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 From the Editor 
 
Could this be the last Spanner? I have 
handed in my letter of resignation as edi-
tor so this will be the last issue with me at 
the helm. Along with the good help of 
Gerry Parkinson on his computer we have 
been at this for six years. It is time for 
someone else to take a turn.  
I think a publication for the club is the glue 
which helps to keep us connected, enthu-
siastic and moving forward. It is good to 
meet the various members and see what 
is going on. To learn about their cars, their 
projects and our history helps to strength-
en our knowledge and our hobby.  
Thanks to all of you who have contributed, 
Is it over? I hope not because there are 
still many more interesting stories to be 
told. 
Our Club Awards It is a pleasure to report 
that Peter and Daphne Lee are recipients 
of the Montagu of Beaulieu Award for 

dedication to the hobby of saving and 
restoring old British vehicles. The OXO 
Award was presented to Robert Atkins for 
the great amount of work he has done for 
the club with organizing events and hav-
ing the vision to lead us forward. 
These are the people who help to make 
our club and hobby the great thing that it 
is. Congratulations to these South Island 
Branch members. 
The Vancouver Coast Branch presented 
The Link Award to Lorna Hoare. Lorna 
has been a tireless worker for her branch 
and has helped in many ways with meet-
ing venues and events. She has done this 
for three years and this will be her last. 
Thank you Lorna 
 

How bright are your tailights? 
 
A couple of years ago at ECAIP I was 
talking to an owner of an A40 Dorset. One 
of the interesting things he told me about 

driving his car around was that one even-
ing he got pulled over for not having any 
taillights. He thought he had checked on 
them so he got out to take a look. Yes 
they were on but they are so small and 
dim the officer didn’t notice them. The 
British haven’t been much on taillights 
going from just one tiny one in the 1920’s 
then to two tiny ones in the 1930’s and 
finally two small ones in the 1950’s. Each 
time they had to be pushed by the govern-
ment to do better.  
When I got my 1951 Austin Devon I took a 
few things off to do repairs to the body-
work. Upon taking the taillights off I was 
surprised to see there are no chrome 
reflectors behind the light bulbs. Well no 
wonder these things are so pathetic A 
chrome reflector would, I am sure, make a 
big difference. 
So I immediately thought of finding some 
to put on. Then I thought about the LED 
lights I saw displayed at the ABFM. Now 
those are nice and bright from any angle. 
So I thought I should look into that and 
went down to my local parts place. Well of 
course my car is not listed on the comput-
er and the young guy behind the counter 
isn’t sure what to do. I wasn’t sure if I had 
to change some wiring or change a socket 
or just what to do in order to have LED 
lights. However, just at that time some-
body behind me heard what I was saying 
and asked if my bulbs are the bayonet 
style with the double contacts. I said yes 
and he said all I had to do was buy a cou-
ple of LED bulbs, part no. 1157W and 
snap them in. Wow so simple and they 
cost less than twenty dollars each.  
We want to see you out driving and enjoy-
ing your British car but we also want you 
to be safe doing so. Having taillights peo-
ple can actually see would be a big step 
forward. I think putting LED bulbs in our 
original little taillights is a brilliant idea.  
 

Daphne Lee in the beautiful Singer roadster at the Vancouver ABFM.  
Husband Peter brought this car back to life from being a parts car for another restoration.  

Great work Peter! 



 

2012 Vancouver ABFM 
A glorious day on the green. 

A great display of Lotus paying tribute to fifty years of this famous make. Just this side of the Loti is a row of Triumph TR6’s  as far as the eye can 
see which were part of the 651 entries this year. 

The last AC Ace built before the bodies were produced for Cobras. T-time on the green with about 150 MG’s, on display, 67 MGB’s paid 
tribute to their 50th anniversary. 

The first production MG, the M type of Steve Blake sits 
between an Austin Nippy and a Morgan trike. 

An Alvis Speed 20 is an example of the fine high end sports machinery of the 
1930’s. A 2.5L straight six, good suspension, and strong brakes gave effortless 

motoring. 



