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FROM THE EDITOR good use of the bar. July meeting at the Bhdkar Pub in

Steveston. We had a very good turn out
Here we are at the end of 2008 and whaiThe Billy Bishop is done up like a Britistand, quite a few (more than twenty)
a great year it has been for the club angbub with lots of interesting and historiccame early for dinner. | was one of those
all our members. items on the walls. So, in a way it is enand after eating tried to pay with a hun-
tertaining plus educational which is thedred dollar bill. The waitress said | would
Our AGM was hosted by the Centralway | think all our Legions should behave to go to the bar and get change,
Island Branch who did a wonderful jobThey are an important part of our comwhich | did. | was wearing my club name
and were great hosts. This was followednunities and pay tribute to our greatt ag wi th the words
by the Brits Round BC Tour which wagnilitary heritage and most importantly theame. As | talked to the bar tender, a
put on by Steve Hutchens. This verymen and women of our country whoyoung woman, she notices the tag and
successful event connected all six of ouhave fought for our freedom and ideals. Hisks if | own an Austin to which | say
branches throughout the province. Theyou can find a way to include your locayes. She says | should talk to her father
route was carefully planned to use thelLegion in some way that would be a verpecause he has a barn full of them.

best roads through some magnificentgood thing. AReal |l y?o | say and

scenery. We are very lucky to have has. She says he has about thirty in

members who know what it takestod’And f or t hose of vythare plud o fewdaherd like & couple ofB i |

things right and are enthusiastic enougiBishop, he was the leading World WaiTriumphs. What types of Austins are

to put events together for our memberOne British Empire fighter ace with sevthey? They are mostly Minis of every

ship. Our thanks go to all those who pugenty two confirmed victories. This was ittype you can imagine plus some older

on events throughout the province Wela time when there were no parachutespnes, A40 she thought. | gave her one of

done! you sat on a tank of aviation fuel andour club cards to give to her father so he
your plane was made of wood, canvasould get in touch with the club.

Meeting placesThe Vancouver Coast and wire. Five of the top ten British Em-

Branch is always looking for places topire aces, all with over fifty kills, wereYou have what in the barn?

hol d meetings and Ganadianam @ily Beslop was numbe(pértrg)j a

location that can accommodate thirty opbne. Coming back on the ferry from ECAIP,

so people and hopefully be interesting as we were about to dock | went down to
plus free. However, something came tdrhree stud wheelsam collecting parts  the car deck to get in the Cambridge.

mind after seeing an item on TV abouto restore my two Austin Tens, one 1932rhere were a few people standing

the Royal Canadian Legion and how thethe other 1937. If you see any threestu¢, r o und i t having a
were having a tough time due to dwinwheels please let me know. All threeysual but one younger guy was more
dling membership. Every once in a whilstud wheels are prewar Austin and theynterested than the rest and started ask-
| visit a very interesting pub in Kitsilananight be an eighteen inch wire wheel olng a few questions. He then said that his

called the Billy Bishop Pub and is part o sixteen inch pressed steel wheel. Othef g mi | 'y st i | | had hi s

the Legion hall there. | wondered if theyizes exist as well. Of the approximatelyyhich she bought new. It is sitting in the
would let us have a meeting there on @wo thousand prewar Austins sold in thigarn at their home close to Fort Langley.
Tuesday night. | made some inquiriesprovince not much is left so if you seeHis grandmother had some type of job
and was told we would be very welcomeny parts laying around please keep Mgyhich had her living in parts of Africa and
to have a meeting there. They would givén mind. Lucas free standing head lightshe far east., | think Kenya and Burma

us a portion of the pub called The Spitfirare also needed. PH-8046031 were mentioned. He said it was a 1953
Room and there would be no charge. So _ and looked like a station wagon. | asked
we had our September meeting thereYou have what in the barn? if it was a Countryman and he said that
with a very good turnout including newpart 1) sounds familiar. | gave him a club card

faces we hadnot S eTRe VaktéuleP Colst Braneh hBYAJIRith an invitation to the club.
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Participants in this years OECC of BC Annual General Meeting hosted by the Central Island Branch.

