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FROM THE EDITOR 
 
Here we are at the end of 2008 and what 
a great year it has been for the club and 
all our members. 
 
 Our AGM was hosted by the Central 
Island Branch who did a wonderful job 
and were great hosts. This was followed 
by the Brits Round BC Tour which was 
put on by Steve Hutchens. This very 
successful event connected all six of our 
branches throughout the province. The 
route was carefully planned to use the 
best roads through some magnificent 
scenery. We are very lucky to have 
members who know what it takes to do 
things right and are enthusiastic enough 
to put events together for our member-
ship. Our thanks go to all those who put 
on events throughout the province Well 
done!  
 
Meeting places - The Vancouver Coast 
Branch is always looking for places to 
hold meetings and it isnôt easy to find a 
location that can accommodate thirty or 
so people and hopefully be interesting 
plus free. However, something came to 
mind after seeing an item on TV about 
the Royal Canadian Legion and how they 
were having a tough time due to dwin-
dling membership. Every once in a while 
I visit a very interesting pub in Kitsilano 
called the Billy Bishop Pub and is part of 
the Legion hall there. I wondered if they 
would let us have a meeting there on a 
Tuesday night. I made some inquiries 
and was told we would be very welcome 
to have a meeting there. They would give 
us a portion of the pub called The Spitfire 
Room and there would be no charge. So 
we had our September meeting there 
with a very good turnout including new 
faces we hadnôt seen before and made 

good use of the bar. 
 
 The Billy Bishop is done up like a British 
pub with lots of interesting and historic 
items on the walls. So, in a way it is en-
tertaining plus educational which is the 
way I think all our Legions should be. 
They are an important part of our com-
munities and pay tribute to our great 
military heritage and most importantly the 
men and women of our country who 
have fought for our freedom and ideals. If 
you can find a way to include your local 
Legion in some way that would be a very 
good thing. 
 
And for those of you who donôt know Billy 
Bishop, he was the leading World War 
One British Empire fighter ace with sev-
enty two confirmed victories. This was in 
a time when there were no parachutes, 
you sat on a tank of aviation fuel and 
your plane was made of wood, canvas 
and wire. Five of the top ten British Em-
pire aces, all with over fifty kills, were 
Canadian and Billy Bishop was number 
one. 
 
Three stud wheels - I am collecting parts 
to restore my two Austin Tens, one 1932, 
the other 1937. If you see any three stud 
wheels please let me know. All three 
stud wheels are prewar Austin and they 
might be an eighteen inch wire wheel or 
a sixteen inch pressed steel wheel. Other 
sizes exist as well. Of the approximately 
two thousand prewar Austins sold in this 
province not much is left so if you see 
any parts laying around please keep me 
in mind. Lucas free standing head lights 
are also needed. PH 604-294-6031 
 

You have what in the barn? 
(part 1) 
The Vancouver Coast Branch had our 

July meeting at the Buck-N-Ear Pub in 
Steveston. We had a very good turn out 
and, quite a few (more than twenty) 
came early for dinner. I was one of those 
and after eating tried to pay with a hun-
dred dollar bill. The waitress said I would 
have to go to the bar and get change, 
which I did. I was wearing my club name 
tag with the words ñAustin Nutò under my 
name. As I talked to the bar tender, a 
young woman, she notices the tag and 
asks if I own an Austin to which I say 
yes. She says I should talk to her father 
because he has a barn full of them. 
ñReally?ò I say and ask how many he 
has. She says he has about thirty in 
there plus a few others like a couple of 
Triumphs. What types of Austins are 
they? They are mostly Minis of every 
type you can imagine plus some older 
ones, A40 she thought. I gave her one of 
our club cards to give to her father so he 
could get in touch with the club. 
 

You have what in the barn? 
(part 2) 
Coming back on the ferry from ECAIP, 
as we were about to dock I went down to 
the car deck to get in the Cambridge. 
There were a few people standing 
around it having a look which isnôt un-
usual but one younger guy was more 
interested than the rest and started ask-
ing a few questions. He then said that his 
family still had his grandmotherôs Austin 
which she bought new. It is sitting in the 
barn at their home close to Fort Langley. 
His grandmother had some type of job 
which had her living in parts of Africa and 
the far east., I think Kenya and Burma 
were mentioned. He said it was a 1953 
and looked like a station wagon. I asked 
if it was a Countryman and he said that 
sounds familiar. I gave him a club card 
with an invitation to the club. 



