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 Exciting Opportunities for OECC 
By Steve Hutchens, President 
I take the reins of OECC with both apprehen-
sion and anticipation: apprehension because 
Wayne Peddie‘s shoes are a lot to fill; antici-
pation because I really enjoy OECC. I joined 
OECC in November 2000 because I enjoyed 
the variety of old English cars and, even more 
important, the members of OECC. While I‘m a 
relative newcomer compared to some of my 
friends, I appreciate OECC as a group with 
which I genuinely enjoy sharing time. I‘m hon-
oured to be the new president. 
OECC‘s mission is the preservation, restora-
tion, and enjoyment of English vehicles. Over 
the last four or five years, probably dating to 
my 2005 involvement in Brits ‗Round BC, I‘ve 
developed an appreciation for what OECC is 
and a vision of our opportunities as we share 
our enthusiasm for old English cars. Please 
indulge me a bit as I explore some of these 
opportunities. 
Opportunity 1: More English car enthusiasts. 
We know that significant numbers of baby 
boomers are nearing retirement. Research 
shows that people who have an interest in 
cars as they near retirement tend to focus on 
the cars they enjoyed in their teens and twen-
ties. Baby boomers grew up in the ‗60s and 
early ‗70s so many were exposed to British 
cars. Some of them will be looking for these 
cars again. Others have had their favourite 
cars stashed in their garages for years. Some 
boomers will be looking for support in the 
hobby and have an interest in car clubs and 
interesting ―car people‖ to socialize with. 
OECC has an opportunity to add them to our 
fold and pursue our mission. More old English 
car owners involved in the hobby means more 
enjoyment for all of us. 
How can we better meet the needs of newly 
minted English car enthusiasts in our present 
environment? It might be interesting to explore 
how far potential members are willing to drive 
to participate in an OECC branch. In some 
instances there may be opportunities to estab-
lish new branches where populations of suffi-
cient size exist. 
Opportunity 2: Wearing classy regalia. When 
we wear OECC regalia we are displaying our 
pride as OECC members. When I observed 
that members of other clubs I belong to wear 
more club regalia, I soon realized that it was 

because the clubs maintained an inventory of 
garments with the club logo embroidered on 
them and make them available at major 
events and by mail. 
The OECC Executive started a regalia pro-
gram at our last meeting. The first test of it, at 
ECAIP, was quite successful considering that 
we had neither sales table nor sales proce-
dure in place. We sold about $350 of shirts 
just by showing them to a very few people. A 
club-wide regalia program with an inventory of 
reasonably-priced, popular items will help us 
express our pride in OECC, boost our commit-
ment to the club, and show our enthusiasm to 
prospective members. A catalog will soon be 
available on our website. Take a look at what 
is available and wear our club colours! 
Opportunity 3: Your suggestions are invited! 
Suggestions from members are important to 
help OECC cater even better to our interests. 

Send me a suggestion and you will be in-
cluded in a regalia drawing at the next AGM. 
The bottom line of OECC‘s future: We are 
either dynamic or not. With numerous oppor-
tunities to advance our OECC mission, we 
can build on our success and keep the fun 
rolling. 
Look for me to show up at a meeting or event 
with your branch during the coming year to get 
acquainted, and watch for the President‘s 
Column in the Spanner and your branch 
newsletter. Working together, this can be 
really exciting!  
Contact information: 
Steve Hutchens 
sphutchens@yahoo.com 
2090 North Shore Road 
Bellingham, WA 98226-7864 
360-733-3568 
Skype: stephen.hutchens 



If you were a British car enthusiast back in the 
sixties around the Vancouver area you might 
have heard stories about brand new cars be-
ing dumped in the Strait of Georgia. The story 
I heard was about Triumph Mayflowers al-
though I also heard that other types had been 
dumped as well. This happened in the early 
fifties. 
Here is how the story went. The first shipment 
of Mayflowers arrived on the west coast via 
the Panama Canal. They off loaded at ports 
up the coast probably starting with San Diego 
then going to San Francisco, Portland, Seat-
tle, then to Victoria and ending in Vancouver. 
All the dealers along the coast got their allot-
ment. 
Not too long after that a second shipment of 
Mayflowers arrived on the west coast. When 
they put into San Diego the dealers wouldn‘t 
accept anymore because they were having a 
tough time selling the first batch. This carried 
on all the way up the coast and when the ship 
arrived in Vancouver there were over four 
hundred of the little cars still on board. Well, 
what to do? I‘m sure the factory was con-
tacted and the order was given to dump them 
as there was no sense in bringing them back.  
Apparently Mayflowers weren‘t the only cars 
to be dumped. I also heard that a few dozen 
Austin Atlantics were tossed overboard. It 
seems Atlantics that were not wanted on the 
east coast were taken back to the factory and 
stripped of their drive trains to be used in the 
new Healey 100/4‘s. However, the unwanted 
Atlantics on the west coast had a different 
ending. These photographs show Austin A40 
Somersets being dumped. I have heard about 
other types of cars being dumped as well so it 