The cars and members of the Valley branch 
have got off to a very slow start this year, 
partially due to health issues in the club and 
the fact that the cold air coming down from Mt. 
Washington and parts north have kept people 
busy with winter projects.   
We had to delay/ cancel the Miles per Ton 
Rally that is usually our first event, this is a fun 
run which starts with all cars filling their gas 
tanks and ending with a fill up, the amount of 
gas used on the run is divided by the weight of 
the car and thus we get a winner.  In the past 
Ron Venter in his Beautiful old Bentley  wins. 
 Frank de Carlo spent time this winter restor-
ing and upgrading his MGA, he took the time 
to personally talk to ICBC guro about criteria 
for collector insurance and we are delighted 
see that he was able to get collector insurance 
on the car.  He drove it down to California and 
had only one problem which he wants to 
share with everyone.  Caution.  If you replace 
your wire wheel tires, and put tubes in your 
tires make sure that ALL labels are removed.  
When traveling at speed the heat loosens the 
label, causing the adhesive to ball and form 
little ball bearings which eat a hole in the tube, 
it could blow when you are at speed!  Luckily 
Frank discovered his tire going down in a gas 
station in Oregon and when the tire was ex-
amined they found the label and the problem. 

One of the fun events we have had is the wine 
bottling.  Yes we have 90 bottles of wine 
ready for the All British Meet at the Filberg 
2012.  The event will be on August 18-19 
weekend.  We plan on a small run around the 
Valley on Saturday afternoon.  The venue for 
the Meet & Greet is changed this year as 
Frank will be down East, and so we will be 

enjoying the hospitality of Paul Chalmers who 
has a small farm out Black Creek way.  He 
guarantees all nice fresh veg.  Lots of parking 
at 7575 Gabby Road.  The Show at the Fil-
berg will be traditional, and as any who have 
been in the past, it is a great time for all in a 
very beautiful setting.  Please come and join 
us. 

Branches—Comox 

Frank de Carlo in his MGA 



I have had my Lotus Elite for nearly 30 
years. Senna was driving LOTUS F1  at the 
time, and I thought it would be a real collec-
tor.  David bought it for me for my birthday 
one year and I have loved it forever.  Sitting 
in the car everything is in the right place.  
Steering Wheel angle is perfect your hand 
goes perfectly to the shift lever, the seats are 
comfortable and fit like a glove, especially 
since I had the seats done in soft leather.  
The car has had a fantastic paint job and the 
whole interior is beautiful too.  And the en-
gine bay is clean and functional with LOTUS 
spelled on the valve cover looks so good.    
 
What could possibly be more exciting than 
when I heard that Van Deusen was featuring 
LOTUS this year?  My car would be there!  
David, my husband, said if I wanted to go 
over he would do a check of brakes etc.   
After 3 weeks of checking and polishing the 
car looked ready for the Show. 
 
The day before, we drove down to Nanaimo 
and coming back the car started to hesitate, 
then really had a coughing fit, every hill was 
a “ I think I can”, plus the amp gauge was 
only reading 11.  Limping into our drive way, 

hood up and what do we see.  #3 lead to 
spark plug was just flapping out of control 
and on further exam #4 was off too.  WOW 
how did that happen?  Apparently because 
the spark plug cover leads are very tight and 
if a small amount of air is trapped inside it 
expands and pops off the leads.   Who 
knew?   When David pushed the back on 
they just popped off.   Thank goodness Den-
nis Broad , a mechanic and friend had the 
special pliers, and we clamped the leads 
back in place.  As far as the car running on 
battery all the way home rather than charg-
ing, we discovered the ground wire had be-
come detached – thank goodness for that 
extra heavy duty battery we had in the car. 
 
Well nothing more could happen so off to the 
mainland we go.  We arrive in Vancouver 
traffic at 5 o’clock and by the time we get to 
my sister’s the car is well overheated (as is 
David, at my driving).  Glory be, the darn 
wire to the fans had pulled off some how.  
Well now, that has to be the last straw. 
 