Since my last piece in the Spanner, our §lemwn in the accompanying photo takematorcycles on show. In addition to looking at
tral Island Branch (CIB) membership thassteps in the garden of the Nanaimo &lethe cars, visitors also enjoyed listening to
grown to a record 106 members. | couldnamt Club, which was the excellent site dfthev e 6 06s and 706s mu
have believed that there were so manySotdety AGM this year. Many thanks go t&iogs band. One unique feature of our annual
English car owners and enthusiasts innteenbers Doug Bainbridge and Martyn Gsbeny is that it is FRE&0 be sure to show
Central Island aredut now we have proofor doing all the planning and arranging aigheith your old English car next year folks!
l'tds just great t o AGMVafunetionl &d torMaleolonrHargrav@ibs apast fromahe memorable BRBC adven-
runs, and a goodly crowd of 40 or more dhetMini Monte rally. ture, we have also had some super shorter
our monthly meetings. Immediately following the AGM, no lessthams t hi s season. I n
The October 2ineeting will be our branc®8 folks (14 cars) from our CIB joined omuph®® Mount Washington and spent the better
AGM. We will elect a new exetutieud- Br i t s 6 Round BC 20 fat oftthe way.up theoes As | bdve already |
ing someone to replace me as Chaitsmarmuch did the whole thing and had a graaedtioned, we were kept busy in July with
guide the CIB through 2009 and beyond.t@meall the way. Even the delay caused bBREBC and Brits on the Beach. Early in Au-
thing 1 6m sure of fockslidehoget Highvay 16 atnthe tfolotgoft, wer kad & gogd showing of 12 cars in the
in our branch will continue unabated. Sgdaku nt Robson di dn 6 t@annuhleltadysmitho Rarddedtp two (yeéss .
ing of fuin and that surely is one of the maimtrary, the delay allowed us to samplé theat 6 s T WO) London t
reasons most of us join a club liké wars fine hospitality of the village of McBride, vamehin the rear. Later in the month, we went
have had plenty of it through the 2008 suenwould not have otherwise had the oppgsttie join our North Island brethren at their
mer season. Even the Society AGM in Jityeo do. annual show in Filberg Park, Comox, and still
(which we hosted here in Nanaimo) wasWilenhad barely got back from BRBC whiateit, did a lovely run through the Cowichan
The MiAvionte challenged all of us who tewds time for our annual-f@8ed show, Valley. In September Malcolm Hargrave (he of
part, and then the Society AGM itself, an8iitee on the Beach, in Ladysmith. This yBaiMonte fame), and his good wife Janet,
fine dinner that followed, were most enjoyidigleveather was great and we had abouteli’bs in 150orsocafrson a Ral |y
Some of the folks that were present @deEnglish cars, and 20 or so old EndfishLake (Lake Cowichan, that is); and then,
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later in the month, 7 of our cars took pa
very soggy Vancouwdristler All British Ri
(the accompanying photo shows the |
damp outlook that day).
One of the practices we have adopteg,
year is that of relying on volu
iWagonmasterso for
wagonmaster is the idea person who thi
an event, and then plans, organizes and
the run, and, wh e
overview at our monthly meeting, plus i
writeup for our newsletter, the Beano. |
been a most worthwhile and successfu
tice and one | am sure we will stick with,
on the subject of wagonmasters, | mus
this opportunity to congratulate that
master Extraordinaire, Steve Hutchens
know he is not of our branch, and therefore | Member 6s cars assembled for the
should not really be writing about him here, in

our CIB report, but | mudte did a truly

magnificent job of planning, organizing, and

guiding our 2@r, 6@erson old English

6wagon traind through 10 days of Brits Around

BC 2008. What a guy! He can come up and

wagonmaster one of our CIB runs anytime he

wants!

I 6d li ke to finish with a further comment on a

matter | first wrote about in the March 2008

issue of the Spanner. In that issue, | men-

tioned the sad loss our Branch had suffered in

February when our member, good friend, and

extreme old English car enthusiast Nigel Mug-

geridge passed away. Soon after Ni gel 6s

death, our members agreed that we should

spearhead a special project in memory of

Nigel, and decided to follow up on a sugges-

tion that a memorial park bench, with suitable

inscription, be purchased from the Town of

Ladysmith (where Nigel lived), and positioned

in Transfer Beach Park, the site of our annual Branch members relaxing in the shade at Brits on the Beach
Brits on the Beach old English car show. This

Memorial Park Bench project, which got

started in April, was going to cost $2,000.

While |, for one, had thought that this sum

would take us a year or more to collect, I 6 m
happy to say that that full amount of money
was raised by the end of August 608. We

expect that the memorial bench will be in its
placei roughly where Nigel used to park his
1927 Austin Seven Chummy every year for
Brits on the Beaichvithin a couple of weeks.

| would like, here, to thank all those OECC
members from all branches, and others, who
so kindly and generously donated money for
the Nigel Muggeridge Park Bench.

That s all from the CIB this ti me. Regards to
all..Al Thompson, Chairman Central Island
Branch

A soggy day in Whistler (Blackcomb) Village!