wouldn‘t surprise me if some Hillmans, Van-
guards and others met the same fate.  
I found these photos at the Vancouver Public 
Library Special Collections Department. I was 
looking for another picture and decided to go 
through the rest of the photo album. It was 
when I saw the A40‘s on a barge and then 
being pushed off the barge.  I immediately 
knew what this was all about. I ordered these 
photos for our club and when I picked them up 
the head archivist asked me what they were 
all about so I filled in the story. 
There are two other aspects to this story. First 
off, cars were in big demand just after the war 
and the domestic makers were playing catch 

up with the North American market. People on 
the west coast had to order one and then wait 
or they could get a British sedan right away. 
By the early fifties domestic production had 
caught up with domestic demand and you 
could get that beautiful new Canadian built 
Chevy, Ford or other North American make 
right away. The small under powered British 
sedans became less popular and far less 
salable. This aspect of British car history 
which happened in our waters could have sent 
a serious message to the car makers in Eng-
land to concentrate on sports car production 

for future export business. S.D.  

Photographic proof found of an urban legend! 
Photo Credits—Vancouver Public Library, Special Collections 



South Island Branch Report 

May Flower Run 
Who would have thought it was possible to find some 20 

flower-named streets in a fairly small area of Victoria? 

Roger and Valerie Barrie, organizers of the May run did 

just that, and arranged a challenging run for fellow club 

members on  May 24. 

The afternoon began at the Juan de Fuca Library parking 

lot where some 14, nearly all different, old English vehi-

cles and their crews assembled. MG was the most com-

mon marque, with a TD, two B roadsters and a GT on 

hand. A couple of Jaguars were in company with two 

Triumphs, and single examples of Austin, Bedford, Land 

Rover, Mini, Morris, Sunbeam and Vanguard. No doubt 

the perfect weather encouraged members to enjoy the 

sunshine.  

The route took us through View Royal and into Esquimalt 

via Lyall and Head Streets. Then it was downtown onto 

Wharf and Douglas into Beacon Hill Park. From there we 

ventured into Fairfield, all the while attempting to identify 

flower related questions posed on the route instructions. 

Do you know what a ―bryophyte‖ is? Those who didn‘t 

would have missed the turn onto Moss Street. 

Then up Shelbourne and onto Mackenzie and eventually 

to Marigold, where flower-named streets proliferate, in-

cluding Violet, Daisy, Daffodil, Gladiola and several more. 

The run concluded at the Knockanback Grille, where all 

the participants were happy to relax with a cool beverage, 

and to take advantage of the two-for-one appys. 

After much scrutinizing of scores, Nicky and Geoff Cramb 

were declared the winners, closely followed by the ever 

competitive Team Spritely (who should actually change 

their name to Team Rapier, both for their wits and their 

motor vehicle on this occasion). 

Thanks to all who participated and especially to Valerie 

and Roger who used a lot of imagination to put on a chal-

lenging (and educational) run for the month of May. 



Perhaps a less than promising weather forecast 

had an effect, but it appeared that a somewhat 

smaller than usual turnout of British vehicles 

graced the field at this year‘s Father‘s Day 

Picnic. Nevertheless, there were lots of interest-

ing cars to see and people to chat with. 

Quite possibly the car drawing the most atten-

tion was Peter Lee‘s ―new‖ MG Special. Built on 

a Y Type frame with MGB running gear, the 

body was constructed by Peter in his home 

shop. Neat touches abound everywhere, par-

ticularly the custom-made aero-screens and 

beautifully finished bracketry. It was not surpris-

ing that Peter (and Daphne) were kept busy all 

day answering questions from an admiring 

public. And the car goes well too, having taken 

part to good effect in the MG Club‘s slalom the 

previous day. 