6:30 Saturday, off to the Car Show.  The 
Lotus is so shiny that even this early in the 
morning she blinds you .  I am driving down 

88th and suddenly I feel the throttle cable 
must have broken, putting my foot down is 
like stepping on air, nothing!  As I coast, 
thank God we are going down hill, to the 
side, David lifts the hood thinking the linkage 
has let go from the engine side – no- every-
thing looks just fine.  Hoping that I have im-
agined the problem, David gets in the driv-
er’s seat and confirms, car starts, no throttle.  
The cable has let go from behind the steer-
ing wheel,  up above the pedals, not a place 
overweight old folks can contort their bodies 
to get to.  And can you believe it, a small 
cotter pin the size of a small ant has come 
out and let the cable go.  With great amounts 
of “bugger” and similar words, plus a very 
helpful stranger by the name of Tony we got 
a wire hooked up, which let us go back to my 
sisters.  No way was David going to let me 
and the Lotus get in problems in the tunnel 
or Oak Street Bridge.  So sadly my Lotus did 
not get to Van Deusen this year.  I am told it 
was the greatest showing of LOTUS cars 
ever!  I am so sad to have missed it.      

How Things Can Go Wrong—by Karen Whitworth 

Branches—Central Island  

It looks like 2012 will be another year filled with great runs, events and 
shows. The events calendar is quickly filling up and I’m encouraged by 
many of our members continuing with their ever-popular runs and some 
of our newer members planning new events for us all to enjoy. We al-
ready have over 100 paid-up members so far! 
Our next major event will be Brits on the Beach in Ladysmith on July 
15th, and we are hoping for an even better turnout than last year, which 
hosted over 200 vehicles. We now have the undivided attention of the 
Town of Ladysmith as Brits on the Beach is considered as one of their 
most popular events, and we also have gained popularity with many 
more vendors wishing to sell their wares or to sponsor us on the day.  
Our goal this year is to see every OECC member with their cars attend!  

Member’s open invitation to visit Doug Unia’s garage, January 2012 

Annual Bowling Event, February 2012 

Nanaimo Empire Day Parade, May 2012 



Vector Yachts Tour 
Sunday, February 26 
Our faithful Events Coordinator team of Peter and Daphne Lee were in 
nearly complete control of the February Sunday run, though one aspect 
did prove a bit elusive. That was the weather, which started out perfect-
ly, a bit cool, but with bright blue skies. This would change rather dra-
matically as the day passed. 
Some 14 cars, mostly English, and their drivers and passengers, met at 
the Salvation Army Citadel, just in time for those departing from the 
church to admire the varied lineup. In true British motoring style, Susan 
Chapple arrived in her MG with the top down. The Fraser’s braved the 
cold in their Land Rover, heaterless and with no side curtains. 
Brief route directions (up the highway and turn right past Sidney) were 
handed out and the convoy departed. On arrival, we were met by Vec-
tor Yachts manager Todd Koroll, who directed the cars down into the 
yard itself. 
Our visit concluded with a visit to the shop, where an extensive invento-
ry of spare parts and nautical accessories is available. Vector Yachts 
are agents for a wide variety of boating equipment and even has a 
stock of hard to find obsolete parts. Todd and Willi were presented with 
OECC mugs and our thanks to them for an interesting hour in a work-
ing boat yard. 
Most of the group then departed for refreshments, also with a nautical 
theme, at the Rumrunner Pub on the Sidney waterfront. 
It was at this point that someone remarked upon the hail that suddenly 
appeared. This was shortly followed by snow! Some elected to wait a 
while, others made their departures. Susan Chapple enlisted some help 
to put the MG’s hood in position, while the Fraser’s kept calm and car-
ried on. 
Thanks go to Peter and Daphne for their work in organizing the after-
noon. And the weather just added to the fun.  
Bob's Afternoon Adventure 
Sunday, March 25 
Acorn, maple seed, cocoon, shell, feather, nail, piece of moss, pine 
cone, maple leaf, fruit pit, piece of white bark, piece of broken glass, 
bud from tree, wild flower, three-leaf clover, pink stone, pine needle, 
mushroom, y-shaped twig, berry and thistle. The collection of these 
items was just the start of Bob and Wendy’s Afternoon Adventure. 
The fun began at the Juan de Fuca Library, where no less than 15 
teams awaited their instructions. The Nature Scavenger Hunt lists were 
distributed, complete with paper bags to accommodate the found ob-
jects, as well as pen and paper for the second task. Somewhat to the 
amusement of library patrons, some teams immediately began the 
search in the small park adjacent to the library. Others went to Fort 
Rodd Hill and the Esquimalt Lagoon. The only requirement was to be 
present at Heritage Acres by 3:00pm, where the final test awaited. 
But before then, a short story or poem incorporating the words “garage 
door opener”, “magnet” and “hub cap” presented an additional chal-
lenge. 
Upon arrival at Heritage Acres, participants were faced with a driving 
test which involved a “timed” run through an obstacle course defined by 
water-filled balloons and plastic cups. Most contestants were able to 
negotiate the course, though some balloons were popped and cups 
demolished. 
With these challenges overcome, the group retired to Mary’s Bleue 
Moon pub across from the BC Aviation Museum.  Refreshments were 
soon provided by the always efficient staff. 
Results: Amazingly enough, most participants found examples of near-
ly everything required on the scavenger hunt. One team actually pre-