Since my last piece in the Spanner, our Cen-
tral Island Branch (CIB) membership has 
grown to a record 106 members. I could not 
have believed that there were so many Old 
English car owners and enthusiasts in the 
Central Island area ï but now we have proof. 
Itôs just great to have 15 or more cars on our 
runs, and a goodly crowd of 40 or more out to 
our monthly meetings.  
The October 21st meeting will be our branch 
AGM. We will elect a new executive ï includ-
ing someone to replace me as Chairman - to 
guide the CIB through 2009 and beyond. One 
thing Iôm sure of is that the fun that we enjoy 
in our branch will continue unabated. Speak-
ing of fun ï and that surely is one of the main 
reasons most of us join a club like ours ï we 
have had plenty of it through the 2008 sum-
mer season. Even the Society AGM in June 
(which we hosted here in Nanaimo) was fun! 
The Mini-Monte challenged all of us who took 
part, and then the Society AGM itself, and the 
fine dinner that followed, were most enjoyable. 
Some of the folks that were present are 

shown in the accompanying photo taken on 
the steps in the garden of the Nanaimo Ger-
man Club, which was the excellent site of the 
Society AGM this year. Many thanks go to our 
members Doug Bainbridge and Martyn Green, 
for doing all the planning and arranging of the 
AGM function, and to Malcolm Hargrave for 
the Mini Monte rally. 
Immediately following the AGM, no less than 
28 folks (14 cars) from our CIB joined on the 
Brits óRound BC 2008 tour. Most of us pretty 
much did the whole thing and had a grand 
time all the way. Even the delay caused by the 
rock-slide over Highway 16 at the foot of 
Mount Robson didnôt deter our spirits. On the 
contrary, the delay allowed us to sample the 
fine hospitality of the village of McBride, which 
we would not have otherwise had the opportu-
nity to do. 
We had barely got back from BRBC when it 
was time for our annual CIB-hosted show, 
Brits on the Beach, in Ladysmith. This year 
the weather was great and we had about 175 
old English cars, and 20 or so old English 

motorcycles on show. In addition to looking at 
all the cars, visitors also enjoyed listening to 
live 60ôs and 70ôs music provided by the Sofa 
Kings band. One unique feature of our annual 
show is that it is FREE ï so be sure to show 
up with your old English car next year folks!  
Quite apart from the memorable BRBC adven-
ture, we have also had some super shorter 
runs this season. In June we, in 16 cars, óranô 
up to Mount Washington and spent the better 
part of the day up there. As I have already 
mentioned, we were kept busy in July with 
BRBC and Brits on the Beach. Early in Au-
gust, we had a good showing of 12 cars in the 
annual Ladysmith Parade ï with two (yes 
thatôs TWO) London taxis, one leading and 
one in the rear.  Later in the month, we went 
up to join our North Island brethren at their 
annual show in Filberg Park, Comox, and still 
later, did a lovely run through the Cowichan 
Valley. In September Malcolm Hargrave (he of 
Mini-Monte fame), and his good wife Janet, 
led us ï in 15 or so cars ï on a Rally óRound 
the Lake (Lake Cowichan, that is); and then, 

Branch News ð Central Island Branch 

Participants in this years OECC of BC Annual General Meeting hosted by the Central Island Branch. 



later in the month, 7 of our cars took part in a 
very soggy Vancouver-Whistler All British Run 
(the accompanying photo shows the rather 
damp outlook that day). 
One of the practices we have adopted this 
year is that of relying on volunteer 
ñWagonmastersò for each of our runs. The 
wagonmaster is the idea person who thinks up 
an event, and then plans, organizes and leads 
the run, and, when itôs all over, provides an 
overview at our monthly meeting, plus a brief 
write-up for our newsletter, the Beano. It has 
been a most worthwhile and successful prac-
tice and one I am sure we will stick with. While 
on the subject of wagonmasters, I must take 
this opportunity to congratulate that Wagon-
master Extraordinaire, Steve Hutchens (yes, I 
know he is not of our branch, and therefore I 
should not really be writing about him here, in 
our CIB report, but I must) ï he did a truly 
magnificent job of planning, organizing, and 
guiding our 30-car, 60-person old English 
ówagon trainô through 10 days of Brits Around 
BC 2008.  What a guy! He can come up and 
wagonmaster one of our CIB runs anytime he 
wants! 
Iôd like to finish with a further comment on a 
matter I first wrote about in the March 2008 
issue of the Spanner. In that issue, I men-
tioned the sad loss our Branch had suffered in 
February when our member, good friend, and 
extreme old English car enthusiast Nigel Mug-
geridge passed away. Soon after Nigelôs 
death, our members agreed that we should 
spearhead a special project in memory of 
Nigel, and decided to follow up on a sugges-
tion that a memorial park bench, with suitable 
inscription, be purchased from the Town of 
Ladysmith (where Nigel lived), and positioned 
in Transfer Beach Park, the site of our annual 
Brits on the Beach old English car show. This 
Memorial Park Bench project, which got 
started in April, was going to cost $2,000. 
While I, for one, had thought that this sum 
would take us a year or more to collect, Iôm 
happy to say that that full amount of money 
was raised by the end of August ó08.  We 
expect that the memorial bench will be in its 
place ï roughly where Nigel used to park his 
1927 Austin Seven Chummy every year for 
Brits on the Beach ï within a couple of weeks. 
I would like, here, to thank all those OECC 
members from all branches, and others, who 
so kindly and generously donated money for 
the Nigel Muggeridge Park Bench.  
Thatôs all from the CIB this time. Regards to 
all...Al Thompson, Chairman Central Island 

Branch 
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Memberôs cars assembled for the British Empire Day parade in Ladysmith 

Branch members relaxing in the shade at Brits on the Beach 

A soggy day in Whistler (Blackcomb) Village! 