As usual, there was a variety of rare cars on 

display, including Sig Petersen‘s Humber and 

Shane Davis‘ Bentley Continental. Jaguars of 

all types were represented, as well as pre-war 

cars from Austin, Morris and Singer (with no 

less than two examples). 

Fittingly, to celebrate 100 years of Morgan, a 

large contingent of Moggies had assembled. 

These were arranged according to colour, in a 

rainbow pattern. 

British Bikes were on hand in good numbers. 

An unusual Panther was displayed as a resto-

ration project, while a magnificent Velocette 

was in fully restored condition. More common 

Nortons, BSAs and Triumphs were well repre-

sented too. 

As always, our thanks go to Bruce Cornfield 

and Jim Walters for putting on the event and to 

all those who brought out their old English vehi-

cles for the public to enjoy. 

Father's Day Picnic at Beacon Hill Park 



South Island Branch—Father’s Day Picnic Cont’d 



BRITS ON THE BEACH 
 Brits on the Beach was again, a really good 
show. The weather was just about perfect, 
maybe even a little too warm, but, the slight 
breeze turned it into a beautiful day. 
Just over 200 cars and motorcycles were 
shown, with some very interesting marques on 
hand. In particular I was taken with the Austin 
10, and, also some which were a little bit 
newer. 
The annual CIB barbecue was held, later in 
the day, with about 90 members attending. A 
royal feast of hot-dogs and burgers. 
My thanks to Wayne Peddie for organizing the 
event, and, to all the volunteers who made 
this a great success. 
  
Norman Hall 
CIB Chairman 

Central Island Branch Report 



Vancouver/Coast Branch provided by Les Foster 

Walter Reynolds has done a fine job of 
reporting our Branch meetings and events 
for The Spanner but his many other commit-
ments have led him to pass the torch to 
myself.  Admittedly, owing to vacations, 
guests from abroad, home renos and other 
feeble excuses, I have not attended many 
happenings this summer. Still, with a little 
help from my friends, I will attempt to chroni-
cle things as best as I can.  Please forgive 
me if I fail to list your event or everyone who 
attended!  
June 14th; This was a historic date in B.C.!  
The long-awaited Golden Ears Bridge 
opened with huge crowds of people throng-
ing the deck and a display of vintage vehi-
cles.  Walter Reynolds (Rover), John Chap-
man (Morgan), John and Lorna Hoare (MG-
TD) and Mike Powley (Morgan) represented 
The OECC, our Branch and the contribution 
of British cars to B.C. motoring.  Fred Ben-
nett‘s Spitfire suffered loss of its clutch cylin-
der fluid while on the way to rendezvous 
with Walter.  One man‘s disaster was an-
other‘s glory as this was to mean that Wal-
ter Reynolds‘ 1968 Rover P6 was to be the 
first British car to cross the new span! 
July 7th;   Our Meeting was slated for the 
Canadian Museum of Flight at Langley Air-
port.  Somehow our hosts were no-shows 
and I arrived to see a convoy of Brit cars 
leaving the grounds.  Flying blind, my co-
pilot, Elliot Sclater, and I followed the crowd 
to find ourselves at the Fox & Fiddle Pub on 
the Bypass.  Disappointments about the 
Museum were soon drowned and it was a 
very pleasant opportunity to catch up with 
our fellow members and tell some tales. 
July 11th; The Kilby Historical Farm classic 
Car Show saw Walter Reynolds in his Rover 
2000, Gerry Philbrick in his ‘59 Sunbeam 
Rapier, Gordon Jackson (all the way from 
Sechelt!) in his Jaguar 340, and Fred Ben-
nett with son Grant, daughter-in-law Patty, 
and his iconically-named grandson Austin 
Lucas in a not-quite-British Ford Falcon 
station wagon join other vehicles in the 
farm‗s beautiful country setting.   
July 12th; The HMCS Discovery Picnic be-
gan promisingly with a decent morning turn-
out but a sudden change from pleasant to 
cool and threatening weather sent most 
guests fleeing and deterred most of the 
expected afternoon arrivals from attending.  
This was too bad, as it is a wonderful venue 
and we can only hope next year‘s event will 
be more successful. 
July 16th; The 40th Annual Jag/MG Heritage 
Classic was held at Deas Regional Park.  
Some of our trans-clubbed membership 

attended as well as a few non-marque party 
crashers like the Fosters in their distinctly 
un-sporting Thames pickup and Itallo Cirrillo 
in his Vauxhall Victor.  Elliot Sclater, new 
MGB owner, and MG Club prospective 
member, was there as well as MG stalwarts 
like Allan Inglis, Bence McIntyre and Steve 
Kaufman.  Jerry Philbrick and Gill Yarrow 
brought British bikes. 