sented their nail complete with a fence post. The winners were deemed 
to be Susan Jones and Kathleen Trayner.  
The story/poem winner was the Rivers clan, comprising Tom, Cheryl, 
Julie and Trevor. Their combined resources allowed submission of both 
a story and a poem. Their prize was a combination Union Jack Choco-
late egg and die-cast MINI model. 
The driving test (“Best Driver”) was won by Bruce Edwards in his TR-6. 
Bruce will also receive an egg and MINI model.  
The “Worst Driver” was judged to be Susan Jones, who left behind her 
Rover a number of deflated balloons and damaged cups. Susan was 
presented with a hand-carved soapstone Mini (or possibly a MINI, al-
lowing for artistic license) mounted on a suitable trophy. She has as-
sured us the trophy will grace the Jones’ mantlepiece for the coming 
year. 
We can always count on the Tibbos to come up with something enter-
taining and the March Sunday Drive continued the tradition. Thanks 
Bob and Wendy! 

Branches—South Island  



April 15, 2012 
It does not seem seven years has gone by 
since Robert Atkins proposed the idea of a 
season opening ‘restoration fair, swap meet 
and car show’. But the idea has certainly 
found favour with enthusiasts of old English 
vehicles and the event has become an ea-
gerly anticipated start to the many events 
that follow over the spring and summer. This 
year, participants from the mainland and 
upper Vancouver Island joined the many 
locals, with the result being one of the most 
successful Restoration Fairs to date. 
Paid entries at the gate totalled 686, just 
short of the record of 707. Some 134 English 
cars were on display throughout the grounds 
during the day. All available parts tables 
were taken up and nine cars and one motor-
bike were offered for sale. At least two of the 
cars were sold on the day, one to recent new 
member Mark Rossi, who added an MG B-
GT to his stable. 
It was particularly pleasing to see a good 
display of British motorbikes; David Jones 
was rumoured to have helped with that, 
thanks David! 
An event like this takes many hours of plan-
ning and Robert was assisted by Graham 
How and Peter Carney. Attracting the inter-
est of trade exhibitors is a time consuming 
effort! Wayne Watkins did his usual stellar 
job in publicizing the event, both in the media 

and among other car clubs. And a big thank 
you goes out to all club members who assist-
ed with the setup on Saturday, helping out at 
the gate and with parking during Sunday and 
finally with the cleanup at the end. 
The Restoration Fair has become an im-

portant event for the South Island Branch, 
rivalling the English Car Affair in the Park in 
terms of attendance by old English car en-
thusiasts. Thanks to all who have made it so 
over the last seven years! 

Branches—South Island  



Photos by Alan Miles and Les Foster  
 
Our April meeting was held at the Coast 
Mountain Bus Company’s Maintenance Shop 
which is part of the Vancouver Transit Centre 
in south west Vancouver. Les and Calla Fos-
ter, both bus drivers, (Les has now retired) 
hosted our tour of the facility. It was a very 
interesting tour seeing how the different types 
of buses are maintained and repaired in this 
new and very environmentally friendly facility. 
Our May meeting was held at the fabulous 
Johnson Collection in Abbotsford. This is one 
of the most substantial collections in Western 
Canada with about seventy cars and growing. 
It is housed in a new garage about one hun-
dred foot wide by three hundred foot long. 
There are a great variety to look at starting 
from 1897 to the 1970’s. Highlights of the 
collection are large early cars (pre WW1) in 
fine unrestored condition, grand classics from 
the 1930’s such as Auburn, Cord, Packard 
and Cadillac and four very rare Diana cars. 
Their Deusenberg was out on loan to a friend 
who is restoring his own. Yes it was amazing 
and there were even some British cars in the 
mix.  
 
