated to more modern bearings as the 
Babbitt bearing used originally could not 

be restored.  Miraculously this 
work only took 2 months with 
the cost of the shipping and 
taxes being more than the cost 
of the new bearings and labour.  
One of the people he asked to 
give him an estimate on some 
work from California told him 
“be prepared to wait 12 months 
and know your bank manager 
real well!”  Other parts of the car 
have been slowly coming to-
gether with special wood work 
being replaced using the old 
rotting wood as templates- just 
another of the skills needed to 
restore the car to something of 

beauty.  Geoff works on 
the car when he finds 
time. With a smile on 
his face, he hopes to 
have it completed within 
the next year or two and 
sooner if possible.   He 
knows of only two other 
MGT A’s in BC and he 
is looking forward to 
having this one on the 
road soon.  
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100 years of Morris!  This year we cele-
brate the centenary of this famous British 
make. The first Morris car appeared in 
1913, built in Cowley, Oxfordshire, by the 
company founder, William Morris.  These 
cars quickly established a reputation for 
quality build and durable performance.   
In the 1920’s Morris entered the truck 
market and became a favourite of the 
industry for strength and reliability.  It was 
also in the 1920’s that the famous 
“Bullnose” Morris became the basis for 
the new MG (Morris Garages) sports car 
produced by Cecil Kimber.  The MG went 
on to become world famous and, perhaps, 
the most widely recognized British sports 
car. 
British Columbia has a long association 
with Morris cars and trucks with the first 
cars being sold here in the early twenties.  
I know of an early “Bullnose” Morris on 
Vancouver Island and I have read of and 
seen pictures of other 1920’s Morris cars 
in B.C.   
In the 1930’s, Morris 8’s were big sellers 
in this province and we have some pic-
tures courtesy of the Vancouver Public 
Library Special Collections of Morris 8’s at 
Oxford Motors at 650 Burrard St. in Van-
couver, in the latter half of the decade. 
In one of these photos, a young lady has 
just taken delivery of her 1936 Series I 
Tourer. These were very nicely styled 
cars and were built to Canadian LHD 

specification.  If you look inside the show-
room window you will see a new Series II 
Tourer with the new “easiclean” wheels.  
It is dressed up with a set of whitewall 
tires, something new to the thirties. 
In the second photograph, also taken 
outside Oxford Motors in1938, it appears 
that someone has just won themselves a 
new Morris 8 Saloon.  We don’t know 
what the contest was, but the new owner 
is receiving the keys to his new Morris, 
possibly from Oxford Motors Manager, H. 
Lupton.  Once again, if you look inside the 
showroom window, you will see a brand 
new MG, most likely a TA- proof that 

MG’s were also being sold in B.C. before 
World War II. 
Speaking of the War, it is an interesting 
side note that Oxford Motors’ building 
became the home of the Provincial Civil-
ian Protection Committee after Pearl Har-
bour.  In 1942 the showroom windows 
were bricked-in to “bomb-proof” the build-
ing in case of Japanese air attack! 
So One Hundred Years of Morris is defi-
nitely something to celebrate!  Already 
growing in popularity in B.C. before the 
war, they became fixtures on our streets 
and highways afterward and continued to 
be for several decades more.  The many 
lovingly cared for survivors attest to the 
happy memories Morris products bring 
back! 
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Thanks to Steve Diggins for this clever piece from Western Classic’s October 
1993 edition.  Extolling the many virtues of the Land-Rover while weaving in the 
titillating thread of crime and adventure it was actually a tongue-in-cheek adver-
tisement (copyright 1963 Rover Motor Co. of North America).  Presented as an 
article, only the fine print gave it away!   
One of the most enduring names in the British vehicle lexicon, Land-Rover is 
one of the few still with us.  No doubt the Great Train Robbery was merely one 
of the notable early uses of this legend-on-wheels.  Certainly the Land-Rover 
(and its antecedents) has gone on to gain even more fame and probably, some 
more notoriety, in war and peace and, yes, crime, too.   
I added the “Working for Prosperity “ad with a bit of my own tongue-in-cheek.  
It’s from the March 16th, 1953 issue of Country Life– a magazine for the upper 
class lifestyle a robber might aspire to!  -The Editor 



 

 