July 17th; The Ladner Village Quilt Walk and 

Car Show saw some VCB members spend 

a pleasant day in the village where some 

400 cars were on display.  My Thames was 

one of them and the Hoares showed their 

lovely MG-TD.  Steve Diggins dropped in 

and John Rennie was seen inspecting and 

photographing the cars.  There may have 

been others but the size and dispersed 

nature of the event made it hard to keep 

track of everyone. 

July 19th; A few intrepid VCB types crossed 
the pond to attend the Brits on the Beach 
show near Ladysmith.  Showing the flag 
were Gerry and Anita Parkinson in their 
MGB-GT, Alan and Mary Lou Miles in their 
Sunbeam Rapier, and Steve Diggins in his 
Austin A-95.  



July 25th; The Western Washington ABFM 
saw a number of Branch members make 
the trip to Bellevue to see this great event.  
Among our members who entered Morgans 
were Steve Hutchens and Celia, Win Muel-
ling, Bob McDermott and Judy, Rick Mac-
Donald, and Mike Powley.  David Ballyntine 
showed his Jenson Interceptor and Bence 
McIntyre took his MGB.  Quite a creditable 
showing for our Branch! 
August 1st; John and Lorna Hoare repre-
sented us at the Thunderbird Show Park‘s 
presentation of the R.C.M.P. Musical Ride 
which had invited some British cars to at-
tend as an added attraction.  They said their 
humble ‘53 TD was placed beside a very 
upscale 2009 Aston! 
August 4th; The Stewart Historic Farm on 
Crescent Road in South Surrey was site of 
our August Meeting which typically involves 
picnicking and a drive ‗round the peninsula 
and through White Rock.  This year was 
notable for relatively new faces amongst the 
membership out-numbering the old guard.  
Their enthusiasm must be commended and 
should give thought to some of us who are 
easily called away!  Amongst the twenty or 
so attendees were Steve Hutchens and 
Celia (Morgan), Bill Grant (Zephyr MK I) and 

Walter and Linda Reynolds (Rover 2000), 
Steve Diggins (Austin A95) and the Hoares 
(MG-TD).  Bill Aaroe and Sue Parker, Van 
de Plas Princess-owners, came in their 
‗real‘ car.  New members signed up that 
night were Andy and Louise Preddy (MG-
TD).  Norm and Lynn Burke brought the Jag 
XJS V-12 that used to belong to long-time 
VCB pillar, Les Hetherington.  Gil and Jocy 
Mervyn, members for about a year, made 
this their first Branch event.  Glen McDonald 
showed his ‘59 TR-3 bought new by him 50 
years ago (do we have an award for that?).  
Also there were Richard Taylor, John Chap-
man and Bence McIntyre.  A number of 
members did the drive with a few ending up 
for cheer at the Hazlemere Pub. 

Vancouver Coast Branch—Cont’d 

The event was called SUNI V (Sunbeams 
International V). This event is held every five 
years and is open to all Rootes Group vehi-
cles. This year's event was held at Rapid City, 
South Dakota from June 21st to June 27th, 
2009. We drove out (and almost back!) in our 
"new" 1962 Sunbeam Alpine. We managed to 
put 2600 miles on it before we broke down 
one day from home in Coeur d‘Alene Idaho. 
Anyways, that's for a future more in depth 
article. :-) 
The five days of actual events included some 
great drives through the Black Hills and the 
Badlands of South Dakota (amazing in an 
open British sports car!), a car show in a local 
park, a visit to Mount Rushmore, a chuck 
wagon ride, as well as lots of great dinners 
and evenings in the hospitality suite. There 
was also two mornings of auto-x in a local 
parking lot but we didn't participate in that. All 
in all, a fantastic event, very well organized 
with a good split between time on your own 
and the organized events. 
There's some discrepancy on how many cars 
actually attended but it was in the region of 80 
or so. Most were Sunbeam Tigers (about fifty) 
and the rest, save for three, were Alpines 