 
 
Brock House 100th Anniversary Tea 
Text and photos by Alan Miles 
On Friday, May 25th, seven members of the 
VCB attended the Brock House 100th anniver-
sary tea held on the grounds of the grand old 
house in Kitsalano. 
Many of the guests arrived in period dress and 
there was a contest for best hat. We were 
treated to sandwiches, cake, coffee and tea 
and entertained by music group, The Efferves-
cents. Also on hand to give speeches were 
representatives from all three families that 
have owned the house in the last 100 years. It 
was very interesting to hear their stories. 
After the tea was over many of the guests 
flocked out to the back lawn to take a look at 
the cars on display. Many had their pictures 
taken with the cars, with Malcolm’s Morgan 
being one of the most popular (it’s that shiny 
red paint!). 
Most memorable moment: Gerry Parkinson 
being asked, not once, but twice, if he had 
owned his ‘58 MGA since new (he would have 
been three in 1958!). Needless to say Gerry 
was not amused but we certainly all were. 
Special thanks to Gerry for organizing the 
event and David Ballantine, Malcolm Sparrow, 
Bart Shaw, John and Lorna Hoare, and myself 
for attending. A splendid time was had by all! 

Branches—Vancouver Coast  



Vancouver Coast Branch 
On May 19th the sun was out with no clouds 
in sight and it was a beautiful warm day. Com-
pared to what we had been slogging through 
previously for months this was like magic. And 
it happened to be on the very day of the Van-
couver All British Field Meet at VanDusen 
Botanical Garden. There was a magnificent 
display of vehicles in one of the world’s finest 
gardens. 
Our booth was set up at the west end of the 
field just off the main display area. The spot 
we thought we were going to be put in was 
relegated to someone else so for next year we 
will be ready for this and will position our-
selves closer to the action. Having said that 
our booth was cheerfully manned by various 
members through the day. Club regalia was 
sold and information was handed out.  
Once again our branch had many deserving 
winners in a number of classes. A total of 
fifteen awards were taken by members. It was 
a great day in the gardens and thanks go to 
the members who helped out. There have 
been many cold soggy days since the ABFM 
but you can always warm yourself with sa-
vored thoughts of that beautiful day in the 
gardens.  

Branches—Vancouver Coast 



Our 2012 season started in March with our Punctually Chal-
lenged Christmas Party, complete with Christmas decorations 
and was attended by 28 members.  We were treated to a revolv-
ing slide show of 2012 Targa New Zealand attended by mem-
bers Ken & Loraine Finnigan and Bill & Ann Kermode. We also 
used the occassion to collect 2012 dues and provide a presenta-
tion of OECC Regalia for sale. Everyone did their late Christmas 
shopping and we produce a $500 order for OECC apparel.  
MG was the featured marque for the Kamloops Easter Parade 
this year. Approximately 14 MGs' from MGTFs, MGAs to MGBs, 
led the record 107 vintage and classic cars in this year's  pa-
rade.  
On a wet evening in April we made a visit to the 1952 Austin 
Ambulance restoration project being undertaken by the Vintage 
Car Club of Canada, Kamloops. This originally 2 year project 
has turned into a total rebuild currently in its 6th year. This ambu-
lance was originally owned and operated by the City of Kam-
loops before falling into disrepair.  
Our first Spring Tune Up at the beginning of May was well at-
tended and everyone was able to  solve or improve at least one 
issue with their car.  
We have a heavy summer schedule including a number of us 
participtaing in the OECC AGM in June, a June secret distance 
rally and BBQ with an animal safari theme, a July Mystery tour 
and picnic within the North Okanagan of 150 miles. We will be 
hosting and touring with the Brits 'round BC  on July 3 & 4  be-
fore participating in the Kamloops Hot Nite in the City on August 
11 – an event which attracts 350 cars and shuts down 6 city 
blocks.  
We have a number of runs planned for the fall including our own 
Fish 'n Chip and Pringle Steam show runs, and participating in 
multi-club runs including the Pumkin Run before winding up our 
season with our AGM.  

Branches—High Country/Thompson Valley 



BLP 79 was bought by Edward Stenning and 
first registered in London on December 15th, 
1934.  The car was a gift to his son, David, on 
his 21st birthday and was used as his daily 
driver.  In 1980 I acquired the car in Chelten-
ham, England, from Margaret Stenning, his 
widow, and brought it to Canada as a retire-
ment project.  The ground-up restoration is 
now mostly completed, the car having been 
stripped to the last nut and bolt.  Because it is 
in remarkably original condition, this has 
proved to be a pleasant experience, with little 
things like being able to read the pencilled 
Abbott body number on the back of the trim 
panels (5017). 
The car came with comprehensive records, 
and a summary of the service history is at-
tached.  Although David Stenning was active 
in the Cambridge University Motor Club 
(CUMC), photos have not survived (as far as I 
know), with the exception of one on page 757 
of the 1955 edition of MotorSport, showing the 
car taking part in the 1935 Intervarsity Speed 
Trials at Syston.  There is also a written report 
of a third place finish in the 1939 CUMC meet-
ing in the June one-lap scratch race for 
1500cc sports cars at Donington.  The only 
other pictures that I have are one with the car 
fitted with a headlamp shroud, presumably 
taken during the war, and one from a meeting 
in 1959. 
Special features of the car as acquired in-
clude:  an engine (serial # D2589) modifica-
tion to introduce coolant at the cylinder head 
frost plugs (early standard with no passages 
through the head face);  a bronzed head;  a 
Simms magneto and RAG carburettors.  A 
toolbox has been incorporated into the boot 
floor, together with reinforcing to carry spare 
wheel loads.  The scuttle is fitted with a stiff-
ening tube transversely between the wind-
screen mounts and the steering column.  Aus-
ter aero screens are fitted and the dash car-
ries a two-pin plug fitting, right-hand dash light 
raised to illuminate the tach better, and a dis-
charge tube spark tester. 
The car has been restored in tune with the 
period when it was new, taking the opportunity 
to replace later parts, e.g. BSF/Whitworth 
black oxide, and with the correct castellated 
nuts and split pins where cadmium plated and 
self-locking fasteners were encountered.  Of 
significant help has been the Register Rapier, 
the owners’ club, which stocks most parts 
peculiar to this car and whose members are 
helpful and knowledgeable. 
A further improvement has been made for 
spare wheel support, with fishplates bolted to 
the chassis and extending back to the boot lid 
hinges.  The differential has been modified to 

Lagonda Rapier by Ken Douch 

Lagonda Rapier BLP 79 – History 
 

DATE  MILES COMMENTS 
 

June 5,  1934  Delivered from Abbotts 
December 15, 1934  First registered by Warwick Wright 
December 20,1934  Registered London CC by Edward Stenning as red and black 
July 13, 1935  Colour change to red 
  2,000 Decarbonized 
  12,000 Dacarbonized 
  25,000 Decarbonized 
July 16, 1937 27,500 Rear tyres changed (second set?) 
March, 1938 34,383 Linered to reduce capacity to 1087 cc. 
March15, 1938 35,300 Front tyres changed 
August, 1938 38,000 Gear box bands 
  44,000 Decarbonized 
June, 1939 50,800 Valve guides changed, decarbonised 
October 7, 1939  Transferred into David Stenning’s name 
April, 1940  57,000 Decarbonized 
March, 1941 60,000 Chain tensioner 
October, 1942 65,800 Storage 
June, 1945 66,200 Reregistered 
January, 1946 66,623 Gear box top gear lining, springs and bearings 
July, 1946  68,800 Accident – repaired front near-side, repainted; 
   relinered (pistons skimmed), timing changed and brake cones 
August,1947 72,000 Valves, big ends and piston rings 
April, 1948  73,500 Timing wheel and chain tensioner 
May, 1948  74,000 Oil pump refaced 
June, 1950 78,400 Reground crank, new pistons, clutch, valve springs, timing chains, 
   kingpins and brake cones 
August, 1952 89,300 Crown wheel and pinion 
February, 1954 95,000 Timing chains 
April, 1954  95,700 Timing wheel and chain tensioner 
April, 1955  101,000 New brake-linings, UJs, rocker shafts, oil-pump and bush clutch shaft 
August, 1956 108,600 Repair frost damage to radiator and block; crank remetalled, oil-pump 
   drivegear, cam bearings;   new liners, mains, big ends, brakes, clock and 
   door locks 
July 1957  111,400 Steering box bushes 
June 1958  113,800 Timing chains 
November, 1958 116,500 Timing chains and oil filter;  changed to detergent oil 
August, 1959 119,700 Universal joints 
December, 1959 120,700 Clutch plate, mag coupling and hood 
Novembr, 1960 124,000 Rear hubs 
February, 1961 125,600 Timing chain and speedometer cable 
May, 1962  130,000 Starter ring, decarbonised, laid-up 
July, 1973  130,981 MOT test 
April 1, 1980 130,981 Sold to Ken Douch 