Sunbeam International Event by Alan and Mary Lou Miles 

Stuart Historic Farm 

Ladner Village Quilt Walk and Car Show Kilby Farm 



Ken and Pat Miles 
British Trip 

Pat and Ken Miles left for the UK on July 
1st to attend the Morgan 100 Celebration 
and picked up their 1969 Morgan +8 on 
July 3rd in Chatham. They attended the 
Goodwood Festival of Speed on July 4th 
and then headed north on July 5th,  spend-
ing some time with relatives and friends 
along the way including two car drives 
with other Morgans in Northumberland. 
For those of us who love ―Heartbeat‖, Pat 
and Ken visited Scripp‘s Garage, checked 
out his spares and determined he was 
adequately set up to repair Morgans as 
he had Morgan body parts. They also had 
lunch in the Aidenfield Arms.  Continuing, 
they drove north to Inverness, stopping at 
Edinburgh on the way. After Inverness, 
they turned south to Glasgow, the Lake 
District and Chester prior to heading to 
the Morgan Centenary festivities at Mal-
vern and Cheltenham.  The Miles along 
with 10 other couples including Larry and 
Tina Sharp and their two daughters, and 
Win and Christine Muehling were booked 
into the Sudley Castle‘s Cottages for the 
event. The group arrived at the Morgan 
factory on July 24th which was totally 
packed although officially shut. The next 
ten days were spend at the Prescott Hill 
climb, parties, both official Morgan Com-
pany events such as Morgan Convoys led 
by police cars and other general Morgan 
events. Pat and Ken participated in the 
Concours finishing second in class and 
10th overall! The final day was an event to 
remember with 3200 Morgans in atten-
dance, skill driving tests and pylon racing 
ending with two choirs and the British 
Symphonic Orchestra playing among 
other pieces three very patriotic songs 
(Elgar‘s Pomp and Circumstance, Rule 
Britannia and Jerusalem) with the atten-
dant flag waving and a tremendous fire-
works display.   
After the celebrations were over Pat and 
Ken headed south to Devon and Cornwall 
to finish their tour. They did about 4000 
miles without a hitch. On Aug. 18th the 
couple left the UK exhausted and glad to 
be heading home. Would they do it again, 
YOU BET!!! 

 Scripps Garage 

Morgan Factory 

Inside the Aidensfield Arms (Goathland hotel) 

Morgan police car.!!!! 



 Nostalgia and a lot of elbow grease…. 
In 1956 I got my first car, a 1950 British Ford 
Prefect….. It wasn‘t much of a car, but it was 
mine and I loved it. 
A number of years later (a considerable num-
ber of years, actually) when I finished my first 
restoration, a 1976 MG Midget, I thought 
about what car I might want to restore next.  I 
considered a London Taxi, but thought back to 
my Prefect, and how much I enjoyed her until I 
caused a piston rod to break driving up the 
10th Ave. hill with six people crammed into 
her. 
After some internet searching I found a refer-
ence to one on an obscure web site.  I 
emailed the owner in Innisfil Ontario (on the 
shores of Lake Simcoe), but got no response. 
A month or so later, while planning a trip to 
Niagara Falls for a family get together I re-
membered this car and sent another email.  
This time I got a response advising me that 
the owners had just that week decided to sell 
the car. Persistence does pay off!! 
When we left Niagara my wife and I drove up 
to Innisfil and I bought the car on the spot.  A 
couple of weeks later she was on the train 
headed to Vancouver and her new home. She 
came by train via a shipping company which I 
will not name here because I would get sued, 
but rest assured I will never let anyone I know 
use their service, but that‘s a whole other 
story. 
A couple of weeks later Annabelle (so named 
by her previous owners) arrived and the two 
and one-half year restoration project began. 
The odometer read just over 21,000 miles but 
I have concluded that it really was 121,000.  
The wear and tear on the car was just too 
much to have happened in 21,000 miles. 
Right from the start I was determined to re-
store Annabelle to original factory standard. 
The one and only modern feature on the car is 
the seatbelts, put in so that I can drive my wife 
and grandchildren around. No seatbelts, no 
wife, no grandchildren. 
So, the work of taking Annabelle apart started 
in September of 2006. During the whole of the 
restoration process I had the invaluable help 
of my friend Mark White. His uniquely wide 
knowledge of a great many different skills was 
accompanied by a significant depth of knowl-
edge of each. There were many times during 
the process when Mark‘s knowledge saved 
me lots of research, and mistakes. There were 
also innumerable times when I needed four 
hands and two brains to accomplish a task. I 
did all of the dirty work though, such as lying 
under the car scraping off fifty years of gunk. 
We started by removing all of the components 
in the engine compartment, including the en-

gine and transmission. Fortunately the previ-
ous owner had totally rebuilt the engine just a 
couple of years earlier, so all I had to do was 
refurbish, cleanup and repaint the engine and 
transmission the correct original colour. I did a 
complete overhaul on the distributor, carbure-
tor and replaced the fuel pump. By the time 
we had finished with the engine compartment 

there was just the shell and nothing else. 
I stripped out the interior totally, except for the 
steering wheel. The floor under the front seat, 
back to the edge of the rear seat is plywood, 
and it had seriously delaminated. My 
neighbour, a cabinet maker with a complete 
workshop in his garage roughed out the re-
placement floors for me, and I finished them 

The Restoration of Annabelle by Al Simmons 

Vancouver ABFM with crowd 

Interior 



off, adding the sound deadening webbing 
around the outside, etc.  There were stiffening 
boards under the floors and instead of just 
making new ones I refinished the old ones for 
reuse. This way of doing things turned out to 
be the method of choice where possible 
throughout. I spent innumerable hours clean-
ing up nuts, bolts and bits and pieces rather 
than just buying new ones. I used new when-
ever the old parts were too far gone, or if I 
judged them unsafe. 
In the end, I had removed everything remov-
able except the steering wheel and the drive 
shaft/rear end. I did not take the body off the 
frame as all of the reading material suggested 
this was a bad idea because getting it all 
straight again later would be very difficult. 
Having gotten the car apart it was transported 
to the paint shop ( Sasi Autocraft on SE Ma-
rine Drive, just East of Boundary Road) to 
have the interior painted. The shop used for 
paint work was recommended by Mark and 
they have done absolutely outstanding work 
for both my cars. The son of the owner has 
taken on my two cars as his personal projects 
to make sure they were done right. 
When the car came back from the paint shop 
we began the job of putting her back together 
began, starting with the engine and transmis-
sion, then all of the bits and pieces in the en-
gine compartment, then the interior bits. 
The car had arrived with a completely new 
wiring harness waiting to be installed, so I did. 
The harness was made exactly as the original 
with woven cloth covering and all of the wires 
had the original colour coding. This made 
hooking up the wiring much easier than might 
otherwise have been the case. 
One of the things I did was to replace all of the 
rubber components of the car. While some of 
them looked good on the surface, closer ex-
amination revealed cracks and hardening. 
This took considerable research because 
some of the original profiles were not easy to 
find. 
The chrome parts were largely replated (but 
not replaced), the glass is all new, and I had a 
custom exhaust and muffler system built. 
All of the window frames and the dashboard 
and instrument panel are of 1950‘s era Bake-
lite and it had all dulled and faded over the 
years. I hand sanded all of it down to remove 
all of the years worth of gunk and applied six 
coats of Flecto Diamond Coat to each piece.  I 
know it‘s not original, but everyone with whom 
I spoke, or whatever I read, showed that the 
problem of keeping these pieces looking 
sparkly was universal. The way I did this was 
very labour intensive and finicky but the result 
was worth it. 
The headliner is new, but the rest of the vinyl 
upholstery is original. A lot of cleaning went 

Removing the engine 

paint shop – ready to paint 

the engine ready to go back in 



into trying to bring back the original look of the 
seats and door panels. The door panels had a 
decorative stitching around each one, and I 
hand stitched new thread on all four doors. 
After I had reinstalled the majority of the com-
ponents Annabelle went back to the paint 
shop to have the exterior painted. When she 
came back I then began replacing all of the 
exterior parts and the equipment inside the 
doors. 
Bit by bit, part by part, she began to take form 
again and suddenly one day, she looked like a 
car. After that the process seemed to acceler-
ate so that soon we were in the final stretch. I 
had a goal to have her ready for the ABFM in 
May, 2009 and made it with two weeks to 
spare. 
It was a huge task, with many challenges, and 
I enjoyed every minute of it (well, almost every 
minute. I could have done without the lying 
under the car scraping gunk.) It has been a 
most satisfying task and I am very pleased 
with the result. 