fit UNF high-tensile bolts and Jaguar big-end 
nuts.  A flashing turn indicator is fitted, using 
the stoplight and sidelights, with dual filament 
light bulbs. 
 
LAGONDA RAPIER 1934   Abbott Four-
Seater Tourer-specifications: 
 
Chassis Serial # D 10837 (VIN) 
Engine Serial # D 2589 
Capacity 1176cc. (64.5mm x 90mm)  Max rpm 
5400 
BSF/Whitworth fasteners, used throughout 
Compression ratio 7.6:1 
Tyre pressure – Front 28 lb/sq.in.  Rear 30 lb/
sq.in. 
RH wheels have LH knock-offs 
Weight nominal 2072 lb 
Castor 2 ½ degrees, front wheel side play 
1/16 max, toe 1/8 / 3/16 
Track 47 ¾”F 48” R.  Wheelbase 8’4” 
Gearbox 4-speed preelector. Env 76 LT 
Engine oil 20W/50 (also gearbox) 40 psi min 
(hot) 
Rear axle SAE 90  Steering SAE 260 
Valve clearance cold .012 IN.  .0014 EXH. 
(HF 26 camshaft) 
Oil Filter Fram 4797 
SU carburettors 4V2HC;  Needles Weak M5;  
Std. #2;  Rich R3 
Spark Plugs NGK B6S  Champion J6 
Firing order 1342  Simms magneto 
Third brush dynamo (Running engine with 
battery disconnected burns out dynamo) 

Lagonda Rapier 



 

Lagonda Rapier 



Thomas Plimley, a visionary and lead-
ing motoring enthusiast in BC  
by Malcolm Tait 
Thomas Plimley was born in Walsall, England 
in 1871 and emigrated to Canada with his wife 
Rhoda. They settled in Victoria, BC. In 1893 
Thomas began importing bicycles from Eng-
land having set up his business at the corner 
of Yates and Broad Street. He opened his 
business just at the right time as the safety 
bicycle (Starley’s Rover) was coming into 
public favour. 
He was one of the first men in British Colum-
bia to recognize that the automobile was more 
than a play thing and would be the future of 
transportation. As a result he set up his first 
Automobile Dealership in Victoria. He started 
in 1901 selling the curved dash Oldsmobile 
which was the first mass produced car. He 
also sold a few Orient Buckboards made by 
Waltham, These were minimalist cars which 
looked like wire wheeled go carts with 2 seats 
and four fenders. In 1903 Thomas Plimley 
moved to the Metropolitan Building on Gov-
ernment St. opposite the Post Office. He start-
ed importing Rover cars in 1904 which was 
their first year of production. These British 
cars came by sea on the Blue Funnel Line 
around the Horne by steamship. The Panama 
canal did not open until 1914. The cars were 
crated and had to be assembled on arrival. 
Other cars sold in the early years included: 
Swifts, Talbot, Franklin, Humbers and French 
cars called DeDions. It is probable that Plim-
ley was the first British Car Dealership in 
North America. 
Thomas Plimley organized one of the first car 
rallies in the Province. It took place at Beacon 
Hill Park, Victoria on Christmas Day, 1906. At 
that time it was still an uphill battle to sell cars 
and only ten cars participated in the rally in-
cluding Mr. and Mrs. Plimley. Rhoda Plimley is 
believed to be the first woman to dive in Victo-
ria. She learned to drive in the small apple 
orchard behind the family home. She was 
proud to say that she never knocked any ap-
ples off the trees.  
In 1907 Thomas Plimley expanded the busi-
ness and formed a public company that was 
incorporated as the Plimley Motor Copany. A 
large garage and showroom was constructed 
at Superior and Government Street behind the 
Parliament Building. About this time Plimley 
started selling the high quality and expensive 
Daimler motor cars. He then added McLaugh-
lin, a finely built Canadian car which became 
his best seller. 
The  1906  Car   Rally  provides   the   first 
evidence of Rover cars in British Columbia 
and possibly all of North America. The picture 