engine compartment finished 

interior – dash board engine compartment partly finished 



Spanner readers will know that if you ask the 
average person to name an English vehicle 
they will most likely say Rolls Royce or MG.  
Luxury cars and Sports cars are predominant 
nowadays, but it hasn't always been that 
way. Before Japan produced cars for export 
and while German cars were still a rarity 
here there were many English low priced and 
economical family cars on the streets all 
across this land. 
Most family photo albums will reveal and old 
black and white photo of the new Austin, 
Hillman, Morris, Vanguard and others. What 
you are less likely to find in that family album 
is a picture of a British van or truck, yet they 
were quite common in their day too.  
United States and Canadian factories pro-
duced a variety of pick-ups, panel vans and 
larger trucks after the Second World War but 
didn't do well at supplying the need for 
smaller sized, economically priced vehicles 
for tradesmen, delivery people and small 
farmers. As I say this in 2009 I find myself 
reflecting on the present popularity of used 
right hand drive Japanese mini trucks and 
vans that are filling the same niche today. It 
seems they can't get them in to the country 
fast enough to meet the demand. 
Back in the late forties and up to around 
1965 it was the British vehicles that met this 
need.  Vans and trucks designed to carry up 
to half a ton, some rated as Eight Hundred-
weight which means eight times 112lbs, 
could be found around every corner, in many 
market gardens and in public service.  They 
carried the names of Austin, Bedford, Morris, 
Commer, Standard, and (English) Ford. Lar-
ger "full sized " trucks with 5 and 10 ton ca-
pacity for example could be found carrying 

the Austin, Morris, Commer (Karrier) and 
Leyland  badges.   
Commercial vehicles are worked long and 
hard, and then scrapped. Very few have 
survived to tell the tale. That's what makes 
finding these old classics so rewarding. In 
British Columbia a few old Austin fire trucks 
have been preserved in small town muse-
ums. Some five ton stake side trucks are in 
private hands. Maybe two or three dozen of 
the various light weight vans and trucks are 
known of in this province. Experience tells us 
that there are more to be pulled out of barns 
and the bushes, but in pretty small numbers 
I'd say. 
I've been very actively searching for these 
vehicles since I bought my first one in 1969. 
It's a hobby I thoroughly enjoy. Somewhere I 
could find records of all the vans and trucks 
I've found and passed on to others over the 
years. Ten or twelve I'd guess. I've also had 

to scrape the carcasses of half a dozen to 
salvage useful bits before sending them off 
to be re-born as Honda's. Some are resting 
in good hands although there is no plan to 
restore them. Others have gone to enthusi-
asts and will now have eternal life. 

I haven't limited my interest to British com-

mercial vehicles in B.C., but it's that much 

harder to track them down in other provinces 

and in the U.S.A.  The advent if the internet 

has helped me to link together owners from 

across the country and you can see the cur-

rent status of this collection if you visit us 

LUVers in the British Classic Light Utility 

Vehicle Owners Group at   

www.bcluv.austingipsy.net. Drop in any time 

and take a tour. You might look at our list of 

vehicles currently looking for a new home 

and then become a LUVer yourself. 

A Canadian LUV Story by Ian Cox 

This photo was taken in the very early 1950‘s 

at Vancouver International Airport and shows 

a S.W.B. Land Rover fire tender at the start up 

of an airliner. The aircraft is a Canadair North-

star which is a first generation post war airliner 

first built in 1947 by Canadair. It is basically a 

DC4 built under license but with one interest-

ing difference. It is powered by Rolls Royce 

Merlin V-12 engines. This is one of a very few 

type of airliner powered by Merlins. Thanks to 

Les Foster for the photo.   

Ian Cox‘s Triumph Atlas Van affectionately known as ‗OXO‘ 



Vancouver All British Field Meet—OECC Entries 

 

Reynold‘s and Tait‘s Rovers Steve and Liz Blake‘s MG M-Type 

Robert Follow‘s Bentley Ken and Pat Miles Morgan DHC 

Barbara Harris‘ Morris 

Italo Cirillo‘s Vauxhall 

Doug Courtemanche‘s Alvis 

Gordon Jackson‘s Jaguar 



1959 Morris Ad— Notice the Canadian version of the BMC logo 