in Beacon Hill Park includes up to five Rovers. 
Impressive since the first Rover was marketed 
in1904. The conclusive evidence is the picture 
of Mr. and Mrs. Galletey pictured in their Rov-
er in 1906. The Galleteys were so proud of 
their Rover that they had the picture made into 
a postcard which they sent to friends at Christ-
mas.  

Thomas Plimley died in Victoria in 1929. His 
son, Horace, took over the business and 
opened a British Car Dealership in Vancouver 
in 1936. Subsequently Thomas’ grandson, 
Basil, took over Plimley Motors in 1957 and 
was selling Rovers and other British cars into 
the 1970’s. The company finally closed down 
in 1991 at 98 years.  

 

Thomas Plimley 

The building at 1400 Broad Street, Victoria where Thomas Plimley started his 
business as it is today.  

Thomas and Rhoda Plimley at the Hollow Tree n Stanley Park 



 

Thomas Plimley 

Plimley Building on Government St. Victoria, about 1910. From the left we have a Rover, a 
McLaughlin, a Humber, another Rover and then the rest are a little too hard to see the detail 

of. Galletley’s 6 HP Rover 

Thomas Plimley and friends out for a drive around Beacon Hill Park on Christmas Day, 1906. The cars and people from the left are: Alex Peden in 
a 6 hp Rover; Frederic Moore in a 30hp Humber; Luke Pither with niece driving a 6hp Rover; A.E. Todd, 8 hp Rover; Dr. Garesche in a White 
Steamer; Thomas and Rhoda Plimley, 6 hp Rover; Captain Troup in his White Steamer; Col. J.A. Hall in a 16/20 Humber; John Blanshard in a De 
Dion; Frank Stevenson in a 6 hp Rover. What a fine photograph of a group of motoring enthusiasts and take a close look because you see quite a 
few smiles. 

Credit: Vancouver Public Library Collection 



 
 
 
 
Editors Note 
Thomas Plimley’s story is a great piece of 
history which happened in BC. To think that at 
such an early time Thomas and his friends in 
Victoria were keen enough to import cars from 
Britain is amazing. At that time we were one of 
the far corners of the Empire and these cars 
were shipped here around Cape Horn, South 
America. So this was a long route and fairly 
expensive to get them here. Also what is quite 
impressive is the variety of makes brought in 
at this very early time. 
Thomas and his friends weren’t only keen 
motoring enthusiasts they were also very 
knowledgeable. The Humber touring cars 
brought in were of very high quality with four 
cylinder engines and shaft drive instead of the 
usual chain drive. The 04 British built Talbot 
roadster he brought in for a customer had 
bucket seats and was the first sports car to 
come here. There was a French version of the 
same car already winning hill climbs in Europe 
at the time. There were some fine motoring 
publication out of England at this time and 
obviously people in BC were subscribing to 
them. 
Thomas Plimley was a visionary and British 
motoring enthusiast at the very beginning. He 
was the first British car dealer in North Ameri-
can and maybe the first outside of the UK. 
This isn’t just local history, it is of international 
status. It would be nice to pay tribute to Mr. 
Plimley and as the OECC of BC I think we 
should consider how.  
 

Thomas Plimley 


